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The Church and 


2 Resolutions are passed at religious conventions 
- declaring the interest of the churches in the wel- 
_ fare of the laboring people, meetings are held at 
_ the noon-hour in shops, revival meetings are con- 
' ducted, institutional churches are established, and 
q many other things are done for the purpose of 
winning the wage-earner to the church. But the 
4 
4 


“results are small; the great mass of the laboring 
classes are unreached. They stand aloof from 
_ the church which seems to be unable with all her 
_ prestige, wealth and effort to make any percep- 
_ tible impression on them. This indeed is a seri- 
- ous situation; for if the church cannot win to 
itself these people which largely make up the 
_ great middle class, its future is not encouraging; 
and it is no secret that many church leaders are 
_ alarmed over the conditions. 
_. The Congregationalist says: “The attitude of 
the wage-earner in this country is becoming in- 
creasingly hostile or indifferent to institutional 
forms of religion. Nothing can be more disas- 
_trous to the future of the church than to have 
_ this tendency work out its logical results.” 
= Rey. S. P. Cadman, D. D., of Brooklyn, says: 
"The absence of the working classes from the 
churches most democratic in theory, is a problem 
_ attracting the anxious thought of Brooklyn min- 
Be isters.” 
_ The Christian Work and Evangelist says: “One 
of the most serious and urgent problems before 
the church today is how to bridge the chasm 
between the laboring classes and the church.” 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, D. D., of New York, 
says: “The alienation of the workingman from 
the church and synagogue is a tragic thing. The 
alienation has become hostility on the part of the 
_~workingman, and inert acquiescence on the part 
of the church. It seems that the church and 
synagogue have no place and message for the toil- 
-ers of the world.” 

Rev. Washington Gladden, D. D., referring to 
evangelistic campaigns for recruiting church mem- 
‘bership, says: “One thing, however, is notable in 
; all these recent evangelistic movements—the slight 
“impression which they make upon the great mass 
“outside the churches. The thronging assemblies 
‘are almost wholly made up of church members; 
“the additions to the churches resulting from these 
“movements are largely children from the Sunday 
“Schools or regular worshippers whose decision 
‘has been somewhat hastened. The chasm which 
divides the churches from the churchless—a chasm 
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which is steadily deepening—is not perceptibly nar- 
rowed.” 

The reason why the church is failing to reach 
the masses is evident. Institutional or organized 
religion is not filling its true and whole mission 
as a brotherhood of love and helpfulness. There- 
fore Christian fellowship does not extend to its 
adherents the help that it should. 

From the Mosaic order, from the example of 
Jesus Christ and from the early Christian church 
we learn the God-intended fraternal mission of 
the church. 

Under the Mosaic regime there was a carefully 
planned system for helping the unprosperous. If 
a man through financial reverses was obliged to 
sell his estate, the estate was not permanently lost 
to him. He could redeem it at any time he was 
able to do so, and in the year of Jubilee (every 
fiftieth year) the estate returned to him or his 
heirs whether it was redeemed or not (Lev. 25: 
25-34). In both the year of Jubilee and the Sab- 
batical year (every seventh year) the poorer peo- 
ple not necessarily the destitute—were privileged 
to share with the owners of the land in the har- 
vests (Ex. 23:11); to “glean” the fields every 
year, i. ce. to gather for themselves the heads 
of grain missed by the reapers and the sheaves 
overlooked by the teamsters (Lev. 19-9:10); to 
share, at stated times, the tithes with the priests 
(Deut. 14:28); and once in every seven years 
their debts were remitted (Lev. 25:39-43). The 
purpose of these provisions was to prevent the 
unfortunate from becoming a destitute and pauper 
class rather than to help them as objects of char- 
ity. In his “History of the Jews” Henry Hart 
Milman, D. D., says that the regulation for help- 
ing the unprosperous people were one of the dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of the Mosaic comnion- 
wealth. “The Mosaic constitution,” he says, “was 
in its origin and principle entirely different from 
every other human policy.” 

WHY JESUS FED THE PEOPLE. 


We are told in the Gospel narratives that twice 
Jesus fed the people who were with him. On one 
occasion they may or may not have gone without 
the noon-day meal. If they took their dinners 
or luncheons with them, as is the usual custom 
when people go out to spend a day in the woods 
or fields, they had something to eat at the noon- 
hour. Furthermore, the fact that a lad with a 
basket partly filled with food was in the company 
in the afternoon, suggests that venders of food, 
of which he was one, may have followed the peo- 


ple out on the hillside, and that he did not dis- 
pose of his entire stock at the noon-hour. They 
_boy may have remained with the people hoping to 
sell the rest of his eatables before he returned 
home. Although the scripture narratives are 
silent in regard to the matter, yet all this would 
have been most natural. Therefore we are not 
sure that the people with Jesus on this occasion 
(Matt. 14:15-21) missed even a single meal. At 
any rate they had missed but one, and before the 
time of the evening meal had come, they were 
given a hearty supper through the miraculous 
powers of Jesus and sent home. 
kK Ok 

Jesus explained why he fed the people; it was 
“Jest they faint in the way.” It was not because 
the people were suffering for the want of food, 
but to prevent them from getting faint and hun- 
gry on their way to their homes. Therefore, the 
purpose of feeding the people was preventive, 
and not for giving a little relief to the distressed. 
BROTHERLY HELPFULNESS AMONG THE 

EARLY CHRISTIANS. 

The early Christians, possessing the Master’s 
spirit, followed his example and not only gave 
relief to those in actual distress but endeavored 
to prevent believers from coming to destitution. 

In the New Testament times and long after it 
was no misdemeanor for one to beg; begging for 
alms was the customary practice of the poor. Be- 
ing a beggar then was equivalent to being an 
object of charity today. Christians did not allow 
their people in their hardships to become beg- 
gars, or in other words objects of public charity, 
but assisted them before they became objects of 
charity and in a way that did not make them 
such. This work of practical helpfulness, pre- 
venting the unfortunate of their number from 
coming to distress, was given great prominence 
among the early believers, and it made them a 
peculiar people and the Christian church a pecu- 
liar institution. The church had no equal as an 
institution of brotherly love and helpfulness. The 
appointing of the seven deacons for superintend- 
ing the work, which was one of the first steps in 
the development of organized Christianity, made 
the church the most highly organized and help- 
ful fraternal order of the age. Christian fellow- 
ship meant much; church membership practical- 
ly meant an insurance against poverty and dis- 
tress should one be overtaken with reverses. It 
is, indeed, little wonder that the world was 
mystified at such brotherly love and mutual help- 
fulness. As the chtirch grew in numbers and 
strength, so did its fraternal mission broaden. 

Victor Duruy says in his History of the Middle 
Ages (page 109): “The preaching of the apos- 
tles and their disciples had spread the Gospel 
throughout the Roman world, and as early as the 
third century the Christians formed a kind of 
vast society by themselves in the heart of the 
Empire. From Britain to the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, a Christian, traveling with a letter from 
his bishop, found aid and protection all along 
the route. Everywhere that he went he met with 
brothers who assisted him if poor, and cared for 
him if sick ; a sign served in place of words, and 
the Christians all understood each other no mat- 
ter of what language or country they might be— 
for they all were of one family.” i 

Professor Walter Rauschenbusch says, in his 
Christianity and the social Crisis (page 132): 


“The Christian church was of immense socta 
value to these people (the early Christians, mos 
of whom were from the working classes). I 
took the place in their life which life insurance 
sick benefits, accident insurance, friendly soci 
ties and some features of trade-unions take to 
day. It is now generally recognized that thi 
element of mutual help was quite as strong : 
factor in the growth of the Christian movement 
as the attractiveness of the truth presented.” H 
also says (page 141): “The primitive Christiay 
churches were not ecclesiastical organizations sé¢ 
much as fraternal communities. They wit 
drew their members from the social life outsid 
and organized a complete social life within thei 
circle.” cA. 

Thus the church during the early Christia 
centuries did not spend all her energies in co 
ducting religious activities for the propagatio: 
of the new religious doctrines, but together wit 
her evangelistic efforts she developed the fr 
ternal life and work of the brotherhood of b 
lievers, and was a strongly organized fraternit 
filling a large economic mission for her adh 
ents. 

From the foregoing it is evident that the ur 
derlying purpose in the Mosaic Poor Laws, i 
Jesus feeding the people, in the mutual hel 
fulness of the believers in the days of the apostl 
and during the early Christian centuries was t 
prevent destitution and distress, rather than t 
help people as objects of charity after they ha 
come to distress. And it is a noteworthy fac 
that when the church filled this large mission 
practical helpfulness to the household of fait: 
there was great spirituality, and the church wa 
a power in the world. Its growth was phenom 
enal even in the face of severe persecutions. 


THE MISTAKE OF THE CHURCH. 

As an institution of brotherly love and helpfu’ 
ness, the church of today fal’s far behind bo 
the Mosaic order and primitive Christianity. T 
fraternal spirit is weak compared with the vite 
fraternal spirit that once characterized the churck 
and there is no plan of mutual helpfulness amon 
church people that corresponds to the preventi 
efforts of the church in former times. Chrig 
tian helpfulness is almost entire'y limited to th 
giving of a little relief to one after he is “down 
in destitution and despair. The unfortunate thu 
helped feels himself disgraced, for he has be 
come a dependent—an object of charity. Suret 
such a system of helping a weaker brother | 
not expressive of the highest and truest brother! 
Jove, nor of the spirit of Jesus, “Much of tk 
charity,” says Prof. G. F. Peabody, of Harvar 
“most in vogue even among Christian church 
is but slightly in accord with the teachings ¢ 
Jesus.” 

In his article on the Municipal Church in tt 
Century. Magazine, Rev. Washington Gladden, T 
D., says: “The churches made a terrible mij 
take when they chose to confine themselves { 
what they were pleased to call spiritual interest 
and handed over love as one of the temporaliti¢ 
to the state and outside charities. In doing ¢ 
they stripped themselves of the essential Chri) 
tian function. Is it any wonder that they hay 
lost their power? Nay, can they not see what: 
fearful condemnation rests on them?” By “love 
Dr. Gladden means vital sympathy and mutu 
helpfulness of Christians, not the mere feelir 
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of good will towards one another. 

The failure of the church to fulfill its fraternal 
mission is largely owing to a wrong interpreta- 
tion of the New Testament as a history of the 
early Christian church and as an index of the 
divine purpose of the church of God. The New 
Testament, as a history of the early Christian 
church, is what a school history of the United 


States of America is as a history of the nation. 


The average school history is incomplete, it is 
largely a history of politics and warfare, which 
constitute the spectacular side of national life. 
Comparatively little space is given to social and 
industrial problems, educational and commercial 
matters, Philanthropy and religion, and to many 
other things -only as they are related to politics 
and warfare. Therefore the ordinary reader, un- 
less he knows to the contrary, would infer from 
reading a popular school history, that the gov- 
ernment existed chiefly for politics and warfare. 
In order for one to learn the true history and 
spirit of the nation, he must go outside the 
political and military history and read of the 
social life, the history of the church, of the great 
universities and the educational system, of the 
postal system, of the great industries and com- 
merce, of the philanthropic and charitable work, 
of the labor conditions, of the great fortunes, 
and of many other things that pertain to the 
national welfare. 


All this applies to the New Testament and the 
church. As the writers of popular history dwell 
largely on the political and military events (the 
spectacular side of national life), so did the 
New Testament writers dwell largely on the 
evangelistic efforts of the early Christians (the 
spectacular side of their work), and only inci- 
dentally referred to other matters. And from 
this fact people have thought that conducting re- 
ligious activities for the propagation of the Chris- 
tion doctrines constituted the essential mission of 
the church, and that all other efforts are the by- 
products and not essential factors in church life. 
Consequently the preponderance of emphasis has 
been given to conducting religious activities for 
the spread of the Christian doctrines. .Conduct- 
ing such activities and attending religious meet- 
ings have been considered the all-important work 
of Christians. Accordingly the preaching func- 
tion of the church (which includes all the activi- 
ties for the progagation of the knowledge of the 
Christian doctrines) has been well developed, 
while comparatively little attention has been given 
to the development of the fraternal life and 
brotherly helpfulness among Christians, or to the 
ethics of church methods and practices. 

In order to understand the true and whole 
mission of the church, one must study the early 
Christian church as an institution, the mission it 
filled, and its methods and practices in the light 
of the customs and the conditions of those days. 
Such a study shows that as an organized insti- 
tution the early Christian church was a brother- 
hood, and not merely an ecclesiastical society for 
the purpose of conducting religious activities ; that 


_ the mission was two-fold, preaching the gospel 


and protecting the believers against the uncer- 
tainties of life; and that the business methods 
and regulations were dignified, abreast with the 


times and ethical in tendency. 


The mistake of the church is that she has not 
continued in the spirit of primitive Christianity, 


and has not therefore continued her strong fra- 
ternal life and helpfulness, and with far-reaching 
consequences. Some of these consequences are: 
1. That instead of being a brotherhood of strong 
mutual love and helpfulness, the church has be- 
come a social center for the well-to-do class. A 
deacon once said that should he be overtaken by 
reverses he would go to his lodge and not to his 
church. “The church,” he said, “is the last place 
from which I should either expect or want any 
help. This expresses the general feeling among 
church leaders who, as a rule, are members of 
fraternities and have their lives insured, and re- 
gard the church as a brotherhood of real helpful- 
ness only for extreme cases. Consequently the 
church fills a small mission of practical helpful- 
ness to its adherents, and this mission is con- 
tinually becoming smaller. “The economic fac- 
tors” says Prof. T. C. Hall, of Union Theological 
Seminary, “that shaped so largely the fortunes of 
early Christianity have never been fully dwelt 
upon.” The late Rev. E. H. Rogers, of Chelsea, 
Mass., a man of deep insight and careful study, 
said: “The modern church has voluntarily and 
blindly given up or lost its influence over ‘tempor- 
alities.” By a series of developments covering 
nearly three centuries since the landing of the 
Puritans and Pilgrims, Protestants, as churches, 
have abandoned all® organized effort for the re- 
sponsibility for the temporal conditions of the 
common people . . In my view the Refor- 
mation of Luther has exhausted itself on its 
economic side; it has, as now developing, no en- 
couragement to the poor, which compares to the 
Hebrew socialism.” 

2. Church membership means but little com- 
pared with what it once meant. An outsider can 
enjoy every practical benefit that the members 
have, and in some churches non-members vote 
with the members on church affairs and act on 
church committees. Many Christian people re- 
fuse to identify themselves with the church, be- 
cause they practically get all the church gives 
without becoming members. They say: “What 
would be the gain for us to join the church?” 
This was not the condition when the church filled 
its true and whole mission. - 

3. Many who enter into church membership 
lightly regard their covenant vows and feel only 
slightly attached to their churches; they are much 
more attached to their fraternal orders and clubs. 

4. Sentiment, instead of a healthy business- 
like spirit, largely controls church activities. 

5. Spirituality is waning. When the church 
filled its largest mission of practical helpfulness 
to its adherents, there was great spirituality. With 
the decline of its work of helpfulness there has 
been corresponding decline in spirituality and 
power, ’ ; 

6. Wage-earners which largely constitute the 
great middle class have to an alarming degree 
forsaken the church. When the church filled its 
true mission as an institution of brotherly love 
and helpfulness, the humble people (mostly from 
the laboring classes) largely made up the mem- 
bership. In fact, some of the church leaders, we 
learn from Harnack, the Biblical student of Ger- 
many, were troubled because so many 1n the 
church were from the poorer classes. It was 
largely the brotherly love and helpfulness that 
drew these people to the church, and it is the 
lack of this love and helpfulness that has caused 
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the wage-earning classes of the present age to 
turn from the church. Many of these people 
yearn for vital fraternal associations, and they 
go into lodges, benefit orders and labor unions 
where they find systems of mutual helpfulness 
that in spirit and purpose correspond to the 


mutual helpfulness of the early Christian 
church. Through a manly and dignified 
plan of benefits, they receive aid in_ their 


reverses, which aid is not charity and for the re- 
lief of actual distress, but a kind of insurance 
that they receive before they come to distress. 
The purpose is to prevent the person in reverses 
from becoming destitute and an object of char- 
ity. Therefore, in the work of mutual helpful- 
ness, many fraternal orders represent the broth- 
erly love that once dominated the church better 
than. do present-day churches themselves. 


ONE CASE. 

For twenty years or more a laborer had been 
a member of the church which he dearly loved 
and for which he had worked; he had freely 
contributed to its support and had given much 
‘more according to his means than some of his 
well-to-do brethren had done; he taught in the 
Sunday School and was a regular attendant at 
both the Sunday and midweek services. He had 
managed by industry and economy to Jay up a 
few hundred dollars. The man: was taken sick, 
and for many months was out of work. His in- 
come (his wages) was of course cut off; the ex- 
tra expenses were rapidly eating up his little 
hard-earned bank account; and it worried him 
to see himself and family approaching the poor 
house. In his distress of mind he looked to his 
Christian brethren—the leaders in the church, for 
encouragement. He asked them if something 
could not be done, so that he would not come to 
destitution and lose his home. Their answer 
was that they could do nothing for him as he 
was not destitute and in actual need; but they 
said: “Should you be so unfortunate as to come 
to actual distress, we will see what can be done.” 
This did not give the sick man much encourage- 
ment; for he too well knew how the poor were 
helped, how their destitute conditions were talked 
about and made known to all the church, and 
how people were solicited for contributions for 
the relief of the unfortunate “down and out” 
brother. The man had contributed for the relief 
of others, but he had never before realized what 
it meant for one to become an object of church 
charity, to which humiliating situation he saw 
himself fast approaching. He was spared, how- 
ever, from coming to destitution, because he re- 
covered from his sickness before his last dollar 
was spent, and he returned to his work before 
he should have done so. 

The man’s experiences led him to thinking. 
He thought of the difference between his church 
and the lodge in the way the sick are cared for. 
His church had nothing but humiliating charity 
to offer, and that came only after the unfor- 
tunate brother or family had reached destitution 
while many fraternal orders through a dignified 
and business-like system of benefits gave their 
people, when in reverses, assistance before they 
come to actual distress and in a way that did not 
humiliate them. The result was that he soon left 
the church and joined a labor union which he 
made his “church.” He chose the labor union 
because it was more ideal in its methods than 


other orders, especially in the ethical plan of sup- 
port. The man gave four reasons for transfer- 
ring his relations and interests from the church 
to the labor union. First, because every member 
paid into the union a certain per cent of his 
wages, and this plan met the sense of common 
justice. He knew that when he paid his share 
according to the system, every other member was 
doing the same. Second, because the members 
in the union were actually a blessing to one 
another in their trials; for a certain part of the 
money paid into the order went into the benefit 
fund out of. which the different benefits were 
paid. He, therefore, knew that he was helpful to 
some brother or family connected with the order. 
Third, because those in reverses were helped 
through the various benefits—not as objects of 
charity—but in a business-like and dignified way 
before they became destitute. Fourth, because 
should he be sick again or be overtaken by other 
reverses, the brotherhood would be his protec- 
tion against coming to distress and becoming an 
object of charity. } 
The labor union, however, did not fully satisfy 
him; for, possessing a strong religious nature, 
he missed the spiritual atmosphere of the church. 
He enjoyed the communion of Christians; the 
Word was precious to him; and the prayer room 


was a sacred place to him. Yet, for all this, he | 


would not go back to the church. The lack of 
practical sympathy during his sickness had driven 


him from the church to the odge, and here he | 


stayed. Had this labor union been a church in 
addition to being a fraternal order, and had an 
equal emphasis been given to religious work and 
to the cultivation of Christian life, as was given 
to the work of brotherly helpfulness, it would 
have filled the man’s whole need, religious as well 
as fraternal. The institution would have been 
the true church of God fulfilling its mission to 
man. 

This man’s experiences and feelings are the 
experiences and feelings of thousands who have 
lost faith in the church; and what this man 


needed is what thousands are wanting—a genu- 


ine religious brotherhood. 


THE CHURCH THAT WILL WIN THE 

~ WORKINGMAN. 

“The common people’ heard Jesus gladly and 
were his ardent followers, and the humble people 
in great numbers were loyal adherents to the 
church as long as it represented the Master’s 
spirit and fulfilled its mission as a brotherhood 
of love and helpfulness. The laboring classes 


would be won today by the church that repre- | 


sented the love of the Man of Nazareth and ful- 
filled its true mission. Therefore, for institu- 
tional or organized religion to reach the 
masses, there must be a return to the brother- 
ly love and helpfulness that once characterized 
the church. This means that organized religion 
must be reconstructed on new methods, so the 
church as a brotherhood will be to the world 
today what it was to the world when it filled 
its greatest fraternal mission. Such a_ recon- 
structed church would be very different from 
any existing ecclesiastical order. It would be the 
lodge, the benefit order and the church merged 
into a strongly organized religious fraternity. As 
an organized institution it would represent the 
most advanced ethical and fraternal ideals of the 
age. The emphasis would be about equally 
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divided between direct religious activities and the 
work of brotherly love and helpfulness. The re- 
ligious services and activities would be similar to 
_ the services and activities in the average church 
of today. The emphasis in the preaching would 
be given to upright godly living and thinking 
brotherly love and service, righteousness justice 
and mercy, rather than to creeds, rituals, sacra- 
ments and going to heaven. The business regula- 
tions and methods would be strictly ethical, meet- 
ing the sense of common justice. Through a Sys- 
tem of benefits (strictly ethical and fraternal and 
therefore unlike any system in vogue today) the 
adherents would be protected against the uncer- 
tainties of life, which protection would corre- 
spond, under present-day conditions, to the prac- 
tical helpfulness the church was to its people 
long ago. 
* * x 


pelt. <tS doubtful,” says William J. Tucker, D. 
D., ex-president of Dartmouth, “if the church 
of any generation has allowed so large a section 
of the Christianized communities to fall out of 
its grasp and away from its influence as the 
church of this generation has allowed.” 

The unchurched millions cannot be won by 
churches that make theology, creeds, sacred rites, 
sacraments and going to heaven matters of chief 
importance and brotherly helpfulness an adjunct 
to religious life. A new church is needed, one 
that makes brotherly love and helpfulness a car- 
dinal principle. Such a church would reach 
large numbers of the unchurched masses. 


Thousands in present-day churches feel the 
lack-of true brotherly love and helpfulness in 
their religious associations. They would welcome 
such a religious brotherhood. There are thou- 
sands in the fraternal orders who feel the lack 
of a vital religious spirit in their associations. 
They would welcome a true religious brother- 
hood. There are thousands in labor unions who 
deplore the unchristian and warlike spirit of 
their unions and the uncalled-for trouble they 
often make. They are in the unions, because, in 
spite of these unfavorable aspects, the organiza- 
tions are of great hetp,to them. These people 
would welcome a strong and helpful Christian 
brotherhood that would be more helpful to them 
than are the labor unions. 


Catholic priests say that if a religious brother- 
hood as described should rise, it would take many 
from the church in spite of all that could be 
done to prevent them from leaving. Protestant 
clergymen say that such a religious order would 
“paralyze existing churches.” These fears are 
well founded; for if a truly ethical and fraternal 
church or brotherhood should be organized in 
any city in the country, there would be little 
question as to what church the large majority of 
the religious-minded young and middle-aged peo- 
ple of that city would attend. Many would count 
it both a privilege and an honor to become mem- 
bers of such a religious institution, and increas- 
ing numbers would cease their relations with 
Catholicism, Protestantism and Judaism. 


The Minister's Plain Duty 


Demand Health Certificate for Every Man 
You Join in Matrimony. 
Do ministers realize that in two at least of 
every ten marriages which they solemnize that 
they are uttering words of blasphemy? 


Venereal diseases are now so common that 
20% of marriages are sterile, and of these no 
small number result in a living death for the 
bride. 

How can you help yourselves to save your- 
self from this curse which falls upon those 
who pronounce something holy which is vile, 
and worse than smallpox. You can do what 
leading ministers of Chicago and other cities 
are doing. When the young man asks you 
to perform the ceremony you can accept, pro- 
viding he will provide a certificate of health 

_and fitness from a physician known personally 
to you. This should be mailed by the physi- 
cian to the minister. Let those who cannot 
secure such certificate resort to a civil mar- 
riage if they will, but no man of God should 
prostitute his holy office by joining a diseased 
man to a pure woman, and pronouncing God’s 
blessing upon them. Such ceremony is 
enough to fill full of glee the devil and his 
cohorts. 

Sentiment is being created to demand state 
laws on this subject. Young men very gen- 
erally know the consequences of illicit inter- 
course, and if they choose to take the filthy 
way, let them continue therein and not curse 
some pure young women, or brand children 


that may possibly be born to them with their 
leprosy. 

We quote from the Cleveland Plain Dealer: 

“Dean Sumner, Chicago Episcopal leader, 
and other Chicago Episcopalian clergy who re- 
cently decided to require medical inspection 
and health certificates previous to marriage in 
their churches, are commended by Dr. William 
T. Corlett, professor at Western Reserve Uni- 
versity in the current issue of the Medical 
Times. 

“‘The subject of eugenics has. been so fre+ 
quently and forcibly brought to my mind that 
it is a relief to hear that at least a step has 
been taken to obviate the sad sequel to many 
a marriage ceremony,” says Dr. Corlett. 

“Tt may be difficult for those not actively 
engaged in medical practice to realize the fre- 
quency and gravity of disease thus communi- 
cated, most frequently to the wife, by one of 
the contracting parties to matrimony being hy- 
gienically disqualified for such relationship. 

““Thus far, boards of health have felt their 
inability to cope with a need so patent, and 
while medical men have doubtless advised in- 
telligently, yet their advice has too often 
been disregarded or sacrified to expediency. 
The clerical profession is to be highly com- 
mended for making the first tangible effort in 
this reform.”’ 

A subcommittee of the Cleveland Federated 
Churches is now considering whether a rule 
such as Dean Sumner is applying cannot be 
enforced in Cleveland. 
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PLANS FOR VOL. 14 OF THE EXPOSITOR. 
$5 for the Best Suggestion and $2 Each for 
the Five Next Best. 

After editing a magazine fourteen years, one 
might consider himself competent to plan his 
own improvements. But I never expect to be 
so self-sufficient that I will not welcome the 
ideas and suggestions of my readers. We 
have a number of improvements under advise- 
ment, and I would like to talk them over with 

you, and receive your suggestions. 
Religious Review of Reviews. 

How do you like The Religious Review De- 
partment?. We added this to enable you to 
know the happenings of the religious world 
without going to a library or taking several 
EX DECISIVE ENE W.Sil age aemstaine tert trs store eleichovelsha cre a 

Pe OmyOUlsW allt ytemlan red) mast cptsy tics cle) .e 

Country Church Department. 

Are we giving you country ministers practi- 
cal ate in the pages devoted to this sub- 
NCCE CMM er reer eam. eet. 

Prayer Meeting Department. 

Is this department meeting your needs? .... 
How would you improve it? .............. 
Illustrative Department. 

We have planned several improvements, and 
believe it is the only source of up-to-date il- 

lustrative matter for the preacher. 
Methods Department. 

Are the methods proposed suited to your 
church? If not do you revise them to suit? 
If we gave $1 each for the two best methods, 
250 words each, would that addition improve 
ChisMidepartmivente mee. ou dees soos ss alee as 

_ Homiletic Department. 

We try to get the sermons of the best 
preachers in the world. But if your favorite 
preacher is not represented let us know 

Ecclesiastical Year. 
Can you suggest an improvement on it? .... 
What would you put in place of it if you 


IW eremeditOnsrn st 22 kien oo eee 
Special Features. 

We have two or three special features to 
begin with October. Name one series of 
articles or a department that would make the 
magazine a necessity to the preachers who 
doen OtEsSOMconsidenettenowe syle eee 

Increase in Size. 
_ Last year we gave you from 16 to 32 addi- 
tional pages for six months without saying 
much about it. This year we will have to 
trun 32 extra pages for from eight to ten 
months to accommodate the material we have 
contracted for, and to avoid the six-point type. 
We don’t like this.type half as much as you 
do. But adding new departments and new 
features €very year, makes The Expositor too 
big for its 64 to 96 pages and so in the sum- 
mer we have to use some anti-fat type. 
Form of Magazine. 

We have always used the saddle stitch form 

which is easily opened, and will lie flat. 


Would you prefer it with a square back, like 
a regular magazine? 


Sincerely, 
F. M. Barton. 
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ADVANCE ORDER BLANK 


SAVING 50 CENTS 


One Thousand Thoughts 
for Memorial Addresses 


Including 50 Funeral Addresses 3 
by Prominent Pastors 


This volume will contain between 400 
and 500 pages, and will have funeral ad- 
dresses from the leading preachers of 
America and England. 


The Addresses, Thoughts and Quota- 
tions will be found suitable for every age 
and condition. 


- This book is published by request of a 
large number of pastors. Pastors of city 
churches receiving $3000.00 to $5000.00 
a year, pastors of rural churcl.es, pastors 
in small cities, have appealed for help 
along this line. 


They tell me that the requirements of 
friends and relatives on such occasions 
are very exacting. To prepare an address 
that will comfort, help and inspire those 
present to a higher Christian life is more 
difficult than to prepare a_ regular 
sermon. 


This book has been prepared to assist 
the pastor in this preparation and bring 
before him the same wealth of material 
and suggestions that is in the library of 
every pastor for the preparation of his 
regular Sabbath day addresses or 
sermons. ; 


The book will sell at $2.50 when pub- 
lished, but by signing advance order 
blank, you will save 50 cents. 


F. M. BARTON 
708 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio 


Reserve a copy of “One Thousand Thoughts 
for Memorial Addresses,’ including fifty ad- 
dresses by prominent pastors. Notify me when 
ready (about October 30th). 

I will give shipping directions and _ will, 
within ten days after receipt, remit $2.00 or 
return the book express prepaid. 


Address 


Bo ela sev ete.e 02 09 6%eu0 (ole lee cif iets. s)eluwms, © «= witstecee 


Denominations. «2. ...2 sce Mee 
Do not send money with this order blank. 


y 

4 

|” Text: “Every scripture inspired of God is 
also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction which is in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work.” 2 Tim. 
3:16, 17. 

4 There are many who busy themselves with the 
“intricate problems of the Bible, who have no 
“mastery in the experimental knowledge of Christ. 
They spend their time in studying the guide-post, 
but they have no vital acquaintance with the road. 
They have a magnificent knowledge of the map 
of the country, but they are not familiar with its 
bracing air, and its refreshing springs, and its 
“converts from the tempest, and its pleasant ar- 
bors by the way, and its lilies of peace, and 
‘its rich and plentiful fruits which are good for 
all the changing seasons of our life. They know 
the book in the letter, they are strangers to the 
‘spirit. They know it as literature, they do not 
“know it as revelation. They come to it as stu- 
dents, they do not come to it as sinners; they 
bring their curiosity, they do not bring their 
‘needs. They treat it as a manual of absorbing 
“mental interest, they do not regard it as a vade 
-mecum in the eternal concerns of the soul. They 
‘do everything with the Bible except prove it. 
They remain in the lecture room and discuss its 
‘doctrines, they do not go into the infirmary and 
apply its teachings to broken lives, and more 
‘particularly to their own. 


- So that my purpose this afternoon is a very 
‘simple one, and may all be expressed in a simple 
phrase; try it! Test its teachings experimentally, 
honestly, earnestly, persistently, by submitting 
‘your life to their control and direction. These 
‘teachings claim to be “profitable,” workable, effi- 
‘cient, vitally helpful, profoundly advantageous in 
‘practical service. Try them! Prove them! Sub- 
ject yourself to their counsels, and in personal 
experience resolve the question as to the essen- 
tial value of their claims. And I do not know 
that you can have a better order for your ex- 
periments than just the order of my text, where 
it is claimed, that inspired scripture is “profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
‘struction which is in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work.” 

Turn to the first claim. It claims to be “profit- 
ble for teaching.” That is to say, it claims to 
give us the loftiest teaching concerning the 
loftiest life, and how to find its true fountain and 
Dlessedness. It is “profitable” for the unveiling 
of the ideal life. It will teach us how, to think 
about life; it will furnish the mind with thought, 
and vision, and ideal; it will disclose the patterns 
in the mount; it will reveal the contour of things 
unseen. That is its claim. Well, let us try it. 
I take Ruskin with me to Switzerland, that he may 
unveil to me the harmonious majesty and delicacy 
of the country, its exquisite loveliness, weddded 
to its august and austere grandeur. And I am 
bidden to take the Bible with me in my explora- 
tion of life that there may be unfolded to my 

aze the wonderful glories of the “life indeed.” 
J. Let me try it. Let me begin with its un- 
veiling of the face of God. We must read slow- 


~ The Bible: 


REV. JOHN HENRY JOWETT, D. D., NEW YORK. N. Y. 


arry It! 


ly, lingeringly, absorbingly, adding lineament to 
lineament until we gaze upon the glory of the 
Lord. We must read with our eye upon the ob- 
ject, quietly and deliberately fashioning for our- 
selves the Biblical conception of God. We mist 
gaze upon his holiness, until we are dazzled by a 
radiant whiteness for which material things pro 
vide no symbols. We must gaze upon his grace 
until the fullness and spontaneity of it affect us 
like the mighty roll of the sea. We must gaze 
upon his love until the light and warmth of it 
compass us about as with the glory of the sum- 
mer sun. And then, under the continued teach- 
ings of the book, we must watch the heavenly 
glory subdue itself to mortal fellowship, entering 
in at “lowly doors,’ and condescending to min- 
istries of infinite tenderness and care. We must 
watch the divine glory as it tabernacles itself in 
flesh, and moves about in home and market, in the 
cornfield and by the beach, among the proud and 
supercilious, among the publicans and sinners, 
among fresh little children, and people withered 
by iniquity and disease. We must follow the 
glory through Gethsemane, to Calvary, to Olivet, 
to the throne; follow it, I say, slowly, reverently, 
apprehendingly, until at the end of the lesson 
we know something about the overwhelming sig- 
nificance which the Scriptures attach to the word 
“God.” 

I wonder how many people in my congregation 
have tried this. How many of you: under the 
guidance of the book have fashioned for your 
minds the Scriptural conception of God? Many 
of the saints have done it, and if I had time I 
could present many witnesses as to what happens 
when men begin to gaze upon the countenance of 
the Lord, as unveiled in the sacred Word. There 
is a great friend of mine in the Spirit, Dr. Alex- 
ander Whyte, of Edinburgh, and here is what he 
says when he had been fashioning these great 
thoughts and entertaining them in his mind: “We 
cannot employ our minds better than by dazzling 
them and staggering them with the unspeakable 
glory of God.” And there was another man be- 
longing to this country, and who, though his 
teaching on some things are not such as satisfy 
my mind, had a glorious vision of the glory of 
God. I mean Horace Bushnell, and let me read 
you what he said when he had been contemplat- 
ing the glory: “I never so saw God, never had 
him come so broadly, clearly out. . . I have not 
seemed to compare him with anything, and set 
him in a higher value, but as he has been the all, 
and the altogether, everywhere lovely. pom ltaeis 
as if he had come out himself just near enough, 
and left me nothing but to stand still and see his 
salvation; no excitement, no stress, but an amaz- 
ing beatific tranquility.” Now the Scriptures are 
“profitable” for starting us on that great ex- 
perience. They unveil, they narrate, they coun- 
sel, they direct, until under their guidance men 
have found themselves in a spiritual glory, where 
they leave even the hints of the Bible behind. 


II. But the Scriptures are also “profitable for 
teaching” concerning the possible glorious life 
of man, Here in the book we have a guide as 
to our own possibilities. We have direction and 
counsels and patterns concerning the dignities and 
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nobilities in which we may be clothed. Here we 
have teachings which will reveal to us what each 
one may be when we fulfil the purpose of God. 
And here again I offer you very practicable coun- 
sel. Take the New Testament. Follow its un- 
veilings of the man you might be. Follow it 
slowly, hint by hint and line by line. Put it 
together as though you were fashioning the linea- 
ments of a face or constituting a personality. Put 
in the eyes. Put in the lips, the lips of the man 
you might be. Put in the ears. Put in the brain 
and let it be inspired by lovely thoughts. Put in 
the heart, and let the heart be filled with lovely 
sympathies. Give the figure hands, full of heal- 
ing and ministry. Give it feet, swift and ready 
for the path of obedience. Do you see what I 
mean? Take out the hints here and there and 
fashion the image until you can say, “That is 
the man I might be!” This book will show you 
your august dignities in Jesus Christ your Lord. 
And when you have fashioned your image and 
look into the depths of its significance you will 
find two things stand out in most obtrusive clear- 
ness. You will find that the character of the 
man you might be is both spacious and gracious. 
It has height and it has breadth. The vertical 
reach of it lays hold of God in intimate and 
vital fellowship. The horizontal reach of it lays 
hold of man in kindly affinities, sacrificial kin- 
ship, tender grace and compassion. Put it all 
together as I suggest to you, and you will be 
overwhelmed by the alluring glory. The book 
is “profitable for teaching :.” 

III. But I am further told that it is “profit- 
able for reproof.’ It is profitable not only in 
unveiling the life that might be, but in unveiling 
the life that is, not only in disclosing my possi- 
bility, but in exposing my present condition. Try 
it! You may read a novel, even a very power- 
ful novel, and while you may be interested, you 
may never be exposed. There are no shafts of 
revealing light that pierce down into the cellarings 
of your soul and expose the hidden uncleanness. 
Or you may go to the theater, and while you may 
be entertained you may never be reproved. And 
the reason is this: The theater shows you life 
as it is and not life as it might be. It portrays 
realities and not idealities. I remember a very 
notable English actor who contended that the 
theater would fulfill its highest mission by depict- 
ing life as it is. He argued that if the stage only 
depicts life in all its comminglings, life in its 
meanness and unclean passion, the onlookers 
would be repelled by the defilement and would 
go away to loathe it. It is a monstrous perver- 
sion of the true happenings in life. We shall 
never discern the uncleanness in our own lives 

Text: “Your daily tasks.” Exod. 5:13, 
by gazing on the filth without. The only way 
to reveal dirt is by a background of purity. 


I remember my friend, Mrs. Hugh Price 
Hughes, once told me of a little experience she 
had in her work in one of the poorer parts of 
London. She had a meeting of women. She was 
more than a little concerned by the want of per- 
sonal cleanliness. She did not wish to speak to 
them openly about it lest they should take offense 
and remain away, and so she got a pair of white 
kid gloves and shook hands with every woman 
as she came into the room. Every hand left its 
mark, and she sat throughout the meeting wearing 
her gloves. The next week she did the same, but 


the obtrusive dirt seen upon the white gloves be- 
gan a revealing ministry, and one by one the 
women saw their want of cleanliness against the 
white background, and at length the meeting was 
clean. It is a simple illustration, but I think 
it fills my purpose. We shall never see our un- 
cleanness until we see it in contrast with “the 
white flower of a blameless life.” If we are 
going to expose the world it will have to be by 
the unfolding of the ideal, and if the managers 
of our theaters want to send a piercing shaft intc 
the hearts of the audience they must put nobility 
on the stage. 9 

“Our secret sins are seen in the light of hi: 
countenance.” They come out and become ob: 
trusive when set in the radiance of his presence 
Let anyone, therefore, sit down and contemplate 
the glory of the Lord and the glory of his owt 
possible salvation as unveiled in the Word roy 
God, and he will find that his own ingloriou: 
life begins to depress him by its ugly presence 
It was when Isaiah had gazed upon the Lore 
“high and lifted up” that he cried, “Woe is me. 
for I am undone.” It was when Simon Pete 
had got a glimpse of his own possible glory u 
the glory of the Lord, that he cried out, “Depar 
from me, for I am an unclean man.” The Wor: 
of God is “profitable for reproof.” 


IV. But let me take you a further step. Th 
Scriptures are also “profitable for correction.” 
think that our English word “correction” 3 
scarcely expressive of the real significance of th 
apostle’s mind. I think that the word “erection 
would be nearer than correction. We want 
word suggestive of something that has fallen, tha 
has lost its position, that has been overthrowr 
and that is now being set again in its old plac« 
It is the re-erection of falling nobility. It is th 
setting straight again of that which lies in ex 
posed and crooked ruin. 


So you see the sequence of my great text. Th 
Bible first of all unveils the glory. Then in ur 
veiling the glory it exposes my shame. The 
it affords me counsel as to how my shameful defle« 
tion may be put right again. Try it! Try it 
Suppose I close the Bible and refuse to liste 
to its precepts, and I regard all its counsel < 
effete and obsolete. Where shall I find directio 
for the re-erection of fallen lives? Where woul 
you advise me to go? I had a letter last nigl 
from a man who is broken—one of a vast mu 
titude of broken people, lying overwhelmed 
the sense of irreparable disaster. What wou 
you advise me to say to him if I close the Bible 
What kind of profitable counsel may I offer et 
for the re-erection of his life? I go to my bool 
shelves and I take down the best book on ethi 
in my library. I turn to a chapter which I thir 
might be helpful. It bears the title, “Mor 
Pathology,” and indeed I find a magnificent anal: 
sis of moral disease. But when search for son 
counsel as to how a man who is held in mor 
disease can be brought to a moral life again 
search in vain. I take another book from n 
shelves, a book which when it was first publishe 
made some stir in the world. This book has < 
engaging title, “The Service of Man.” Here sur 
ly is a book in which I shall find counsel suitab 
for the reconstruction of broken life. But he 
is what I read: “It is no use disguising the fa 
there is no remedy for a bad heart.” No r 

(Continued on page 719) 


680 


— 


a ea hh Lee 


ILLUSTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 
Present Day Parables 


PAUL GILBERT, 


~ 


Fruits of Real Socialism. 
Mart. 12°33; Gal. $:22; 1°Tim. 4:1-3. 
Genuine, orthodox socialism according to its 
Own expressed tenets and licensed advocates, 


(865) 


_ is opposed to Christianity, the constitution, the 


marriage relation as accepted by all civilized 
nations and consequently the home which we 
designate the unit of civilization. Such a creed 
must in the very nature of the case produce 
its logical, deadly fruit and such it has done in 
many instances, but none more strikingly than 


_ that announced in press dispatches during No- 


a 


vember, when it was stated that Paul Lafargue 
and his wife, Laura, a daughter of Carl Marx, 


the highpriest and prophet of socialism, had 


committed suicide. In 1898, Eleanor Marx, 
another daughter of Karl Marx, committed sui- 
cide after being abandoned by Edward B. Ave- 
ling, a noted Irish-English socialist, with 


_ whom she had lived in adultery in true sociaist 
_ style, after he had abandoned his first wife. 


The fruits of a Christian civilization cannot 


_ be procured from an anti-Christian tree. 


cultural interests of the South. 


Beating the Devil. 
Phil. 1:9, 10; Luke 16:8. 
Nearly everyone is familiar with Dr. Knapp’s 
4Anvaluable work in connection with the agri- 
Perhaps his 
greatest work was that of counteracting the 
devastating work of the boll-weevil in the cot- 
ton fields. He taught the farmers the value of 
selecting seed and how to plant and cultivate 
intensively so that the cotton would produce 
its boll before the weevils were ready to lay 
their eggs. : 
Some day we are going to employ as much 


(866) 


science in the raising of boys as we do in the 


production of cotton and hogs. Some form of 
sin and temptation will be found in every com- 


_ munity ready to blight, but it is possible for the 
_ Christian forces so to environ and inspire its 


~ youth that they will be morally immune to the 


temptations when they come. 
Concentration. (867) 
Nets Ao2 isan oe Sal Cor, 1:10. 

Concentration is a word but little understood 
—an art of which but few are masters. A little 
steel-tipped bullet shot from a rifle will pene- 
trate the tough hide of a hippopotamus. A 
charge of bird-shot containing twice the 
amount of lead, propelled by an even larger 
charge of powder, will scatter harmlessly over 
the beast’s hide. Concentration explains the 
difference. The full force of the entire charge 
is back of the little bullet; the force of the bird- 
shot charge is scattered. In the church it 
means the organization of its forces, especially 


the men, so that all may move together in- 


telligently. It means inter-church organiza- 
tion and- co-operation in the prosecution of 
social, industrial, civic and religious enterprises. 
It means the melting of the bird shot of indi- 
vidual sporadic effort and moulding it into a 
steel-capped bullet with which to pierce the 


tough hide of the monsters of greed, graft and 
godlessness. 
Creating a Demand. (868) 
Luke 14:23; Rom. 10:18; Acts 8:1. 

A friend of mine was telling about the ex- 
tent of the market for the sale of his goods. 
“Why,” said he, “they just want our goods all 
over Texas.” When I visited his place of busi- 
ness I expected to find great rooms crowded 
with customers, but I found only small quar- 


ters. “Where are your show-rooms and stock, 
and customers?” I inquired. “Oh, we don’t 
have the customers come here. We send the 


goods out on the road through our agents who 
persuade the people that they want our goods 
and there they buy them,” was the smiling re- 
ply. 

Brethren, they won’t come to our churches 
in great numbers, the masses, but the Chris- 
tians of any community can create the demand 
for the knowledge of the way by going out 
among the people where they are living and 
working. They need our Christ and are hun- 
gry for the Life—Merlin Fairfax. 


“Cant is a boy with his grandmother’s relig- 
ion.” 
Honesty. (869) 
Hos. 12:7; Mic. 6:10; Zech. 5:3. 
Not long since, I was shown through the 
wonderful National Cash Register offices and 
factory at Dayton, O. I was told that their 
product is sold in every civilized place in the 
world and that in twenty-five years since the 
beginning of the business over a million ma- 
chines had been sent out. As I was leaving 
the gentleman who had been my genial in- 
structor and guide said, “There is something 
pathetic about this whole scheme.” I asked 
for that side of it, and he promptly replied, 
“The basic idea of this entire business is that 
everybody is going to be dishonest and must 
be watched.—-Fred B. Smith. 


The Emigrant 

Deut. 10:19; Deut. 23:7. 
“Mercy for us who dare despise 
Men in whose loins our Homer lies; 
Mothers of men who shall bring to us 
The glory of Titian, the grandeur of Huss; 
Children in whose frail arms shall rest 
Prophets and singers and saints of the West.” 

Brains and Dollars. (871) 

Prov. 22:29; Prov. 27:23. } 

The weekly wage of unskilled labor in the 
United States is $10.20; the wage of technically 
trained men is $30 to $50 per week. And yet, 
of all the males engaged in business, trade and 
professional lines, only 5 per cent are fitted bv 
educational facilities for their positions; 95 
per cent are not so trained. This means that 
while the unskilled worker is earning $530 a 
year he is losing to himself, his family, and to 
society $2,028, because he isn’t trained. In 
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forty years he will earn $21,200 and lose $81,120. 

“Ninety per cent of those who succeed come 
from the ninety per cent of those who have 
failed.” 


Using one’s Knowledge. (872) 

Jno. 7:17; Jno. 9:25; 1 Jno. 1:7; Hos. 6:3. 

A man who was making a journey in a 
strange country came to a place where four 
roads met and where the guide post had fallen 
down. At first he was greatly puzzled to 
know what to do. Finally he said to himself: 

“What do 1 know? Well, I know the di- 
rection of the place I came from, nothing 
more.” Then picking up the fallen post he 
placed it with the arm, on which the name of 
the town that he had just left was printed, 
- pointing in that direction, and immediately he 
knew the direction of the other three cities. 


Gush. 

Mae seep reve, JIVE 
-In a Massachusetts city in a certain Sunday 
School there is a men’s class numbering 140. 
One Sunday recently they had just been sing- 
ing quite lustily, “There are lonely hearts that 
perish while the days are going by.” At the 
close of the song the superintendent of the 
school informed the class that there were seven 
classes of boys without teachers and asked for 
recruits from their ranks. Not a man would 
consent to undertake the service. That’s the 
reason why some strong men on the outside of 
the church don’t believe the men in some 
churches care very much for the Christian job. 
And they are right. 


(873) 


The Boy That Was Tied. (874) 
ars Sy Silke Tass WSs). 

In a small Eastern town a feeble-minded boy 
was sent to a poor-farm to be taken care of. 
Being a mischievous little fellow, he played so 
many pranks that the folks in charge were 
compelled to do something to restrain him. 
They restrained him effectively by locking him 


in aroom at night and in bad weather, and i 
tying him to a stake in the yard on pleaaaa 
days. 

Pretty soon the newspapers learned the facts 
and quickly put an end to stake-tying in the 
case of that particular boy. Dealing with the 
situation in a characteristic editorial, the New 
York Evening Journal quoted another paper as 
follows: : = | 

“The boy has been tied to a post in the yarc 
of an almshouse, except in inclement weather 
He seems to think now that it is a part of his 
existence; and he often runs to the post, takes 
a rope made of bed ticking (with which he was 
usually tied), places it around his waist, anc 
waits for one of the aged inmates to tie- him.’ 

In its forceful way the Journal proceeds tc 
drive home the fact that the world is full o: 
grown-ups quite as willing to be bound to the 
stake by superstition, ignorance, or folly as 
was the half-witted boy to be tied with a corc 
of bed ticking. 


Education Without Religion. 

Matt. 23:27; Luke 11:46; Job 28:28. 

Dr. Clarence A. Barbour says: “I knew of < 
young man who graduated with honors fron 
the Hartford High School; who graduatec 
from Yale College and then from Yale Law 
School at the head of his class. It semed tha 
there were no limits to his possibilities. Eigh 
years after his graduation, however, I saw hin 
stagger out of one of the lowest groggeries 
Four months later, while intoxicated, he wa: 
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exposed to a blizzard and his hands and fee 


so frozen that amputation was necessary. bu 
his depleted system being unable to resist the 
shock, he died after a few days. It has beer 
authoritatively stated by one of the leadins 
mission workers of North America that ther 
are ten thousand college men in New Yor] 
City alone who are “down and out,” while ther 
are probably more than that number in the cit) 
of Chicago. It is unnecessary to hark back t« 
the times of Greece to prove that education i: 
no safeguard against decay. 


Ten Good Reasons Why Every Respectable 
Man Should Swear Just as Often and 
as Hard as He Can. 

1. Because it is such an elegant way of ex- 
pressing one’s thoughts. 

2. Because it is such a conclusive proof of 
taste and good breeding. 

3. Because it is such a sure way of making 
one’s self agreeable to his friends. 

ae Because it is a positive evidence of ac- 
quaintance with good literature. 

bs Because it furnishes such a good exam- 
ple and training for boys. 

6. Because it is just what a man’s mother 
enjoys having her son do. 

7. Because it would look so nice in print. 

8. Because it is such a good way of in- 
creasing one’s self-respect. 

9. Because it is such a help to manhood 
and virtue in many ways. 
40) Because it is such an infallible way of 
improying one’s chances in the hereafter. 


Don’t Swear. 

“T know some good men,” says Robert J 
Burdette, “some of the best in the world, whi 
will ‘confound it,’ and even a deacon whi 
has been known, under a terrible strain, t 
‘hang it But as a rule, my boy, don’t do it 
‘Don’t swear. It is not an evidence of smart 
ness or worldly wisdom. Any fool can sweat 
and a good many fools do it. Ah! if you coul 
only gather up all the useless, uncalled-fo: 
ineffective oaths that have drepped along th 
pathway of my life, I know it would remov 
stumbling blocks from many inexperience 
feet, and my heart would be lighter by a to 
than it is today. But if you are going to b 
a fool just because other men have been, ol 
my son, what a hopeless fool you will be!” 


Radiation 
One of the most beautiful epitaphs ever writ 
ten is chiseled in white marble on the grave of 
little girl: “A child of whom her playmates sai: 
‘It was easier to be good when -she’ was. wit 


us.’”’—Youth’s Companion. 
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The Victorious Christ. (877) 

_A great painter has left om the walls of a 
little cell in his Florentine convent a picture 
of the victorious Christ, white-robed and ban- 
ner-bearing, breaking down the iron gates 
that shut in the dark rocky cave; and flocking 
to him with outstretched hands of eager wel- 

_ come, the whole long series from the first man 
cand te er hastening to rejoice in his light, 


and to participate in his redemption. 


Hearing God’s Voice in Solitude. (878) 
_ Nature seems to be silent to the busy trav- 
eler who never gets away from the thumping 
of the piston of the engine and the rattle of 
the wheels of the train. Let him go and sit 
down by himself on the mountain top, and 
the silence becomes all vocal and full of noises. 
_Go into the lone place of silent contemplation, 
and so get near God, and you will hear his 
_ voice. 


e. Prometheus. (879) 
c Old legends tell us of one who came from 
- the abode of the gods, with a spark of divine 
fire hidden in a hollow reed. Christ has come 
from the throne, with the fiery life which he 
will give to all that trust him, hidden in the 
frail reed of his manhood. 


<> 


The Theater by Daylight. (880) 
Were you ever on the stage of a theater in 
the daytime? Did you ever see what miserable 
daubs the scenes look, and how seamy it all is 
when the pitiless sunshine comes in? Let that 
great light pour on your life, and be thankful 
if you find out what a daub it has been, whilst 
yet paint and brushes and time are at your dis- 
posal, and you may make the future fairer than 
, 


the past. 


ar 


er ee 


Remorse. (881) 
_ The stings of marine jelly-fish will burn 
“for days after if you wet them. And so all 
_wrong-doing and all neglect of right-doing of 
every sort carries with it a subsequent pain. 
Or else the wounded limb mortifies, and that 
-is-worse. There is no pain then; it would be 
_ better if there were. 


3 Life Related to Eternity. (882) 
As in some seaweed, far out in the depths of 
the ocean, the tiny frond that floats upon the 
“billow goes down and down and down, by 

filaments that knit it to the basal rock, so the 
“most insignificant act of our fleeting days has 
-a hold upon eternity, and life in all its moments 
may be knit to the permanent. 


j “Live Soberly.”. (883) 
The engines will work on all the same, 


“though the bows of the ship be turned to the 
‘rocks, and driving straight on the reef. It is 
the engineer’s business to start them and keep 
‘them going; it is their business to turn the 
‘screw; it is somebody else’s business to look 


~~ 
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Illustrations from Sermons of Alexander Maclaren 


ALEXANDER MACLAREN 


after the navigation. We have our “humors 
under lock and key” in order that we may con- 
trol them. And if we do not we shall-go all to 
rack and ruin. 


Dwarfed Lives. (884) 
There are many men punctiliously trying to 
control their natures, and to live righteously; 
but all their thoughts run along the low levels, 
and they are absolutely blind and deaf to voices 
and sights from heaven. They are like some 
of those truncated pyramids, broad-based upon 
the solid earth, and springing with firm lines to 
a certain height, and then coming to a dead 
stop, and so being but stumps, which leave a 
sense of incompleteness, because all the firm 
lines have not gathered themselves up into the 
sky-piercing point which aspires still higher 
than it has reached. 


Laying up Treasure in Heaven. (885) 
The Jews invented banking and letters of 
credit in order that they might the more easily 
shift their wealth from one land to another as 
exigencies required. We are strangers where 
we are. Do not put your property into the 
country in which you live as an alien, and lock 
it up there; but remit, as you can do, to the 
land where you are going, and to which you 
belong. Home securities are a good deal bet- 
ter than foreign ones. 


Nobility of the Lowest Life. (886) 

How noble the lowest life may become, like 
some poor, rough sea-shell with a gnarled and, 
dimly colored exterior, tossed about in the 
surge of a stormy sea, or anchored to a rock, 
but when opened all iridescent with rainbow 
sheen within, and bearing a pearl of great 
price! So, to outward seeming, my life may 
be rough and solitary, and inconspicuous and 
sad, but, in inner reality, it may have come to 
Mount Zion, the city of the living God, and 
have angels for its guardians, and all the first- 
born for its brethren and companions. 


Peace:—A Highland Scene. (887) 
I remember once standing by the side of a 
little Highland loch, on a calm autumn day, 
when all the winds were still, and every birch 
tree stood unmoved, and every twig reflected 
on the steadfast mirror, into the depths of 
which heaven’s own blue seemed to have found 
its way. That is what our hearts may be, if we 
let Christ put his guarding hand round them to 
keep the storms off, and have him within us 
for our rest. But the man who does not trust 
Jesus is like the troubled sea which cannot rest, 
but goes moaning round half the world, home- 
less and hungry, rolling and heaving, monot- 
onous and yet changeful, salt and barren—the 
true emblem of every soul that has not listened 
to the merciful call, “Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” : 


Illustrations on Education 


THOMAS H. WARNER, 


Deut. 6:6, 7; Prov. 1:8, 9; Dan. 1:3, 4; John 
TANARIS eNCtSea/ 22 
Education in America. (890) 
The figures given in the report of the Com- 
missioner of Education show in elementary 
schols, public and private, 17,960,049 pupils; in 
secondary schols, 1,034,827; in universities and 
colleges, 183,344; in professional schools of 
medicine, law and theology, 65,783; in 
normal schools, 82,288—in all 19,326,291 
pupils in the schools enumerated. Of 
the primary pupils 1,667,348 were in pri- 
vately controlled institutions. The public 
schools are officered by an army of 506,040 
teachers, among whom 108,300, or 21.4 per 
cent, were men. The public schools cost $403,- 
647,289 and the school property was valued at 
$967,775,587. The cost of education, like the 
cost of living, seems to be steadily on the in- 
crease, the rate per pupil having doubled in the 
last forty years. 


Education not Appreciated. (891) 

“That the appreciation of scholarship among 
students at the present day is very low would 
hardly seem to need demonstration,’ was the 
assertion of President Lowell, of Harvard Uni- 
versity, in an address before the university 
convocation at Albany, N. Y. 

“In the cases of colleges,” he continued, “it 
is notorious; and it is certain in time to work 
down into the schools to an even greater ex- 
tent than it has done already. Sayings familiar 
among students, such as that high scholars 
never amount to anything afterwards, that in 
later life the ‘sports’ pass the ‘grinds,’ are suffi- 
cient evidences of the way in which they re- 
gard rank. 

“This feeling seems to have been progressive, 
as is shown by the very words used to indi- 
cate the student who works hard. A genera- 
tion ago he was called a ‘grind,’ but now he is 
often referred to as a ‘greasy grind,’ the adjec- 
tive, of course, being used to imply contempt. 
In fact, it may be doubted whether the respect 
for scholarship has ever been so low in any 
institution of learning as it is in American 
colleges at the present time.” 


Earning an Education. (892) 
Oscar Block, who was graduated in civil en- 
gineering from Washington University, paid 
his way through school with the money he 
earned from the sale of newspapers. The for- 
mer “newsie” will practice his profession in St, 
Louis. For many years he sold papers every 
day at Cupples station and saved his earnings. 
In the meantime he pursued his high school 
studies. He is 22 years old and ranked among 
the highest in the 1910 class. 


Application and Education. (893) 

Dr. Arnold, the illustrious Master of Rugby 
England’s famous school for boys, once said 
experience had taught him that “the difference 
between boys was not so much one of ability 
as of application.” Admitting that some boys 
had better brains and stronger bodies than 


| 
| 


| 
others, he was of the opinion that in the lon 
run the lads who applied themselves earnest] 
and persistently to the tasks before them inad 
the best record in after years, as men of useft 
and noble lives. Bright boys, he said, wer 
somewhat inclined to presume on their abilit 
to carry them through without putting fort 
their utmost efforts, while those who were nc 
so favored were more apt to make the mos 
of the powers given them. 


Tact and Education. (894 

The case of William Sidis, the wonderft 
boy mathematician, 11 years old, is strong! 
against the theory that a boy’s natural ter 
dencies are to be consulted in fixing a caree 
The father, who is a doctor and an author, tel’ 
of the boy, that mathematics was very di: 
tasteful to him when he was in the gramme 
school and he didn’t show the slightest taler 
for it. 

But how did mathematics get such a hold a 
him? The father didn’t urge him. The ba 
drifted along in his own way. The fathe 
brought into the home some games that re 
quired more or less knowledge of the simp) 
processes of arithmetic. The father playe 
these games with the son, and so managed 
that the boy’s interest soon shifted from tk 
toys to the mathematics involved in them. Th 
was the start of the boy’s great career as 
mathematician. 


Persistence and Education. (895 

John Wesley’s home education, under tk 
tutelage of his parents themselves, was p 
culiar, and well calculated to initiate him ear! 
in habits of order and perseverance in accon 
plishing any object he might undertake. “Wh 
my dear,” said his father to his mother, whi 
patiently teaching one of their children a sin 
ple lesson, which it was slow to learn—“wh 
my dear, do you tell that dull boy the san 
thing twenty times over?” “Because,” replie 
the mother, “nineteen times won’t do. If 
tell him but nineteen times all mv labor is los 
but the twentieth secures the object!” | 


Accuracy in Education. (89% 

The late William E. Curtis said: “One « 
the hardest tests given applicants who go b 
fore the civil service commission boards « 
examiners is in the form of printed matt 
which is to be copied without a single chang 
It is said to be surprising to find how mar 
intelligent people find it impossible to proper 
stand this test. They can frequently corre 
errors in language which they cannot co] 
verbatim. 

There was lately an applicant who show: 
his aptitude for this work. He was given 
printed page and told to copy it. 

“Want it just like this?” he asked. 

“Without a change,” the examiner replied. 

The man labored. The printed matter w 
on a white sheet that was spotless, with t 
exception of a fly speck on one of its corne 
The sheet the student had was minus a blet 
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: ish in that particular spot, but when it was 
turned in there was a well-imitated fly speck. 
E There was not a flaw in the work, and he re- 
ceived a rating of 100 on that portion of his 
examination and today is one of the best and 
most trusted employes in the service of the 
commission, where he was detailed shortly 


after taking his examination.” 


Imagination in Education. (897) 
In one of the schools at Columbia, Mo., a 
visitor asked of one of the lower-grade classes 
this question: “What is the axis of the earth?” 
_ “An imaginary line passing from one pole 
_ to the other, on which the earth revolves,” was 
the proud reply. 


-. “Yes,” said the examiner, “and could you 
hang a bonnet on it?” 
Ses. oSir:”” 


“Indeed, and what kind of a bonnet?” 
& An imaginary bonnet, sir.” The visitor 
was satisfied. 


Recreation and Education. (898) 
Broadly speaking, German school-boys never 
play. They have no time for games, but at- 
tend day schools without play-grounds, and are 
so overweighted with lessons that all their 
spare energy is used up in the endeavor to 
get through the work alotted to them. 
They really have no opportunity for running 
or jumping, playing at ball or marbles, paper- 
chases, or any of the other amusements to 
which American school-boys, as a rule, devote 
themselves. 
When a German boy exhibits symptoms of 


Literary Ill 


J. EDGAR R 


Joy and Tears. (900) 

“T saw in my dreams,” says a poet, “two 
fountains flowing side by side. One was a 
fountain of joy and the other of tears. Anda 
voice said to me, ‘These two fountains flow to- 
gether all through human life. God makes 
them flow together that from one his children 
may learn gratitude, and from the other trust.” 


Daily Touch With God. (901) 
In a sermon on Unforgetting Fidelity, 
Thomas G. Selby uses this illustration: “In 
the days before the Siberian railway was open, 
an English traveler returned from Eastern 
Asia to St. Petersburg by sledge and post- 
horse, and had his companion an official of the 
Russian telegraph service. They kept close to 
the wires, and, through the good offices of this 
man in the favorite service, were able to con- 
verse each night with friends. A gleam of hope 
came to the treeless, desolate snow-covered 
steppes. And may it not be thus with God’s 
people in the forlorn and desolate passages of 
their history? By keeping to the course of 
spiritual law and life, access into God’s pres- 
ence is always possible. They may realize that 
God and the gates of heaven are at hand.” 


va 


Rejoicing in Sorrow. (902) 

Dr. J. H. Jowett is not only a good preacher, 
but he is a grand man. Last summer he was 
home in England on his vacation. While there 
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exhaustion, caused by overwork, his parents 
enter him at a gymnastic institution, and com- 
pel him to attend one or two evening courses 
of “scientific calisthenics.” These, however, 
are not presented to him in the light of play, 
but downright hard physical work. 

Athletic sports are more common in English- 
speaking countries than in any other, and it 
may be that the life of a German school-boy 
seems harder to us than it really is. 


Parents and Education. (890) 

A little girl whose tendency toward affec- 

tation was marked brought the teacher a note 

that gave proof of the fact that the child’s af- 

fectation was evidently inherited from the 

maternal side of the house. The excuse was 
as follows: 


“Dear Miss W.:—The non-appearance of 
Evelina Louise at school yesterday was an un- 
avoidable necessity occasioned by indisposition 
superinduced, I fear me, by my own lack of 
forethought in permitting her to partake of 
innutritious and indigestible concomitants be- 
yond her capacity to assimilate. Hence the re- 
sultant indisposition and indigestion necessitat- 
ing the absence of Evelina from school. Kind- 
ly pardon an overfond mother’s lack of judg- 
ment and excuse my daughter’s absence for 
which IJ am in a measure if not altogether re- 
sponsible, for I should have made my will 
power superior to hers and thus saved her 
from the mastication of injurious concomitants. 
I beg to assure you that it will not occur 
again.” 


ustrations 


USSELL, 


his mother was taken sick and died. One was 
telling him how sad it all was, and he answered 
that it was so beautiful that he could be at 
home at the time his dear mother got her re- 
lease. : 


; Transformed. (903) 

In one of his poems Heine writes of a poor, 
broken, misshapen poet who is transformed 
into strength and beauty when the ideal of his 
love draws nigh. The imagination of the poet 
is the truth of Christianity. ‘We all.with un- 
veiled face, beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord.” 


Vision-ary. (904) 
The dalemen used to make merry with the 
poet Wordsworth when they saw him sitting 
hour by hour on some gray stone. Some ot 
them thought he was an idle rascal, more of 
them thought he was a little crazed. But Words- 
worth was watching nature like a lover—he 
was wisely passive that he might get her voice; 
he waited on nature with a splendid faithful- 
ness, and we are debtors to his waiting till this 
hour. 


The Life Behind the Sermon. (905) 
In “His Hope of the Gospel,’ J. D. Jones 
writes thus of the power of a holy life: “There 


are some men who must be known if their 
power is to be understood. I think of a preach- 
er of my own acquaintance. In print his ser- 
monts are almost dull, as they are certainly 
Jacking in literary style. But when you come 
into his presence the transparent honesty of 
the man, the obvious saintliness of the man, 
lend to his words compelling and subduing’ 
power. ‘I cannot understand your minister’s 
power,’ said a visitor to a friend of mine who 
was a member of a midland church, to which 
a man ministered who was not a great preach- 
er, perhaps, but who was a great saint. ‘I 
cannot understand your minister’s power,’ he 
said, ‘I do not see very much in him.’ ‘Ah,’ 
replied the host, ‘there are thirty years of holy 
life behind every sermon.’ ‘A man blossoms 
through his lips,’ says Dr. George Adam Smith, 
‘and no man is a prophet whose word is not 
the virtue and the flower of a gracious and 


aE ee) 


consecrated life: 


Law-breakers. (906) 

I spent Sunday night and Monday morning 
in a hotel in a certain Ohio city not long since. 
A local option election was in the near future, 


size it that that was a sample of the Rose law, 
He failed to note that four or five other laws 
had at the same time been violated. And the 
city authorities who had winked at the viola+ 
tion of the one law had also winked at the 
violation of the others. 


Company of Saints Not Wanted (907 
J. D. Jones writes: “I remember when i 
Venice seeing an American gentleman sittin 
in a room which contained Titian’s glorious 
Annuciation, listlessly turning over the leaves 
of his catalogue, and looking the very picture 
of weariness. I overheard his wife say to him: 
‘Come along, John, to room so and so; there’s 
something besides saints there.’ John foun 
absolutely no delight in the glowing canvases 
by which he was surrounded. The truth is, yo 
need a little of the artist’s soul.” 


Illustrations of Service 


Truly Saved. (908,) 

In one of Gipsy Smith’s meetings a man 
said, “I have spent twenty years in prison for 
murder, but God has saved me.” Another 
said, “I have been.a drunkard for twenty years, 
and God has saved me.” Another said, “I have 
been a coiner of counterfeit money, and the 
Lord has saved me.” Then Gypsy Smith got 
up and said: “Men, listen. God has done won- 
ders for you, but don’t forget he did more for 
this gypsy boy than for all of you put to- 


gether. He saved me before I reached those 
places. God has saved me from committing 
such sins.” 


Results of Life—Who or What. (909) 

Part of an inscription on a tombstone in a 
soldier’s graveyard in Virginia reads: ‘Who 
they were no man knows; what they were all 
men know.” 

The question is not so much who we are, as 
what we have done with our life. It matters 
very little who we are; but what we are con- 
cerns both God and our fellow-men. 


Sowing and Reaping. 910 

The biographer of Benedict Hota ae a 
of the despair of the traitor’s final days, the 
remorse that gnawed his heart, the agony that 
filled his life. But no arbitrary decree was im- 
posed upon Arnold. He plotted the surrender 
the surrender of the interests committed to 
him as a general, planned the stratagem that 
ended in the capture and execution of Andre, 
and received $30,000 in gold for his treachery. 
Having gone over to the enemy, he placed him- 
self at the head of a band of English troops 
and went forth to destroy the towns and vil- 
lages of his boyhood and pillaged the homes 
of his old friends. He sowed avarice, and of 
avarice he reaped $30,000. He sowed distrust 
in America; he reaped distrust and dishonor 
from those who had bought his honor. He 


sowed treason, he reaped infamy. 
contempt for the colonists, and, dying, he 
reaped the contempt from his old friends, whe 
counted his body carrion. For the harvests o4 
the soul represent not arbitrary decrees, but 
the workings of the natural law. If Ceres, the 
goddess of harvests, makes the sheaf to reap 
the seed, conscience, recalling man’s career! 
ordains that like produces like. What a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap, is the law of 
nature and God.—N. D. Hillis. 


Face the Responsibility. (911) 

In Great Britain every farmer is obliged by 
law to have on his carts a brass plate contain- 
ing his name and the name of his farm. The 
Bishop of Hereford said he did not see why, if 
a farmer were compelled to have his name on 
his cart, the owner of slum property should not 
be obliged to have a plate on each house saying 
who was the owner. That simple pete. | 
would, he believed, do more than all their 
large schemes to improve the worst class of 
slum property. | 


The Quality of Human Character. (912) 
“In the book of Job we are told that God 
and Satan had a controversy. It wasn’t about 
the weather, nor about the roads, nor about 
the crops, nor the markets, nor even theology. 
nor the methods of Bible interpretation. No 
it wasn’t about any thing at all. It was about 
the one subject which from the beginning of 
the world has been, and, until Satan has been 
finally deposed, will be alike the pride of the 
Great Creator and the envy of the Evil One— 
the quality of human character which is the 
product of the kingdom of God. ‘Hast thot 
considered my servant Job, that there is none 
like him in the earth; a perfect and an uprigh' 
man, one that feareth God and _ eschewetl 
evil?’” 
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Owe a 


duced very much wreckage hitherto. 


Holding the Reins. (913) 

An old stage-driver used to boast that in 
over twenty-five years on the road he had 
never hurt a passenger, nor a horse. In ex- 


planation, he used to affirm that he always 
held on to the reins, and that any horse could 
_ Tun away if he were only permitted to get the 
start. “But,” said he, “I never let them get the 
_ start! that’s the whole secret.” 


Had the old stage-driver been in commercial 


life, he would have been known for the same 
qualities. 


It is safe to say that he would have 
held the reins, and not permitted himself to 
embark in risky ventures. 

Holding the reins is a safe thing to do. Any 


_ horse can run away once he gets the start. And 


the most trivial thing may start the runaway. 

A man may feel that he can control a habit. 
But it is a good deal safer not to risk a habit 
getting a possible start. Certain habits have 
run away with a good many, and have pro- 
It is bet- 
ter to hold the reins and, like the old stage- 
driver, “never let the horses get out of your 
hand.”’—East and West. 


Rich and Poor. (914) 
_ G, Campbell Morgan says: “I was conduct- 
ing special services in a town in the midlands, 
and there came into the room a rag-picker who 
had grown hoary in the service of Satan. But 
God had touched his heart and he had come 


into the meeting seeking a closer knowledge of 


him. Kneeling next to him was the mayor of 
the city who six weeks before had sentenced 
this rag-picker to a month’s hard labor. He 
had been out two weeks and there they were 
side by side, and the Lord came to both of 
them there. When the mayor got up he went 


over to the rag-picker and said, ‘Well, we didn’t 


meet hete last titne.’ The old fellow looked 
up and when he recognized the mayor, he said, 
‘No, we will never meet again as we did the last 
time, praise God.’” 


Making a Garden. (916) 

One day a man saw workmen pushing wheel- 
barrows over a rough piece of ground. 

“What are they doing?” he asked his friend, 

“Making a garden,” was the reply. 

“But I thought a garden just grew?” ex- 
claimed the man. 

“There could not be a greater mistake,” said 
his friend. “To make a garden means weeks 
of back-breaking toil!” 

Many of us have fallen into the same shallow 
and foolish blunder regarding the making of 
character. We thought the graces of Christ’s 
gentlemanliness grew so easily. Now we know 
that they are achieved only by ceaseless v' - 
ilance and constant struggle. “No man L_- 


comes a saint in his sleep,” said Carlyle. We 
must be fully armed and sharply alert. We 
must wrestle and fight and pray. Yet thank 


God the issue does not depend entirely on our 
varying courage and easily exhausted enthu- 
siasm. In this strenuous and exhilarating ad- 
venture we are not lonely and isolated soldiers. 

Napoleon when patrolling a camp one night, 
found a young sentry asleep at his post. Napo- 
leon quietly took the musket out of his hand, 
and marched up and down himself until in the 
dawn the soldier awoke to find his general 
keeping watch in his place. So, when the bat- 
tle of life is hot and the situation critical, and 
we are in peril of base surrender, Christ him- 
self will re-enforce our weakness, heal our de- 
spair, and vanquish the hostile forces that are 
too much for us.—Unidentified. 


Illustrations from Sea-Faring Men 


W. C. POOLE. 


feSame 12:23 Hzra 8-21+)Psa. 107:7; Ezek. 27:29. 
Knew the Channel. (917) 

The great ocean liners generally secure a 
pilot at the entrance of the Chesapeake Bay to 
pilot them up its channel to Baltimore, over a 
hundred miles away. The following conversa- 
tion is reported to have recently occurred in 
securing one of these men who would rather 
lose their lives than lose a ship trusted to them: 

“Do you know all the rocks in the bay?” 

ENOL 

“Do you know the reefs?” 

cNiOn” 

““Do you know all the shoals and flats?” 

KONiGe- 

“And you want to pilot this costly cargo and 
ship?” came back the impatient answer. “What 
do you know?” 

“T know a channel wide enough to safely 
carry five ships like this side by side. I have 
piloted ships through it for thirty years and 
never lost or grounded one,” calmly replied the 
pilot, who was employed. f 

Neither is it necessary to know all the evils 
and corruption in the world to pilot souls into 
heaven. One right channel is sufficient. Christ 
is the Way. 
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The Salt Water Worm. (918) 
lisawezeclorn escamoal2 phe Oslo: 

The salt water worm is to all woodwork and 
wooden boats in salt water what sin is to the 
Christian. This little worm so honeycombed 
one of the most costly ocean piers that it fell 
before it was three years old. 

The worm is so small, insignificant and ap- 
parently harmless that one attracts little or no 
attention except from one who knows its dan- 
gers. At last a chemical solution has been 
found that makes the boats immune to its dan- 
gers. This paint has become the breast-plate 
of protection for all woodwork that must stay 
in salt water. 

One Fault. (919) 
Eccl. 9:18; Matt. 5:19; 1 Cor. 9:27. 

While walking through a shipbuilding yard, 
I found the workmen busy removing from a 
large schooner the main-mast. Not seeing 
any cause for its removal, I asked the owner, 
who was with me, why it was being removed. 
In its entire length my untrained eye did not 
see a fault. ; 

Quickly his trained eye scanned the entire 
length and soon found just one defect about 


the size of one’s finger near the bottom. “The 
mast is perfect,” said he, “and would be as 
good as new except for that decayed place, but 
that one spot makes it worthless and if the 
mast should be left in the boat, the mast and 
sails would swept away in the first good breeze 
and probably wreck the boat.” 


Cross-currents and Tribulations. (920) 

Psa. 148:8; Rom. 5:3; 2 Cor. 1:4; 2 Cor. 7:4. 

A great many men along the shores of the 
Chesapeake Bay make their living by catching 
oysters with tongs. These tongs have handles 
sometimes thirty feet long—more generally 
about twenty feet long—and are used in water 
nearly as deep as the handles are long. 

What the oystermen dread the most is for 
the wind to blow one way and the tide another 
way. This makes a choppy surface to the 
water, causing the boat to drift. It is here that 
the most patient are severely tested. It might 
also be said that no class of toilers are more 
patient than oystermen and fishermen, at least 
I have not found them. 


Driftwood and Drifting Christians. 
Eph. 4:14; Jas. 1:6. 

The spring floods often carry great numbers 

of logs down the inland streams to the Chesa- 
peake Bay. These logs become a source of 
danger to shipping. A steamer running into 
the end of one is liable to sustain serious dam- 
age. As these logs float with the tide they are 
carried back and forth over the same section 
until washed upon the shore by the waves. 
_ While a source of great danger when drift- 
ing, they become valuable timber when caught 
and towed ashore, and many persons have 
made hundreds of dollars in a few days saving 
these dangerous drift logs. 


(921) 


Sandy Beach—Walking Easiest Near the 


Ocean. (922) 
Rom. 5:5; Titus 3:4; Jude 21; Eph. 5:2; 
non 1:9) 


Did you ever notice that walking is easier 
nearest the ocean as you walked along the 
beach. The tide has leveled and packed the 
sand. So is it easier walking nearest the ocean 
of God’s love. 


A Dead Calm Worse Than Storms. (923) 
Nahum 1:3; Mark 4:37; Psa. 107:25; 148:8; 89:9. 
To the ancient mariner the dead calm seems 


to have brought the most troubles and hor- 
rors. Certainly, good sailors in a good boat 
prefer the risk of a storm to the idleness of a 
dead calm. Toplady seems to have understood 
this when he wrote: ; | 
“But should the surges rise, 
And hope delay to come, 
Blest be the tempest, kind the storm, 
Which drives us nearer home.” 


Shooting Ducks in Time of Snow. (924) 
Prov. 1:7; Ezek. 13:18; Gen. 25:27. : 
When the river where wild ducks feed 1s: 
covered over with snow. the hunter cuts a large 
place in the ice through which they can feed. 
He then carefully dresses in perfect white and 
paints or covers his gun in white. Blinded as 
the ducks are by the snow and not looking for 
danger from snow white things, they fall an 
easy victim to the hunter. The hunter is far 
more dangerous because he is robed in the 
whiteness of things around him. 


An End at Last. 

Obadiah 4; Hab. 2:9; Isa. 16:2. 

For half a century a fish hawk’s nest has 

been in an old pine near the river shore. It 

is not known if the same birds have used it all 

this time, but last summer the lightning struck 

the tree and shattered it and scattered the nest 

so that not a hand full remained in one place. 

The birds were not in the tree at the time and 
escaped. 


(925) 


Songs of the Sea. (926) 

Seafaring men have been religious as well as 
profane. No more deeply reverent men can be 
found than sea-faring men. Jesus selected his 
chosen twelve chiefly from fishermen. As a 
pastor I never had as large a percentage of a 
congregation daily Bible readers as among one 
congregation which obtained its living from 
the water. 

Their hymns are adapted to their life and 
line of thought. They have a power and sing 
with a power I have never seen elsewhere. A 
favorite chorus with these people is: 

“Oh stand the storm, it won’t be long, 

We'll anchor by and by; 
Oh stand the storm, it won’t be long, 
We'll anchor by and by.” 

To them life is a stormy sea, heaven the long 

sought port. 


Observation Points 


BENJAMIN L. HERR, 


i The Nature Its Own Vindication. 

Line noted artist Whistler was at one time 
a cadet at West Point. While he loved sol- 
diering, his nature was that of an artist and 
this fact was continually manifest. 

An incident of his West Point career illus- 
trates this. One of his instructors who hap- 
pened to be in the class room, looked over his 
shoulder and noticed he had made a shadow 
upon the wall where it was apparently too 
high considering the light from the window 
He called the young artist’s attention to this. 
saying that he had made the shadow incor. 
rectly. Whistler glanced at him without a 


(927) 


word, then, dipping his brush in the color, with 
a single sweep of his hand formed a cow! 
above the monk’s head of precisely the proper 
proportions to cast the shadow if the man 
were standing in this position in real life. Ac- 
cording to the story, the instructor glanced 
at the boy in amazement, too nonplussed tc 
say a word.” 

If the divine life is in the believer, it wil 
infallibly manifest itself. 


Evasion of Duty. (928) 
The following story is told of Col. George 
W. Goethals, who at the time it occurred wa: 
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an instructor in engineering at West Point. 

One day, during a recitation, he gave out 
this question to a class of cadets: 

“The post flagpole, sixty feet high, has fallen 
down. You are ordered by your commanding 
officer to put it up again. You have under 
your command a sergeant and ten privates of 
the, Engineer Corps. How would you get the 
pole back into place?” 

Each cadet, after long consideration and 
much figuring over derricks, blocks, tackle, and 
so on, evolved a different method. 

“No,” said Goethals, “you are all wrong. 
You would simply say: ‘Sergeant, put up that 
flagpole!” 

So is the general response of Christendom 
to obligation. There are few workers and 
many shirkers. 


Faith That Makes Faithful. (929) 
In regard to some penal conditions in the 
South, we are told that Captain Nash, of New- 
man, Ga., the oldest warden in the state in 
point of service, has given to his cook, a life 
convict, a month’s vacation which was begun 
on May 1. During the time that he is off on 
his vacation he will be absolutely free, at lib- 
erty to go where. he selects and do exactly 
what pleases him. The warden will pay all 
his bills, both to make his trip and to pay his 
expenses while away. “Will he come back?” 
repeated the warden, looking surprised when 
asked the question. “Why, certainly; he will 
be back on the day and on the hour set for 
him.” Captain Nash believes that a convict 
should have all the liberty possible, and he 
puts this theory into practice to such good 
effect that he has not had a single escape in 
three years. , 
If faith had this effect toward man, will it 
not have a like effect on a man toward God? 


Love Sometimes Necessitates Harshness (930) 

‘In an account of the life of the recent Gen- 
eral James W. Duncan, we are told the fol- 
lowing: 

One incident of his part in the battle of San 
Juan in 1898 illustrates his common sense and 
cool head. The Regular command he was 
charging with was halted by barbed wire en- 
tanglements. The colonel Jeaped upon a mound 
or rock and began to encourage his men. 
“Come down from there, you fool,” shouted 
Captain Duncan, grabbing his arm, so anx- 
ious for his colonel’s safety as to forget their 
difference in rank. “Do you want to make a 
target for the Spaniards? The boys are com- 
ing along all right.” The sharp words recalled 
the colonel to himself and he got down meekly. 
That night Captain Duncan was announced to 
the C.O.’s tent. He expected a sharp rebuke 
for his language in the battle, but received 
none, the colonel merely remarking jocularly 
that he believed he had acted like a fool at 
that time. f 

As we see it on the part of man, so also 1s 
it often on the part of God, yet love inspires 
it all. 


Life’s Higher Levels are Best. (931) 
A recent publication contains the following: 
Endeavoring to see all of London, the writer 


wanted to go out to Crystal Palace, and, put- 
ting down some English money at what he 
took to be the ticket office, he asked for a 
ticket office rather gruffly asked, “What level” 
I replied, “I do not want a level at all. I want 
a ticket for Crystal Palace.” “Yes, yes,” said 
the booking man; “but what level will you 
take, for you must take a level.” “No,” I per- 
sistéd, thinking now that I was in‘ a place 
where they sold liquor, and that “level!” was 
some kind of new named drink that might be 
classed with a “high” or “low ball.” “I said, 
“TI don’t want a level. I am a Prohibitionist.” 
I very meekly added, “All I want is to book to 
the palace.” “O,” said he. “I see now you 
are an American and I must explain. There 
are two metals or tracks that carry passengers 
to the palace—the low level and the high 
level. The first will leave you at the foot of 
the “ill,” but the high level metals will take 
you plumb into the palace. Now, which level 
will you take?” I told him the high level. 
When I reached the paiace I saw some people 
walking laboriously up the path from the foot 
of the garden in the blazing hot sun, and I 
was glad I took the high-grade railway. 


The Bond of the Christian Life. (932) 

In an account which is given ‘of a meeting 
between a humble immigrant woman and a 
noble hearted Christian worker, we perceive 
the presence of that new bond that unites a 
regenerated society. 

The caller was Hungarian by birth, and 
could speak little English. But she had a 
great heart and a desire to show that warm 
appreciation of kindness which denotes a su- 
perior mind. She led a little girl by the hand 
—a well dressed, happy-hearted, child—who, it 
seems, was an adopted child. She was telling 
this lady, the narrator, in quaint language, the 
difference between herself and the other for- 
eigners in the region. “I work hard,” she said, 
“but I like to work. I work for God! He is 
everything!” The kind lady said, in reply, tak- 
ing her by the hand, “I love him, too! He is 
your Father! he is my Father. We are sisters!” 
The tears came into her eyes, and she drew the 
hand she held to her lips. “One touch of na- 
ture makes the whole world kin’—much more 
does a touch of grace. 


A Wasted Life. (933) 

In England there recently died a certain 
Mrs. Mary Ann Pemberton, leaving a comfort- 
able estate. Somewhere in her past life there 
had been grim tragedy, for in her will she made 
these provisions: 

She desired that her name shall not appear 
on any memorial tablet in any church. No 
music or singing shall be heard at her funeral, 
which is to be conducted like a cottager’s 
funeral, and no leaves or flowers shall be 
placed in her grave or in the form of wreaths 
and crosses on her grave. Her tombstone, 
which shall not cost more than $15, shali bear 
the inscription “M. A. P.” and the date of her 
death and her age, and the text “God be mer- 
ciful to me, a sinner,” “My sole wish being 
that my name may be utterly forgotten. 
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THE ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR—SEPTEMBER 


G. B. F, HALLOCK, D. D. 
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Labor Sunday 


It is right and wise that as pastors we should 
emphasize the interests of Labor Day and of 
Labor Sunday which is the Sunday betore Labor 
Day. The Labor Day movement sprang from 
the devotees of industrial labor, and it 
is especially observed by the devotees of 
the skilled-labor class throughout the coun- 
try. But those who instituted this day 
builded better than they knew. For whea 
you come to consider that tragic word Labor you 
find it is alike the talisman and the strong hope; 
and what would the country be, what would the 
people be, with no sphere of action? They would 
either descend to the depths of poverty, or they 
might take that other descent, and be seen 
wasting their substance in racing pigs, or giving 
eanine dinners, or Simian lunches—and suca 
things have been. Yes, Labor Day stands for 
much more than was in the mind of its progen- 
itors; for it appeals to all sons and daughters of 
labor to dignify their calling and honor it on 
the one day in the year devoted to its exaltation. 
And who are the laborers? Not alone the farm- 
ers—most blessed and independent of the toilers 
with their hands—not alone those who comprise 
the industrial classes. But all who use brawn 
and brain, who add to the sum of the world’s 
product whether painter or poet, artisan or ar- 
chitect, miner or manufacturer—all are toilers, 
workers in a world of work, and each is to be 
judged by the highest standard of his endeavor. 

The day has come to be generally recognized 
This means, fellow pastors, that on Sunday, Sep- 
tember first, workingmen will again look to us 
for our annual greeting. Doubtless we are 
preaching to and a suitable message for the men 
who toil with their hands every Sunday in the 
year; but we should make a special occasion of 
Labor Sunday, deliver a special message, and 
aim to secure the attendance of laboring men in 
bodies and in largest numbers. 

Suggestive Texts and Themes. (935) 

Causes of Poverty: ‘The destruction of the 
poor is their poverty.” Prov. 15:10. 

Historical Charity and Modern Charity: “Now 
abideth faith, hope, charity, these three, but 
the greatest of these is charity.” 1 Cor. 13:13. 

The Chureh and the Masses: I: Why the 
masses fail to reach the church. II. Why the 
church fails to reach the masses. III. Substi- 
tutes for the church. 

The Dignity of Service: “I am among you as 
he that serveth.” Luke 22:27. > 

The Unbrotherly Question: “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” Gen. 4:9. 

Tears for the City: Luke 19:41-46. 

The Way Downward: Prov. 1:20-23. 

Work Heartily Done: “Whatsoever thy hand 
findest to do, do it with thy might.” Eccl. 9:10. 

Labor Day in Eden:. “And the Lord took the 

man and put him in the Garden of Eden, to dress 
it and to keep it.’”’ Gen. 2:15. 
_ The Labor and Liquor Problems: ‘Our inher- 
itance is turned to strangers, our house to aliens 
we are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are 
widows,” ete. Lam. 5:2-5. 

ns porvant Who Was Dear: Luke 17:1-10. 

rodigals in the Slums: “To each i 
at Mark 13:14. gone 
ne Labor Principle: “To eac n i uy 
Mark 13:34. ss pootie DIS Wor. 

The Industrial Conflict: “What ha 

eee his labors?” Hecl. 2:22. ee ae 

e Church and the Workingman: “ i 
the carpenter’s son?” Matt. 13:55. pes 
a 2 ee Through Service: “Whosoever will 
ne chief among you, let him be yo oY 2 
Matt. 20:27. your servant. 

Labor’s Great Champion: 
friends;”) Jiohn 15:15: 

Resource and .Responsibility: 
loaves have ye?” Matt. 15:34. 

Sweat and Bread: “In the sweat o 
shalt thou eat bread.” Gen. 3:19, PRE 
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“It is not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven that one of these little ones should per- 
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Forces making for good. 


Spiritual uplift. 
Cost of living. 


Rally Day 


Géneral social conditions of children. 
Children of the tenements. 
Children in the factory. 
Children in the streets. 
Children’s homes—of what sort? 
Children’s courts. | 
Child-saving agencies. 

City Problems. 
Influence of topography. 
Analysis of the population. | t 
Physical aspects of the city’s. life. ; 
Intellectual aspect of the city’s life. , 
Moral and religious aspects of the city’s lifes 
Forces making for evil. 


Social uplift. 


11; Family life; ; 
12. The suburbs and the city. 


rare 
eo 


NS 


‘“Down-town” problems. 


Derconesses in the Church. 


Need of deaconesses. 
Training schools for deaconesses. 


Their work and mission. 
Deaconesses and the city problem, 


Fraternal Delegates: Church and Labor 


. 


OUR CON 


ht 


90 IH OV ONS 


Functions of. 
Methods of procedure, 
Special literature. 
Press comments. 
Practical results. 


Immigration. 
Character of. 
Peril of. 
Restriction of. 
Distribution of. 
Assimilation of. 
Immigrant centers. 
Protective societies. 
Charity and religious opportunity. 
Christian workers for. 
Nationalities represented. 
Ftfect upon social and industrial systems. 
Study of people in native countries. 
Industries employing immigrants, 


A Study of Industrialism. 
The corporation. 
Employers’ associations. 
Employers and organized labor. 
Capitalism and the public. 
Methods of industrial peace, 
Arbitration and conciliation. 
Industrial co-operation and profit-sharing. 
Social welfare work in shops and factories. 


A Labor Day Study of Labor. 


“My Father worketh hitherto, and I work 


John 
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History of. 

Labor leaders. 

Labor laws. 

Hours of labor. 

Labor and politics. 

Strikes and lockouts. 

Wages of labor. 

American versus foreign workingmen. 
Morels of laboring men, 

Labor question and Christianity. - 


The Problem of Poverty. 
or the drunkard and the glutton shall com: 
overty, and drowsiness shall clothe a-mai 
rags.”- Prov. 23:21. ; 
Cause of. 
Analysis of. 
Intemperance and 
“Anti-poverty” societies, 
Principles of relief. 
The church and charity. 
Historical charity. 
Modern charity. 
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ae In Demand: 

Spe ES among you as Luke 
We have in the life of Christ the hig 

hest ex- 

ample of a worker. Let us not Fovset thee 


The Worker. 


936 
he that serveth.” t , 


workers are always appreciated, and are always 


in demand. 


God never goes to the lazy or the idl 
; e wh 
needs men for his service. When God eats a 
worker, he calls a worker. When he has work 
who are already at 
work. When God wants a great servant he cells 
tae man. Scripture and history attest tnis 


1. Moses was busy with his flocks at Horeb. 

2, Saul was busy Searching for his father’s lost 
beasts. 

3. David was busy caring for his father’s sheep. 

4. Elisha was busy plowing with twelve yoke 
of oxen. 

5. Nehemiah was busy bearing the king’s wine 
cup. 

6. Amos was busy following the flock, 

ie Peter and Andrew were busy casting a net 
into the sea. 

8. ear igs and John were busy mending their 
ets. 

9. Matthew was busy collecting customs, 

10. Saul was busy persecuting the friends of 
Christ. 

11. William Carey was busy mending and mak- 


ing shoes.—Author Unknown. 


The Labor Principle. 

“To teach one his work.” Mark 13:34. 

Next Monday is noted on the calendar in red 
figures as Labor Day. The respect given in this 
land to honest toil is indicated in devoting one 
day each year to its honor. Time was, in the 
early history of this country, when the labor 
market was largely a slave mart. There were 
no wages, for a slave was his master’s prop- 
erty, just_as his horses and cattle. Consequently 
in those days there were no “strikes” for higher 
pay and shorter hours. But now labor is free. 
For the most part there is independence of 
thought and self-respect behind the work which 
will not bear injustice without protest or op- 
pression without indignation. There is a hope- 
fulness that presses on day by day for improved 
conditions. It cannot be denied that this change 
is at least partly due to the influence of the 
carpenter’s Son of Nazareth. His teaching of 
the dignity of man as man, irrespective of his 
station in life, and his revelation of the spiritual 
consequences and purposes of all work have 
helped to break the chains of labor and to crown 
it with honor. The toiling world cannot be ob- 
livious to the fact that Jesus’ hands were cal- 
loused with the carpenter’s tools, and that Paul, 
his greatest apostle, worked night and day at 
tent-making that he might preach the gospel to 
the poor without charge. 

Activity is the law of healthy life. It must be 
occupied with some task that will enlist its am- 
bitions and God-given powers. Nature is full of 
this truth. Perceive the ants scurrying every- 
where with their burdens; the birds singing on 
the branches, singing their songs, building their 
nests, feeding and teaching their young; the 
trees bursting out in leaf and blossom and fruit. 
Everywhere we turn illustrations press upon us 
of the fact that this is a busy, work-a-day world. 
And human life affords noble examples of this 
truth and its beneficence. The hum of industry 
is over all the cities man has built; the glory 
of it in their magnificent walls and their beau- 
tiful art and their amazing inventions. The 
gladness of it is in the fields he has sown and 
reaped, and in the homes where he dwells. 
Everywhere are the signs of strong, healthy, 
joyous, earnest activity, teaching that life is not 
stagnation or inanition, but movement, charged 
with strength and energy. Idleness is anomalous. 
The idler is out of chord with the laws of na- 
ture and of life. To him Labor Day has no ap- 
preciable meaning. 

The true type of manhood and. womanhood is 
not the dainty life of ease and indolence. The 
truer picture is the poet’s: 

“Men, my brothers, men, the workers, ever reap- 
ing 

Samething new.” 


(937) 


—Christian Intelligencer. 
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The Saviour in‘ the Slum. (938) 
/ Luke 5:29-32. 

“Slumming” as an amusement is pernicious. 
The curious, smirking parties that occasionally 
parade through the haunts of poverty and vice, 
turning’ up nuses at vile smells and peering in- 
quisitively into modest or defiant faces, serve 
only to embitter the poor against the rich and 
often to increase the antagonism of the ungodly 
toward the church. 

But there is a helpful and Christ-like way to 
visit the slums. Go in humility, saying to your- 
self that many of those you see are genuine 
heroes and heroines, fighting difficult battles 
whose like would probably send you down to 
defeat. Go in love, eager to exemplify the spirit 
of your Master. Go in prayer, not daring to go 
unless. you can be sure that the Holy Spirit goes 
ren you, to teach you what to say and what 
o do. 

Make acquaintances. One acquaintance is quite 
enough, at first. You may get an entrance by 
buying something at a store and talking with 
the shopkeeper. Your acquaintance may be a 
street vender or a litle child. 

Then, cultivate the acquaintance. Ask ques- 
in a respectful, friendly way, and enter 
gradually into a knowledge of conditions and 
needs. You will not go far before you will hit 
upon some chance for practical helpfulness. 
Krom that chance your way snould be easy.— 
Christian Endeavor World. 


A Prayer For Children Who Work. (939) 

O Thou great Father of the weak, lay Thy 
hand tenderly on all the little children on earth 
and bless them. Bless our own children, who 
are life of our life, and who have become the 
heart of our heart. Bless every little child- 
friend that has leaned against our knee and re- 
freshed our soul by its smiling trustfulness. Be 
good to all children who long in vain for human 
love, or for flowers and water, and the sweet 
breast of Nature. But bless with a seven-fold 
blessing the young lives whose slender shoul- 
ders are already bowed beneath the yoke of toil, 
and whose glad growth is being stunted for- 
ever. Suffer not their little bodies to be ut- 
terly sapped and their minds to be given over 
to stupidity and the vices of an empty soul. We 
have all jointly deserved the millstone of Thy 
wrath for making these little ones to stumble 
and fall. Grant all employers of labor stout 
hearts to refuse enrichment at such a price. 
Grant to all the citizens and officers of states 
which now permit this wrong the grace of holy 
anger. Help us to realize that every child of our 
nation is in very truth our child; a member of 
our great family. By the Holy Child that nestled 
in Mary’s bosom; by the memories of our own 
childhood joys and sorrows; by the sacred pos- 
sibilities that slumber in every child, we beseech 
Thee to save us from killing the sweetness of 
young life by the greed of gain.—Walter 
Rauschenbush. 

The Battle of The Slum. (940) 
Luke 14:15-23. 

I. Begin anywhere. ; 

The problem of the slum is so vast that it is 
disheartening. Millions of wretched beings are 
continually crowding into those dark regions. 
To heip a few of them seems like dipping out a 
cup of water from the ocean. 

But the world is to be saved in no other way 
than by the process of saving ones. And Chris- 
tians are so numerous that if each would save 
one, all would soon be saved; if each would clean 
the bit of the slum that lies nearest to his own 
house, all would soon be purified. 

Do not wait for some big thing to do; take 
hold of the first little helpful thing you see that 
needs to be done. It is in that way that the big 
things have always been done in this world, 

II. Prevention work. 

Do not forget that if you can save a boy from 
going to the slum, it is far better than later 
{o save him out of the slum. Every life that is 
kept pure and strong and true is just so much 


withdrawn from the possible domain of the devil. 
The Christian church is one of the strongest ene- 
mies of the slum, because it is one of the mest 


powerful agencies keeping the slum spirit out 
of the hearts of people. 


tit, Atv the roots of it. 
Country weeks do much good, but what is 


needed is a whole pure and happy year for the 


unfortunates of the slums. Floating hospitals 
do much good, but we need to bring it about 
that the babies shall not be born into the world 
under conditions that make their sickness cer- 
tain. Every agency of relief should be continued 
and increased, but the church will do only a lit- 
tle bit of its duty unless as soon as possible it 
goes to the roots of the slum evil and digs them 
up. 
There are many of these roots, but they are 
all some form of sin; the selfishness and greed 
of landlords, the carelessness and indifference of 
voters, the ambition and avarice of base poli- 
ticians, the fiends that tempt men to drink, the 
sloth and passion in men’s hearts that yield to 
evil surroundings, the neglect of the Bible and 
the denial of Christ—these are all roots of the 
foul tree that we call the slum. There is only 
one way to abolish the slum, and that is to get 
the spirit of Christ into men’s hearts. HEvery- 
thing that strengthens the church works toward 
this end. All kinds of social reform are valu- 
able, if they are based upon the Rock, Jesus 
Christ. All kinds of social reform are useless 
if they leave Christ out.—Rev. Amos R. Wells. 


tes The Gospel of Labor. (941) 

This is the gospel of labor—ring it, ye bells of 
the kirk— 
The Lord of Love came down from above, to live 
with the men who work. 
is the rose that he planted, 
thorn-cursed soil— 
Heaven is blest with perfect rest, but the bless- 
i ing of earth is toil. 
—Dr. Henry Van Dyke. 


(942) 


This here in the 


Whistle and Hoe. 
There’s a boy just over the garden fence, 
Who is whistling all through the livelong day; 
And his work is not just a mere pretense, 
For you see the weeds he has cut away. 


Whistle and hoe, 

Sing as you go, 

Shorten the row, 

By the songs you know. 


Not a word of bemoaning his task I hear; 
He has scarcely time for a growl, I know; 

For his whistling sounds so merry and clear, 
He must find some pleasure in every row. 


Whistle and hoe, 

Sing as you go, 

Shorten the row, 

By the songs you know. 


But pen. while you whistle, be sure that you 
: noe; 

For if you are idle the briers will spread; 

And whistling alone to the end of the cS aen 
May do for the weeds, but is bad for the bread. 


Whistle and hoe, 

Sing as you go, 

Shorten the row, 

By the songs you know. 


p ; The Child of the Slums 
Pity him, pity him, child of the slums 
id a his life if you can; ; 
orn to conditions he could not have 
Dee into life’s history thrown, eas 
veaping the harvest that others have ¢ — 
Pity him; child of the slums. ag tara 


(943) 


Think of a life without sunshin @) 
_Companioned by hunger gion eRe 

Think of the bountiful, life-giving air 

Hearts to make happy and cheeks to make fal 

Never has he been permitted to share " 
Pity him, child of the slums. f 


Oh, do not frown on him! How can I 
Virtue from vice ’mid an ocean of SS. 
No hand is proffered to lead him aright : 
No one would bid him a welcome tonight 
No one to care that his heart be washed ‘whit : 
Pity him, child of the slums, i 
vee ee is One that cares; Christ stoo 
own from the courts of bright glor } 
He, the Good Shepherd, the lost to Eéclotman 
And, on Mount Calvary, bore all the blame, ” 
Died for the child of the slums, : 


Mrs. M. A, Pulver. 


peth law; 


‘days could not see the coming of 


i Song for Labor Day. | (944 
“Labor is worship,’ the robin is singing; 
“Labor is worship,” the wild bee is ringing. 
Listen! that eloquent whisper upspringing, 
Speaks to thy soul from out Nature s heart. 
From the dark clouds flows the life-givin 

shower, 
From the rough sod comes the soft-breathin 
flower, é . | 
From the small insect the rich coral bower; 3 
Only man, in the plan, ever shrinks from hig 


part. 


Tuabor is life! ’Tis the still water faileth; 

Idleness ever despaireth, bewaileth, 

Keep the watch wound, for the dark rust as-: 
saileth; 

Flowers droop and die in the stillness of noon. 
Labor is glory—the flying cloud brightens, 
Only the waving wing changes and _ brightens; 
Idle hearts only the dark future frightens, 

Play the sweet keys wouldst thou keep thems 

in tune. 


Labor is rest from the sorrows that greet us, 
Rest from all petty vexations that meet us, | 
Rest from sin promptings that ever entreat us,| 
Rest from the world Sirens that lead us to ill. 
Work—and pure slumbers shall wait on thy pil-- 


ow; was 
Work—thou shalt ride o’er care’s coming billow;, 
Lie not down wearied ’neath woes’ weeping: 
willow, : 
Work with a stout heart and resolute will. 
Droop not, tho’ shame, sin and anguish are: 
round thee; 

Bravely fling off the cold chain that hath bound! 
thee; 

Look on pure heaven smiling beyond thee; 

Rest not content in thy darkness, a clod. 
Work for some good—be it ever so slowly; 
Cherish some flower—be it ever so lowly. 
Labor!—all labor is noble and holy! 

Let thy great deeds be thy prayer to thy God. 

—F. S. Osgood. | 


The Coming Democracy. (945) | 
Sometimes we wonder why the men of olden 
inevitabie 
erises, which are so clearly discerned by the: 
present-day historian, -as he looks, backward. 
Hindsight is not always so commendable a vir- 
tue as foresight, but it has its compensations. 
If history repeats itself, and if the history is 
really a prophet, then let us learn from the 
seeming blindness of our fathers. 

One need not be a prophet, nor the son of a 
prophet, to say that this is the era of the com- 
The masses are rising to assert them- 


mon man. 
selves as never before, because the coming) 
democracy is being built, not upon a lawless, 


revolution, but upon an evolution which seems 
natural and, therefore, must be permanent. No 
human power can prevent its coming. | 


This means great things for the people. It 
fills with hope those who have been bowed down 
with the burdens of the past. It means, also, 
that every true lover of the race will rejoice, 
for the well-being of the common humanity 
must be the ultimate aim of every worker in the 
field of social service. And more and more is 
the great-hearted employer realizing that his 
business must be conducted upon a social basis, 
and not simply for the good of the few who 
are directly interested as stockholders.—Rev 
Charles Stelzle 


: The Worker’s Reward. (946) 
Standing in front of the noble cathedral of 
Cologne, a lady overheard some one behind her 
say, “‘Didn’t we do a fine piece of work here?” 


Turning quickly, she saw that the speaker was 
a man in the plainest of working clothes, and 
on a sudden impulse she said to him, “Pray, 
what did you do about it?” “Oh, I mixed the 
mortar for two years across the street,’ was his 
reply. 

If those of us who seem to have only very 
humble work to do could realize that we are 
sharers in the whole great plan, should we not 
be both more faithful and more happy ?—The 
Well Spring. 
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DON'T JUDGE BY THE PRICE 


The high prices charged for the majority of office appliances may lead some people 
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-the work is done. 


isn’t coming on pretty well, after all!” 


others working in open sight. 


- the chisel. 


hs F Steady Work. 
: Don’t keep watching the steeple all the 
time! The foreman said it to the little Sik 
She had been so much excited the day before 


(947) 


‘by seeing the busy workmen clustered about 


the far point of the steeple. This was when 
the new church was being built. But this day 
the steeple was deserted, and the little girl had 
said to the foreman, “You aren’t working so 
fast as you were yesterday, are you, Mr. Smith?” 
And the foreman said, “Don’t keep watching the 
steeple all the time! It’s too windy to work 
up there today. But run inside and see if it 
: , pre And the 
little girl went inside, and saw there the planing 
and the measuring and the shaping of timbers, 
and all the work upon floors and partitions and 
great arches. And then she saw that it is not 
always the steeple that shows best the rate of 
progress. 

In other kinds of work, also, there come 
“windy days.’’ One cannot always work in 
sight, on lofty steeples. One cannot have al- 
Ways the satisfaction and excitement of seeing 
oth But the work, 
if it is a good work, may still go on, quietly and 


steadily and certainly. Be patient! “Don’t keep 
watching the steeple all the time!” 
Christ and His Teol. (948) 


Phillips Brooks said: The chisel cannot carvea 
noble statue—it is only cold, dead stel. Yet 
neither can the artist carve the statue without 
When, however, the two are brought 
together, when the chisel lays itself in the hands 
of the sculptor, ready to be used by him, the 
beautiful work begins. We cannot do Christ’s 


_ work—our hands are too clumsy for anything 


so delicate, so sacred; but when we put our- 
selves into the hands of Christ, his wisdom, his 
skill, and his gentleness flow through us, and 
Christ and- we do it—not we 
alone, for we could not do it; yet not Christ 
alone, for he depends on us. 


Tdleness Evil’s Opportunity (949) 
Those who work hardest for the Lord have 
least time for sinning. The devil does not let 
them alone, of course, but he finds it difficult 
to get their attention, and still more difficult to 
get their time. Idleness is notoriously the 
devil’s opportunity. Vacation time always finds 
him more welcome than work time. A promi- 
nent physician, writing of common-sense ways 
to avoid catching cold, says, “Exercise every 
day until you puff and sweat.’ That helps to 
get the better of disease germs. Earnest serv- 
ice is better than medicine. 
Go Tell the Ropemaker. (950) 
“What have you done to-day?” I asked a rope- 
maker. “O sir, ten hours of hard work, just 
twisting tow; my fingers sore, my lungs choked 
with dust. I did not come to the prayer-meet- 
ing last night. I was too tired; I went to sleep 
when I was trying to say my prayers. I some- 
times think if it were not for Mary I would end 
it all—nothing but work, work, work. I am so 
tired, and I only make enough to keep body and 
soul together.” This is one side. See the other. 
A ship with eleven hundred souls on board is 
being driven upon the shores—a land of crags, 
like giant teeth, stretching up sheer and sharp. 
One anchor after another is dropped, each check- 
ing the speed of the vessel’s drift. The last 
anchor is down. Will it hold? Yes; the ship is 
saved! Go, tell the ropemaker not to think of 
the toil, and the dust, and the monotony, but 
of the eleven hundred men and women saved. 
These things are written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life—the ring of every hammer, the click of 
every needle, the whirl of every loom, They 
who truly wait upon the Lord shall hear his 
angles strengthening them, as they strengthened 
Christ, with songs of peace and good-will to 
men.—Rev. Dr. W. Burnett Wright. 


The Magic Word Work. (951) 
With the magic word “Work” in your hearts 
all things are possible, and without it all study 
is vanity and vexation. The miracles of life are 
with it; the blind see by touch, the deaf hear 
with eyes, the dumb speak with fingers. Not 
only has it been the touchstone of progress, but 
it is the measure of success in everyday life. 
Write the word on the tablets cf your hearts 
and bind it on your foreheads,—Dr. Oster. 


The Joy of Useful Work. 

My only trouble is that I have not time 
enough for my work, I can not understand why 
anybody should be idle, much less why anyone 
should be oppressed by having time hang heavily 
on their hands. There is never a moment except 
when I am asleep, that I am not joyfully occu- 
pied. Please give me the hours which you say 
are a bore to you, and I, will receive them as 
the most precious of gifts. For my part I wish 
the day would never come to an end.—Agassiz. 


(952) 


Take Hold and Lift. (953) 
A teacher of one of our freedmen’s schools 
told me that one day as she sat at her window, 
she saw two negroes loading a cart. One of 
them was disposed to shirk. The other stopped, 
and looking sharply at his lazy companion, said, 
“Sam, do you expect to go to heaven?” “Yes,” 
was the reply. “Then take hold and lift,” said 
the other. There was profound philosophy in 
that remark. There are scores of Christians in 
our churches who expect to go to heaven, who 
would greatly increase their chances of going 
there by taking hold and lifting some of the 
burdens which they are letting their brethren 
bear alone. Take hold and lift is a good motto, 
a good lesson to get on Labor Day. 


Work With a Will. (954) 
There is a very old story, so old that many 
have forgotten it. But it carries a good Labor 
Day lesson for us all. It is of a man who took 
passage in a stage coach. There were first, sec- 
ond, and third-class passengers. But when he 
looked into the coach he saw all the passengers 
sitting together without distinction. He could 
not understand it till by and by they came to 
hill and the coach stopped and the driver called 
out, “First-class passengers keep their seats, 
second-class passengers get out and walk, third- 
class passengers get out and push.” Now in 
the church we have no room for first-class pas- 
sengers—people who think that salvation means 
an easy ride all the way to heaven. We have 
no room for second-class passengers—people 
who are carried most of the time, and who, when 
they must work out their own salvation, go 
trudging on, giving never a thought to helping 
their fellows along. All church members ought 
to be third-class passengers—people who, when- 
ever there is need, are ready to dismount and 
push all together, and push with a will. 


Work, Hard Work Does It. _ (955) 
George Stephenson spent fifteen years in per- 
fecting the locomotive. Watt worked for thirty 
years on the condensing engine. Hard rubber 
cost Goodyear ten years of study, poverty and 
ridicule. John Hunter allowed himself only 
four hours’ sleep. Michael Angelo slept in his 
clothes when engaged in his greatest ‘works 
and kept food within reach, eating a bite at a 
time. Mendelssohn, Handel and Beethoven were 
all prodigies at incessant work . 
By Intense Labor. (956) 
Macaulay was an extraordinary worker, and 
when toiling at his history in 1848 rose at day- 
break and wrought intensely—sometimes sitting 
at his desk twelve hours on a stretch. “I have 
made myself what I am,” said the giant of class- 
ical erudition, Porson, “by intense labor.” 


Praise for the Heroic Obscure. 

Over in Manchester, England, the funeral 
services of Walter Hartley, leader of the Ti- 
tanic band, who went to his death valiantly 
leading his musicians to the end, were recently 
held. Thirty thousand people formed the pro- 
cession that followed the remains to the little 
chapel in the nearby village of Colne. 

It was an impressive sight, with the almost 
endless procession of mourners paying a 
homage that could not have been greater had 
the dead musician been of royal blood. 

He was an obscure man, yet he did the best 
he could in the place in which he was. There- 
fore is he justly praised. So will it be at the 
last with many a humble Christian. 
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Rally Day — | 


Preparation for Rally Day. 

It is of the utmost importance to make a thor- 
ough and definite preparation for Rally Day. 
This preparation need not be elaborate nor ex- 
pensive, but it should be timely and persistent. 
The Rally Day service contains so much that 
is out of the usual routine of Sabbath School 


work that it requires more than ordinary fore- - 


thought and careful in order to 
make it successful. ; , 

First of all, of course, the superintendent will 
form some general idea in his own mind of what 
he wishes to accomplish on Rally Day; but, be- 
fore he fixes definitely upon any of the details, 
the first step to take is to call a meeting of the 
teachers. The superintendent ought to come to 
that meeting filled with courage and enthusiasm, 
which will awaken a response in the hearts of 
all the teachers. Say to them, “We want to set 
up for our standard, Every Scholar Present on 
Rally Day, and never lower it. Keep after 
your scholars from this time on.” 


preparation 


Out of the Ruts. (957) 

Conversations with a large number of work- 
ers in schools of all sizes—city, village, and 
rural—where successful and unsuccessful Rally 
Days are held, convince the writer that the se- 
cret of success, so far as getting the numbers 
is concerned, depends on variety in methods. 
“What plan do you follow in your Rally Day ex- 
ercises?”’ was asked a wide-awake spiritual pas- 
tor. His answer is worthy of consideration: 
“We never have our exercises twice alike. Our 
pupils never know exactly what is to be done. 
They always come expecting something new, 
and we never disappoint them.” 


Not Merely “Speeding Up.” (958) 

In his Sagamore Beach address on “Scientific 
Management and the Church,” Professor Shailer 
Mathews of Chicago, mentioned the vehemence 
with which Frederick W. Taylor, the inventor 
of scientific management, maintains at all times 
that his great idea is an idea of doing work 
more efficiently and in no sense an idea of mere 
hurrying to get more work done. But Dr: 
Mathews remarked in contrast that the best 
notien of efficiency which appears in the plans 
of many churches and Sunday Schools involves 
really nothing more than “speeding up.” He 
described vividly the rush and noise and final 
futility of many rash efforts in the church to 
“poom things.’ 

“Contests are arranged between Sunday School 
classes or between young men and young 
women or between other groups within the 
church for the sole purpose of building up 
membership. There is in this competition no 
conception of a standard of functional efficiency, 
but simply the desire to bring as many persons 
as possible into relationship with the church 
and, in a general way, under its influence. In 
many cases such efforts have a seeming success. 
Attendance upon Sunday School, prayer meet- 
ings, young people’s societies, is largely in- 
creased, and doubtless some good is thereby ac- 
complished. Such efforts, however, are essen- 
tially those of the speeding up process in in- 
dustry. They are not constructive. There is 
no training of church members in essential 
functions, and when once the speeding up proc- 
ess ceases, as, for example, when the minister 
or Sunday School superintendent departs, the 
church very frequently slips back to a lower 
sleee of silcleney 

et your Rally Day be not a mere speedi 
up. Let it be the beginning of the golidest ain 
Best work your school and church have ever 
nown. 


2 The Invitation, (959) 
First comes the school’s invitation. Neat] 
printed, on good heavy paper, with a line at the 
top on which the scholar’s name is written 
warmly inviting the recipient, not only to the 
Rally Day exercises, but to a whole new year 
of companionship and growth, it will contain 
an announcement of such improvements and 
new attractions as have been planned for, a 
well as a hearty word for the Master. At lea ¢ 
such is the invitation that has been used with 
much success by many schools. It will add to 


its attractiveness and importance if each invi 
dressed in a neat hand to its owner. ) J 
delphia school got up a unique invitation in th 
form of a facsimile of a Western Union _tel 
invitation is invitin 


before Rally Day. t 
one present, the teacher will readily see who 
she must visit, as early in the week as possible 
to carry the invitation. Then comes the indis 
pensable part of the rallying—the visiting. D9 
it now, if you never do again. Perhaps you dd 
not know the pleasure it will be, and that no 
to yourself alone. And while you are in the 
house, just find out whether there are an} 
others there who should be in the Sunday 
School, but are not. 


and feel, and who can stop in five minutes. If 
you can’t find that person, better do without 
the address. Be sure that the children shall] 
not, on this day of all days, be bored with 
long, dry speech in the foreign language of 
high grown-up. 

Another don’t.. Don’t have long solos an 
quartets, to fill up the program. Children care 
little for any singing, but what they do them- 
selves, as a rule. A solo must be really beau- 
tiful for the majority of them to enjoy it, and 
they don’t care a thing for indifferent quartets: 
This moralizing is the result of sad experience: 
Let them do almost all the singing, and see 
that it does not drag. An increase of twenty 
per cent would put life into the singing of 
many a school. 

Try singing less stanzas and more songs. I 
always liked a jelly-cake with thin layers and 
plenty of them. Of course we must not forget 
the young people and adults in the school and 
get up a program that will disgust everyone 
but the little children, but neither is it neces- 
sary to make it an abomination to the chil- 
dren, aS many a high-pitched special exercise 
has been. Strike the happy mean, but don’t 
strike it too high. The giraffe can nibble grass 
as well as the lamb, if it is good grass, but 
the lamb cannot feast on the tree-tops. 


Leading a Host: Rally Day. 
Nehemiah 2:9-16. 

The time for action has now come; the King 
is willing, the letters are written, the time for 
Nehemiah’s journey is fixed, the guard is ready, 
the way is open, and Nehemiah starts for the 
great city. When the Lord moves the cloud, 
that is the time to start either for Pilgrimage 
or Service. Very few words serve to describe 
the journey, but enough to show us that Ne- 
hemiah was a very practical man. He accepted 
the guard, used his letters, and pushed on to 
his work. We need the use of all our faculties 
in the Lord’s service. “So I came to Jerusa- 
lem,’ speaks volumes for the mercy and good- 
ae of God in this undertaking.—Rev. C. Ed- 
wards. 
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The Workers’ Meeting: Rally Day. (962) 
Nehemiah 2:17-20. 

The season of rest and inspection is over, and 
the time for action has come. Plans are per- 
fected, and the help of God is secured, and the 
time has arrived for building. 

All that is required now is to get the workers 
into line with their leader, their hearts into 
harmony with God, their minds into accord 
with each other, and then go straight ahead. 
Nehemiah therefore calls a Workers’ Meeting 
and stirs them all up to arise and build. 

“Then said I unto them,” etc. (v. 17). He first 
sought to touch their hearts with the sad state 
of the city and people. That which moved his 
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he judged 
: irs; “Then 
Nehemiah sought to encourage them by tell- 


that was 


presence and 


out, “Let us rise up and build.”— - 
eas p Rev. C. Ed 
Rally Day Lessons from Nehemiah. (963) 


- This chapter introduces us to the busy work- 
“ers. We pass at once from the council cham- 
_ber. to the workshop, and all is alive for God. 
~All the purposes, prayers, and plans are now 
being practically carried out. What a noble 

band of active workers is here busy for the 
‘Lord. Fired with patriotic zeal for the Holy 
City, and real devotion to God, these men unite 
to push on the good work with all speed. What 
-@ wonderful list it is! 
E, Priests and their people. 

Rulers and their officers. 

Merchants and their men. 

Fathers and their families. 

Lodgers and their neighbors, 
bent on raising the wall to the glory of 
od. 
There are three features in the service of 
_ these builders which are worthy of our imita- 
tion, namely, Unity, Order, and Thoroughness,.— 
' Rev. C. Edwards. 


The Workers’ Wages: Rally Day. 
: 4 Nehemiah 3:17-22. 

Life is a ministry, a service, and not a mere 
_pleasing dream, and “None of us liveth to him- 
self” (Rom. 14:7), and the Apostle exhorts us 
to be whole-hearted in the service of the Lord. 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service’ (Rom. 12:1). Spirit, 
soul, and body, all are to be consecrated to the 
Lord, and this building scene gives us a pic- 
ture of such wise and willing-hearted workers 
for God. : 

The building of the wall was a great under- 
_ taking for Nehemiah and his friends, but they 
_ were just the men for the business, because 
- their hearts were right. Therefore we shall not 
_forget their Personal Responsibility, Earnest- 
ness, Success, and Reward. 

2 1. Their personal responsibility. They worked 
_ together, but each felt himself responsible for 
his own alloted piece. 

2. Their earnestness. These men with Ne- 
hemiah were most enthusiastic in their work; 
with willing feet, warm hearts, and ready hands 
they built up the wall, “The people had a mind 
to work.” Some worked so well they quickly 
finished their own part and then builded ‘an- 
- other piece”; “Baruch earnestly repaired another 
Be piece’ (vs. -20, 21, 27, 30). 
: 8. Their success. Their great energy was 
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rewarded. They worked on till the wall was 
finished. It was built, fortified, and sanctified. 
i 4, Their honor and reward. They were all 


men of faith and integrity, full of love to God, 
and devoted to the good work, and the Holy 
Spirit has given them honorable mention here. 
It is a very grand roll of honor, but there is 
- one exception in the fifth verse. There we see 
the black mark the Holy Spirit puts upon the 
Shirkers. Which are we—Workers or Shirk- 
ers?—Adapted from Rev. C. Edwards. 


Workers and Warriors. (965) 
Nehemiah 4:15-28. 

Nehemiah’s helpers were both workers and 
warriors. They had to build and battle for the 
Lord, and the Lord gave them the victory. 
Every Christian has to play the double part of 

servant and soldier; hence the need of watch- 

ing whilst working. The enemy is very pow- 
erful, both as to numbers and influence. They 
are all around the Christian worker, and know 
the weak points. They are also united for the 
one purpose—that is, to stop the work of God. 
Therefore it requires every man to _ be in his 
place, at his work, and ready for either work 
_or warfare, 

We have an illustration here of the great 
truths brought before us in 2 Tim. 2, and 
almost as many different kinds of workers— 
the good soldier, the faithful servant, the able 
workman, the brave warrior, the watchful 


trumpeter, and the toiling laborer, all busy do- 
ing the work of God. Building and Battling 
is also our duty and privilege (Eph. 2:22; and 
6:11).— Rev. C. Edwards. 


The Workers’ Victory: Rally Day. (966) 
i Nehemiah 6:15-19. 

“So the wall was finished.” This sounds like 
the signal of triumph over difficulties—Light in 
the darkness, Cheer and Victory in the midst 
of conflict; and so it was. God graciously gives 
blessing and success with the trials and diffi- 
culties even in this life. The path of service for 
God is a wonderful mixture of Bother and Bless- 
ing, Work and Weariness, Trial and Triumph. 
It has always been so, There always will be 
something to try us, but let us be patient, 
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord (Jas. 5:7). 

There were three things which led to the suc- 
cess of this work and the finishing of the wall. 


1. The faith and devotion of Nehemiah: “I 
am doing a great work.” 

2. The busy hands of his helpers: “Had a 
mind tv work.” 

8. The blessing of God: “The work was 
wrought of God.” Which are we, Workers or 
Hinderers? : 


That little word so leads us all along the 
path of service, and marks for us every step 
of progress. Prayer, Blessing, Progress, Ac- 
tion, Work, Warfare, Victory (chap. 2:4, 6, and 
11, 18; chap. 4:6-12; chap, 6:15).—Adapted from 


Rey. C, Edwards. 
The Rally Day Register. (967) 
Nehemiah 7:5-75. 
The Wall built, the City guarded, and the 


Rulers appointed, it is now time to make a reg- 
ister of the people. Therefore Nehemiah pro- 
ceeds to number and enroll the worthies of 
Israel, and a wonderful record it is—willing 
workers, wise watchers, and worthy warriors in 
the cause of God. 

It was needful for the well-being of the state 
that Nehemiah should know the exact strength 
of the people, and the thought of numbering 
them came from the Lord himself. “God put 
into my head,” etc. 

It is good to get orders from Headquarters. 

It is wise to live out or work out what God 


puts in. : 
7 Aggressive measures are safe if God is be- 
ind. 

The hands move right if they obey the 


promptings of a God-inspired heart. 

Nehemiah found a register made by Ezra 
years before this, and he used this, or corrected 
and added to it. : 

1. The roll-call of names (vs. 5-60). This 
is @ most interesting list of honored names, 
representing the work of God in Nehemiah’s 
day. The Lord knew the name of every indi- 
vidual worker, the particular expense of each, 
and the special part each one took. No one is 
ever forgotten by the Lord. : 

2. The Register of Israel (vs. 61-64). This 
register was an important state document—a 
record of Safety, Separation, and Service. It 
was the special book of God’s Israel, God’s serv- 
ants and God’s representatives on earth. What 
an important book! It decided: Their Place in 
Israel (v..61). Their Position of honor. Their 
Part in the service (v. 64)—priests or porters, 
servants or singers, workers or watchers. 

3. The Record ‘of Service. The latter part 
of this chapter shows us the varied service ren- 
dered by the different classes referred to. Some 
builded,_some watched, some gave liberally, and 
all worked to restore the grand old city of 
their fathers—Adapted from Rev. C. Edwards. 


After the Rally, What? (968) 
This is a most important question. Tfuch 
may be done to make the day of permanent 
value. New pupils should be cordially wel- 
comed, and, if they do not belong to_ other 
schools, should be put into classes. Former 
members of the school who just dropped in for 
the day should be interviewed for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether they wish to renew 
their connection with the school. Those who 
gave their names and expressed a desire to be 
visited should be followed up. The inspiring 
speech of the Rally Day speaker urging the 
need of. Bible loving, Bible study and Bible 
living, should be referred to frequently by both 
superintendent and teacher.—A H. McKinney. 
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GLORIF YING GOD. 
1 Cor, 6:20; 1 Cor. 10:31; Jno. 15:18; Rom. 15:5-=7; 
Psa. 50:28; 1 Cor. 1:27-31. 
Homiletic Hints. f 
I. We glorify God as his highest creation. 
A child’s body, mind and spirit should be so 
developed as to attain its highest self-expression 
possible or it will fall short of the glory of God. 
II. We glorify God: 1. When we are used 
to bring eternal life to others. 2. When we 
praise him. 38. When we treat others as Christ 
did. 4. Through our sufferings and weakness. 
5. When we give him the glory. 
Suggestive Ways of Working. , 
If not already inaugurated see that each child 
undergoes a physical examination by a physi- 


cian and brings a certificate on entrance into 
public schools. 
Thoughts on the Theme. 
“A man is the image and glory of God.’ We 


are made to earn the epitaph. “Born a man, 
died a priest of God.” Yet for most Christians 
it would be “Born a man,” ditd a dry-goods 
man, a hardware man, a mechanic, a broker, 
good for the business of the world, little good 
for the business of heaven. There is no glory 
like being a saviour of others; it is Christ’s 
own glory.—By Geo. A. Hood. 
With All Thy Strength. 

The Christian religion involves at least three 
things: to know God and worship him with 
personal adoration and praise; to live a vic- 
torious self-conquered life by overcoming all 
sin and weakness, and to promote righteous- 
ness and good will among men. The laws of 
God are written on tables of. flesh as well as 
tables of stone. We are admonished to wor- 
ship God not only with all our heart and mind, 
but as well with all our strength. Bodily vigor 
is a moral agent. Of a class of 150 backward 
children in the New York public schools 100 
were physically defective. Glasses were fitted, 
diseased tonsils and adenoids removed from 
their throats. Within a short period these chil- 
dren, almost without exception, became normal. 
—Geo. J. Fisher, M. D. 

There is no gate into heaven except at the 
end of the path of duty. There is not even an 
honored and peaceful grave for us until we 
can say with the Master: “I have glorified thee 
on the earth: I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do.’—Henry Van Dyke. © 

/ God in Science. 

As the discoveries of Newton burst upon him, 
he exclaimed: “Glory be to God, for I have en- 
countered him in the march of the stars.” <A 
similar outburst of thanksgiving should spring 
from the lips of the student of history. The 
march of events in the history of men and na- 
tions is as rich in revelation of God as the 
march of heavenly bodies. “The mind of God 
is as plainly revealed in the crystallizations of 
society as in those of the snowflake or the dia- 
mond; in the growth, the flowering and the 
fruitage of a people as in those of the vege- 
table world.” God’s power, wisdom and glory 
are as manifest in the dividing, grouping, shift- 
ing, and directing of the children of men, as 
in arraying and leading forth of the Starry 
hosts. 

@ God in History. 

The heavens declare the glory of God.” etc 
So do the events and facts and laws of human 
history. Copernicus, the devout student of his- 
tory, declared: “I think thy thoughts after thee 
Ceo evangelical Messenger. : 

ny no earn how to live from Goa’ . 
world around us? Get out into the frost ae 
vigorating air, even if you must get up a little 
earlier and get out before breakfast to do this 
Fill your lungs with oxygen. Take sufficient 
and proper exercise, first moderately, then vig- 
orously. So vigorously as to feel the warm 
blood in_ every fiber of the body. Take time to 
walk. Walk home from office or shop instead 
of lazily hanging to a strap all the way through 
an hour’s ride, breathing the foul and poisoned 
second-hand air of a half-hundred passengers 
mixed with the smoke of pipes, cigars and “coffin. 
nails.” Why saturate your system thus, then 
blame God for ill health? ‘ 

Swing your arms when you walk. 


A oe Varie 
motion, exercising every i ty of 


muscle, is needed. 


schoolroom and store and shop. Y 
eyes, turn your back on it and have gloriou 
sunlight for a background.—Lookout, 
Illustration. 
Servants of God. 

Robert Browning in one of his poems tell 
the story of two camels. Both were of grea 
value. Both loved their masters and gave them 
selves wholly to his service. Both had preciou 
burdens to bear across the desert. One, in hij 
devotion, did all he could to save his master ex 
pense; he ate as little food as possible and tha 
of the very cheapest. All went well for a time 
but at length his strength failed, and he fel 
dead on the desert. His pack was stolen b3 
thieves and his master lost both burden an¢ 
camel. The other camel ate the best food anc 
plenty of it—‘‘no sprig of chevril must I leave 
unchewed.” The result was that he passec 
safely through the desert with his burden. 

Wrapped up in this story is a lesson fo» 
every earnest worker for Christ. For we have 
a Master to serve. He desires of us, and our 
consecration prompts us to give him, our very 
best. But this requires that we shall ever bé 
at our best. To weaken ourselves by mistaker 
economy, by lack of rest, by worry, or by any 
other unnatural way of living, is against both 
our Master’s interest in us and his desires for 
us. Each one of us has certain powers ana 
faculties. These we are bound to develop tc 
the highest possible degree of efficiency. As 
resolutely as the Greek athlete trained for the 
race should we cultivate bodily strength and 
vigor. And our mental energies, too, should 
be cultivated and drilled until they carry out 
our purposes as well as disciplined soldiers 
earry out the,commands of their leader—Rev: 
G. B. F. Hallock. P 


OUR CONVERSATION. 
Jas. 3:2-18; 1 Pet. 2:21-23. 
Value of Self-control. 

Homiletie Hints. 

I. The license of the tongue: 
Persecution. 

II. The guilt of this license: 1. 
that a man does himself by it. 2. 
trollability of the tongue. 555 
ness of slander. 4, Its diabolical character. | 

III. Love is the only remedy; charity is its 
radical cure.—F. W. Robertson. 

Suggestive Ways of Working. 

Have fathers, mothers, teachers tell how to 
obtain and teach self-control in a concrete way. 
Thoughts on the Theme. 

Thinking God’s Thoughts. 

The great silent men! Looking round on the 
noisy inanity of the world, words with little 
meaning, actions with little worth, one loves 
to reflect on the great Empire of Silence. The 
noble, silent men, scattered here and there, each 
in his department; silently thinking, silently 
working. They are the salt of the earth. Woe 
for us if we had nothing but what we can 
show, or speak. Silence the great Empire of 
Silence; higher than the stars; deeper than the 
Kingdom of Death! It alone is great; all else 
is small—Carlyle. 


1. Slander. 2. 


The harm 
The uncon- 
The unnatural- 


Self Control. 

You teach self control as soon as you teach 
what to do in a positive sense. Not merely 
negatively fighting a thought but positively 
turning the attention to some other thought. 
Self control depends on attention and atten- 
tion has its chief support in strong and many- 
sided interest. This means that the great secret 
of living is the persistent staying in the pres- 
ence of the best—the great: facts, the great 
truths, the great personalities, the one great 
Person, Christ.—From Rational Living, by Henry 
Churchill King, 

Mueh Speaking. 
Every reproof should be briefly worded. 
“You think that I scold but I don’t! I merely 
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: 


Would sadden one’s life, lead to malice or strife, 


sless studied cancellation 
is another kind of cancellation that can be used 


‘ 


ey - 8 spec tried Woman used 
Sensing the point where her ex- 
postulations—every one richly deserved—slipped 


Would You? 
if I knew that a thought of mine 
Were outside of love and untrue, 
That suffering and pain would follow 
train, 
I wouldn’t think it—would you? 


in its 


If I knew that a word of mine 
Hastily spoken and not true, 


I wouldn’t speak it—would you? 
Illustration. 
Cancelling Unkind Words. 
Some of the older boys and girls have doubt- 
in school. But there 


by boys and girls of all ages. For example, two 
boys were speaking of another boy: 

“He is so slow in games,” said one. 

“Yes,” replied the other, “but he always plays 
eir,”” 

“He is so stupid at school,” said the first boy. 

“But he always studies hard,’ answered the 
second. 

Thus, you see, every unkind word spoken by 
the first boy was canceled by a kind word from 
the second. Suppose that the next time we hear 
an unkind word we try to cancel it by putting 
a kind one in its places.—Apples of Gold. 

Sympathy. 

A French poet has a story of a warrior who, 
riding through the desert, was stopped by a 
wretched leper begging an alms. He handed 
out a coin, and the outcast, hungering for hu- 
man sympathy, kissed the outstretched gaunt- 
let, and Jaid his forehead against it. 

Quick as a flash the soldier dashed off his 
glove, and “kneeling to the leper, gave his 
hand.” 

Not lepers and outcasts only crave the touch 
of a human hand, the sign and seal of sym- 
pathy. I am amazed at the multitude of repel- 
lant words we use which push our fellows into 
desert loneliness. Words that wound, and fester, 
and drive men apart. Young people often, care- 
lessly and thoughtlessly utter reproaches, little 
dreaming of the pain that they inflict; and how 
life is made bitter by the thoughtless use of 
words!—cC. BE. World. 

Proverbs. 

A Southern woman thought it strange that 
so little attention was given to Proverbs in 
the teaching of children; so she began to give 
them a verse a week. They were to memorize 
it, then give their experiences at the end of 
the week. 

One lad, of an unusually quick temper, said: 
“We were having quite &@ time at our house; 
some thing's I didn’t like; I got so mad I wanted 
to scream and kick. But I ran into the hallway 
to get away for a moment, for I remembered 
the verse of the week, and I said, ‘He that 
ruleth his own spirit is greater than he that 
taketh a city,’ and I got quiet, and went back 
to play again.’—W. H. Geistweit, D. D. 


IN HIS LIKENESS. 
Gen, 1:26-27; Rom. 6:5; Psa. 17:15; Rom. 1:21-25; 
; 2 Cor, 3185 1 Jno. 3:2; 
Homiletic Hints. 
TI. Man was created in the image of God, 
not only a moral and intellectual likeness, but 


-in the sea. 


also a visible likeness. For God, though a 
spirit, has manifested himself to the eye 
through a form. 

Il. Man had intellectual capacity to give 


names to all living creatures and to have do- 
minion over them, ‘ 

Ill. Man was not created a sinner but sin 
entered the world through man by his con- 
scious, voluntary choice.—h. A. Torrey, D. D. 

Suggestive Ways of Working. 
, Questions for Discussion, 

What is God like to you? When you are 
conscious of the presence of God what is your 
impression? What experience is common to all 
those who have had revelations of God’s pres- 
ence? 

Thoughts on the Theme, 
Character. 

God created man in his own image, hence 
manhood is an ideal, and in as far as man fails 
te exhibit the Godlike in his character does he 
fall short of true manhood. Character is power 
in a much higher sense than knowledge is 
power. 

We say money is power, but character is 
power with a truer value. Success depends 
more upon what you are than what you know.— 
Traits of Character, Kletzing. 

Man is the most wonderful creation God has 
made, for though he has made so many no two 
are alike, yet all are a composite part of his 
likeness. 

Lost Likeness Restored. 

Do you remember the story of the portrait 
of Dante which is painted upon the walls of 
the Bargello, at Florence? For many years 
it was supposed that the picture had utterly 
perished. Men had heard of it, but no one liv- 
ing had ever seen it. But presently came an 
artist who was determined to find it again. He 
went into the palace where tradition said it 
had been painted. The room was used as a 


storeroom for lumber and straw. The walls 
were covered with dirty whitewash. He had 
the heaps of rubbish carried away. Patiently 


and carefully he removed the whitewash from 
the wall. Lines and colors long hidden began 
to appear; and at last the grave, lofty, noble 
face of the great poet looked out again upon 
the world of light. “That was wonderful,’ you 
say, “that was beautiful!” Not half so won- 
derful as the work which Christ came to do in 
the heart of man—to restore the forgotten im- 
age of God and bring’ the divine image to the 
light. He comes to us with the knowledge that 
God’s image is there, though concealed; he 
touches us with the faith that the likeness can 
be restored.—Henry Van Dyke. 
In the Image of God. 
Thou that canst sit in silence hour by hour, 
And know God in his minutest flower, 
And watch his myriad ways among the grass, 
And feel his touch on every frond of fern, 
On the small shadows as they slowly turn 
And on the little creatures as they pass, 
What blindness is it that doth hold thine eyes, 
Make streets a hell, and meadows paradise, 
To shut him out from his great creature, man. 
Hath he not writ himself in every face? 
Awake—and be not impotent to trace 
What is and has been since the world began. 
—Mary E. Coleridge. 
Illustration. 
Restored Beauty. 

“T have been told that at the foot of the cliff 
over against the Castle Merrion, away down 
eighty feet below the surface of the Adriatic, 
there is a little bit of a crevice that has been 
cut in the cliff, and down in that cleft there 
are some of the most priceless pearls that are 
known. They belong to an arch duchess. They 
had not been worn for a long time, and experts 
decided that the only thing to bring back their 
brilliancy was to give them this continued bath 
The experts say that these pearls, 
which had gone ‘sick,’ are coming back to their 
old brilliancy.” So Jesus, with his healing, 
saving power, brings back the lost beauty of 
the image of God to the soul of man.—Rev. J. 
Wilbur Chapman. 


A Modern Comparison. 
Positive, plain lie. 
Comparative, statistics. 
Superlative, expert testimony. 
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= RICH IN GOOD WORKS. 
Le Pim? —6:17-19; 
Homiletie Hints. 


I. Earthly possessions are bestowed by God 
as a means for distribution of good to others. 

II. If we belong to God, like him, there will 
be a ready willingness to do for others, 

III. Not only present enjoyment but future 
reward also comes to those who are rich in 
good works. 

' Suggestive Ways of Working. 


Give out slips on the following subjects: 
“Works of Paul’; ‘Peter’s Zeal’; “Charity of 
Dorcas”; “Hospitality of Priscilla.” 


Thoughts on the Theme, 
Fruit-bearing. 


‘These “good works,” this fruit-bearing, means 
bringing people to Christ. After the sin in 
Genesis God’s only object is to uplift man to 
his high estate. For this he put forth his 
greatest effort; there could be no greater; 
Christ died on the cross, the Holy Spirit left 
heaven to dwell in human souls and help them 


bring others to Christ. This is the work of 
the Lord in which we are to be “always 
abounding.”’—By Geo. A. Hood. 
Gods Man. 
Every Christian belongs to God, and is sol- 


emnly bound by every high and holy obligation 
to prove that relationship. He is a servant of 
God, and to prove that fact he must exemplify 
the spirit of obedience. The call of God to 
Christian service is universal. He has some- 
thing for each one to do, and makes special 
assignments to certain individuals; and what- 
soever he saith unto you, do it. Obedience is 
the law of. self-preservation in the spiritual 
world. It is better than sacrifice, and cannot 
be separated from love and loyalty to Christ. 
“Tf a man love me, he will keep my words.’— 
Religious Telescope. 


True Religion. 


Religion that isn’t good for every day 
much good for any day. If it doesn’t stay with 
aman on Monday it was only a cloak and a 
mockery on Sunday. If it doesn’t show itself 
in the home, breathing upon every one therein 
a kindly and helpful and strengthening inufl- 
ence, then it will make a fine show in the 
House of God to very little purpose indeed. If 
religion doesn’t grip a man’s soul, if it isn’t the 
ene thing in his whole life, Sunday and Satur- 
day, day and night, then it becomes so near 
to being nothing that it is scarcely worth reck- 
oning at all. When we speak of everyday re- 
ligion we speak of the only genuine kind of 
religion that there is. And it is its homely 
everyday quality that will commend it to the 
world and will in the end win for it the alle- 
giance of the world. Religion is for every 
day. Its blessings and benefits, its comforts 
and sweet consolations, its guidance and its in- 
spiration, are for the common-place days in 
the common-place lives of common-place men 
and women. It is something to take with one, 
something that will never be out of place any- 
where, something that will add to life’s joy 
its best touch of sweetness, and will mix with 
all life’s sorrows, hope and courage and power. 
A man who has everyday religion in good, 
wholesome quantity can easily afford to be 
without a good many other things.—Christian 
Guardian. 


isn’t 


Glorify. 
One smile can glorify a day, 
One word true hope impart. 
The least disciple need not say, 
“There are no alms to give away,” 
If love be in the heart. : 
Every Christian may offer Christ 
richness and fullness, 
possession in time or 
to him. He is God’s 
value no tongue 
Christian Advocate. 


in all his 
_to others, and no other 
in eternity is comparable 
unspeakable gift,” whose 
can declare.—New Orleans 


Duty. 


The shortest way to the peace of God and 
to spiritual power is often by self-forgetful 
service in the name of God, with insignificant 
work near at hand. The work may seem to 
have no relation to the soul’s larger 


intere 
and none whatever to the tasks of a lifetime: 
and yet in the doing of it with faith and love 


& 


/ 


{ 


the disciple finds himself in the presence 0: 
God, walking on his life’s great highway. — ! 
“Do the duty which lies nearest thee.” De 
it with a loving heart. Do it in confidence that 
God will assign the highest and most usefu) 
tasks that are possible to those whom he car 
trust.—Selected. | 
Illustrations. 

Paying Debts. } 


Benjamin Franklin once wrote this letter tc 
aman to whom he was lending money: 3) 
“T send you herewith a bill for ten louis; 
dors; I do not pretend to give such a sum, 
only lend it to you. When you shall return tc 
your country, you cannot fail of getting intc 
some kind of business that will in time enable 
ou to pay off all your debts. 2 
pS Sot that case, hed you meet with another 
honest man in similar distress, you must pa 
me by lending this sum to him enjoining him 
to discharge the debt by like operation when 
he shall be able and shall meet with another 
opportunity. I hope it may then go through 
many hands, before it meets with a knave to 
stop its progress. 
“Phis is, a-trick 
good with little money. 
trick.” 


of mine for doing a deal of 
And it is a very good 


Helpless but Powerful. : 


In the city of Adana, in Central Turkey, there 
lives a young Christian convert named Hov~ 
hannes. He is a helpless cripple and can neither 
walk nor move his body without help. But he 
stll has the use of his hands. When he became 
a disciple of Christ it seemed as if he could do 
nothing in the way of Christian work. But 
this young cripple has accomplished a won- 
derful amount of work. 


In the first place, with a Braille typewriter 
he has printed all of the New Testament exe 
cept the Gospel of John in Braille text for the 
blind. The Gospel of John had already been 
printed in Braille, so it was not needed. He 
has ‘also put into Braille, with his typewriter, 
six books of the Old Testament. All this has 
been long, slow work for him in his helpless- 
ness, taking -a whole year to accomplish. But 
now he has bound the various books thus trans- 
lated into the language of the blind, and he 
keeps them-as a sort of circulating library for 
blind people who have learned to read. Of 
course not many of the blind in Adana can yet 
read; so, besides this, he has started a class 
of sixteen blind pupils, whom he is fast teach- 
ing to read and to write. Helpless as he is, 
he is thus becoming a center of Christian influ- 
ence and a loving helper of others.—New Guide. 


Modern Martyrs. 


There are not wanting martyrs now, although 
they may not surrender life at the dictation of 
persecuting tyrants. Two young physicians 
have with their lives paid the penalty of de- 
votion to the work of ministering to their fel- 
low-men—Dr. BE. T. Ashley, connected with the 
quarantine staff of the port of New York, ané 
Dr. A. F. Jackson, a Scotch Presbyterian med- 
ical missionary in China. Dr. Ashley contracted 
cerebro-spinal-meningitis while attending Greek 
immigrants on a ship in New York harbor, an¢ 
was so debilitated by his protracted and con- 
stant labors for his patients that he did no 
respond to treatment which had been success- 
fully applied to the immigrants. Dr. Jacksor 
lost his life as a result of contraction of the 
plague in caring for Chinese coolies. Nearly 
500 Chinese coolies who had been working ir 
the bean fields of Manchuria, started back tc 
their homes in the southern parts of the em. 
pire about Christmas. The plague broke ow 
among them, and they were stopped en rout 
and huddled into five small buildings, wher 
Dr. Jackson joined them, the only white mai 
in the throng. Eighty of the coolies died, anc 
then their physician and defender himself con 
tracted the disease. When he discovered tha 
the infection had laid hold on him, he under 
took to hide himself in order that no othe 
physician might run the risk of contracting th 
plague in attending him, but his plight wa 
discovered by his fellow-missionaries, who di 
all in their power to save him, but in vain. H 
vey but twenty-six years old.—United Presby 
erian. 
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As pastors we are facing the most important 
month of the year. Those of us who have en- 
-joyed a period of vacation rest ought to be 
ready for hard work, and those who have re- 
mained “at the wheel’ all summer probably 
relaxed sufficiently to secure a little rest and 
change anyway. Here we are, brethren, whether 
we are ready or not, face to face with the neces- 
sity of planning for our winter’s work! 

We believe in making large and generous 
plans for a whole season’s work ahead of time. 
Of course, plans are of no value unless they are 
put into practice, but most of us can carry out 
the plans we make. 

. A word of caution, however, should be given 
to young and inexperienced pastors not to make 
plans and publish outlines of work that cannot 
be operated. It is much better to make smaller 
plans that one can execute than to attempt more 
than one man can do. 
_._ We suggest that the pastor take a modern 
“date book” and go over the calendar carefully, 
putting down series of sermons, special meet- 
ings, and all the events likely to take place, in- 
cluding new enterprises, etc. Do not omit per- 
sonal plans for study, business, etc. The idea 
is to map out a schedule (for private use) for 
the whole year, and then, so far as possible, 
unwind the plan. Men who live this way accom- 
plish more solid, definite work than the hap- 
hazard, helterskelter, go-as-you-can pastors! 

But in looking out on the church year we 
hope you will not make the mistake that many 
-of us are prone to do. Do not plan so largely 
on the mechanical side that the spiritual will 
*become restricted, thwarted, or stunted. 

Not long ago a pastor in Norwich, Conn., 
- wrote a protest against “a mechanical ministry.” 

Among other things he said: 

“Are we to understand that spiritual hunger 
is out of date? Is it more important to see 

that forty-one appointments a week go off 

smoothly than to win and impart some insight 
into the ways of God? When the Lord asks an 
account of us as stewards of the divine mys- 
teries will he be chiefly edified by an enumera- 
tion of our typewriters and telephones?” : 

This protest is needed in these days! This 

Methods Department, for example, has a very 

important place in the greater efficiency of our 

church life, but in no case do we wish our 
_prethren to think that these methods alone will 
make a church successful. : 

Above all our methods is the personality of 
the minister and the loving response of a spirit- 

ually minded people. Above this even is the 

Divine Spirit without whom we can do nothing 

effectively. Nevertheless, God expects every one 

of us to do his full duty with the best possible 
means. 

Attempt great things for God, brethren, and 
expect great things of him this year, and may 
your work for 1912-13 be the most successful 
and the most enjoyable you have ever experl- 
enced, 


* ¢ * 


Nearly every mail brings words of apprecia- 
tion for the practical value of this department. 
Thank you, fellow pastors. We are indeed glad 
to know that we have been of service to any 
one. Do not forget, however, that you are a 
partner in the business. Send us whatever you 
can in the way of helps for the department. 
What you send may _ help some other pastor. 
Send everything to E. A. King, 4 South Sixth 
St., North Yakima, Wash. 


SOME THOUGHTS ON RALLY DAY. _ 
Rally Day at the beginning of the fall activi- 
ties ought to be a really great day. Someone 
has thoughtfully said: ‘ At 
; able earanier vacation, while bringing phys- 
e-invi tion, scatters the church’s forces, 


ical re-invigora ) ’ 
demoralization. The problem is to 
eee alls all these forces 


effectuall gather together i 

caompiiy: at the close of vacation, hence Rally 

Day has come to be a recognized day in the 

church calendar.” 
For this reason eve renee 

vantage of the opening oO i 

and pecin church activities at-that time. 


ery pastor should take ad- 
public schools 
une 


METHODS OF CHURCH WORK 


E, A. KING, EDITOR, NO. YAKIMA, WASH. 


invitation to such a service should be a joyous 
bugle call to service! 

There are many forms of invitation and nu- 
merous kinds of services. From year to year 
in The Expositor we have suggested plans for 
this day. They are still fresh and of interest 
to any who have not used them. If you~ keep 
a file of the magazine you will be interested to 
turn to the following articles: : 


Vol. IX, September, 1908, pp. 573-578. 
Vol. X, September, 1909, pp. 499-501. 
Vol. XI. September, 1910, pp. 635-637. 


Vol. XII, September, 1911, pp. 613-614. 

It is not necessary to spend a large amount of 
money on Rally Day invitations. Many of the 
denominational publishing houses carry these 
things in stock. The International Sunday School 
agencies are always prepared to send samples 
and furnish material. 

In The Expositor for December, 1910, Vol. XII, 
p. 141, will be found a list of adresses of print- 
ing houses that make a specialty of church 
printing. To this should be added that friend of 
all pastors, The Woolverton Printing & Publish- 
ing Co., Osage, Iowa, and our new found friend, 
ee D. Towne, 203 Sudbury building, Boston, 

ass. 

In large cities there are plenty of printers 
who may well serve the modern pastors’ needs, 
but those who live and labor in smaller cities 
ought to get in touch with these houses. Send 
postal cards today for samples and information. 

We do not believe in special offerings for 
Rally Day. This is the one day in the year 
when everybody ought to have the work of the 
church presented and not be obliged to consider 
finances, 


A RALLY DAY POST CARD. 

Here is a good card to attract men to the 
Rally Day exercises. It can be made in two 
ways. Someone who can draw may execute the 
design on the mimeograph, or the drawing may 
be done in India ink and sent to an engraver 
where a zinc etching or something of that kind 
may be produced. It can then be used in an or- 


dinary printing press, and printed on a post 
card. 
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VISITATION CARD. | : 
The following card was picked up in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Tacoma, Washington. 
It is unique and practical: 


ORDER to assist in the visitation work of our 
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Wihorarerscekins- Christy. ces en see ner ee eee 
Who are new residents... 


Who'ares bereaved >. 5 eee oe ee eee 


Wihovtare- needy. sr ee eee ee 


EE 
My own name and address... ..... 


On the reverse side is printed the following: 

I believe I was saved to serve and realize that 
for a church to be a working church it must have 
working members. I, therefore, will undertake 
those duties and privileges which are marked 
with an (x). 

....Will attend morning worship. 

5 attend evening worship. 
.. Will attend Sunday School. 
...Will teach if needed. 
.. Will join the Home Department. 
...Will attend the prayer meeting. 
..Will join the C. E. Society. 
... Will invite others to church. 
.. Will endeavor to lead some one to Christ. 

. Will contribute through our church to ad- 

vance the gospel at home and abroad. 


HOME EVANGELISM, 

At Manasquan, N. J., the Methodist pastor has 
been conducting some very unusual and success- 
ful meetings in the homes of the people. In one 
week he, with a band of workers, held meetings 
in sixteen homes, sometimes where there were 
Christians, and with others who attended no 
church, going to as many as four homes in one 
evening. In some cases those in need have been 
helped in a financial manner. 


PRINTED SONGS, 

Rey. T, W. Charlesworth, pastor Parkhill Bap- 
tist Church, prints a four page booklet of songs 
for his evening service and he says it adds very 
much to the enjoyment and the effectiveness of 
the Sunday evening meeting. 


WEEKLY BULLETIN AND ADVERTISING. 

The pastor of the First Baptist Church, Brook- 
haven, Mass., prints a very attractive four page 
weekly bulletin paying for it by local advertis- 
ing. The “ads” are printed in such a manner as 
to give no offence to the reader. Here is a sug- 
gestion for the pastor who needs a bulletin. but 
cannot afford to pay for it. We would be glad 
to know of any other pastors who use this 
method. 


A GOOD “EXCUSE,” 

Rey. HB. S. Bollinger, Portland, Oregon, prints 
the following motto in his calendar: “Out of the 
city our only excuse for absence.” 


- possible, and the reception committee met the: 


OLD FOLKS’ DAY. 

The First Congregational Church of Manhat- 
tan, Kans., observed Old Folks’ Day as follows: 
The invitations to the guests were very dainty, 
affairs printed on pink paper, and were delivered 
by the younger boys and girls of the church, | 
Invitations were sent to all members of the con-} 
gregation not included in the list of guests, ask-¥ 
ing them to call during the afternoon. 
On the day appointed the guests were brought} 
to the church in various conveyances. The? 
church parlors had been made as comfortable as} 


guests here, and made them feel at home. PR | 

The dinner was prepared by the younger ladies; 
in the church,-and the girls of the C. B. | 
society did the serving. The dining-room had| 
been decorated, and the tables were set in the? 
form of a cross. The place-cards were hand-: 
painted and made dainty souvenirs. : 

The program in the afternoon was a joy to ) 
the older people, as it contained many reminders} 
of the days in the early history of the cnurch., 
The best feature of the affair was the drawing’! 
nearer of the old and young, and the knowledge: 
each gained of the others’ interest in their) 
lives. 


CHURCH LETTER TO CANDIDATES. 

The First Congregational Church of Oakland, 
Cal., sent the following letter to all candidates | 
for church membership after they have been 
voted into membership at the regular church 
meeting. We have never seen anything of this 
kind before and it appeals to us as a very valu-— 
able plan and we heartily recommend its adop- 
tion wherever possible: 

Dear Friend:— | 

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that 
at a recent meeting, on recommendation of the 
Church Committee, you were unanimously elect- 
ed to become a member of this church. 

This election will become effective on the Sun- 
day morning when you present yourself tao be 
received into membership, or when the formal 
announcement of your election is made from the 
pulpit. 

The form to be used when you are received 
into membership is printed on the other pages 
of this circular. Kindly read it over carefully, 
and if any questions are suggested by it, com- 
municate with the minister. 

Unless we hear from you to the contrary, we 
shall expect you to be on hand to join our mem- 
bership Meanwhile we 
heartily welcome you to our family of faith, 
and trust that you will both help us and be 
helped by us. 

Believe us, in the name of our common Mas- 
ter, Very cordially yours, 


Church Secretary. 


SECTIONAL PRAYER MEETINGS, 

The prayer meeting of a country church of 
Saratoga, Cal., is conducted in the following 
manner. The parish, which is long in extent— 
the church building being at one side—is di- 
vided into two sections in which neighborhood 
meetings are held, the family having the meet- 
ing being responsible for the leadership. 

Usually both meetings have the same topic, 
and often exchange messages by telephone, a 
friendly rivalry existing between the two sec- 
tions. The pastor leads the meetings alternate- 
ly. Once a month, nearest the full moon, all 
come together at the church. This plan has 
worked admirably for six years, the attendance 
being more than doubled. 

During the rainy months, January and Feb- 
ruary, a new method was tried. At the ringing 
of the church bell at eight o’clock Wednesday 
evening the members of each family come to- 
gether for a short informal devotional service, 
the same portion of Scripture, announced the 
Sunday previous, being read by all, with song 
and prayer. The pastor requested that a report 
be made to him of the number observing the 
time and any item of interest connected with the 
service.—C. FE. World. 3 


Clinton N. Howard estimates that if it takes 
ten beers to make a man drunk, one glass will 
make him one-tenth drunk. The moderate 
drinker is never quite as drunk as the excessive 
drinker. 
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SERMONS ON WHO’S WHO IN THE BIBLE. 
Rev. A. W. Blackwood, pastor Sixth U. P. 

Church, Pittsburg, Pa., has recently preached a 
series of evening sermons on the above general 
t . The individual topics reveal some genius 
in their arrangement and are as follows: 

Leading the Scapegoat. 

A Young Sportsman. 

The Charge of the Three Hundred. 

A Strong Man’s Weakness, 

A Woman's Folly. 

A Good Woman in Politics. 

The Manliest Man. 
5 Mr. Blackwood writes concerning the series: 
The children of the Bible School were invited 
to identify the various characters of which all 
but one are found in the Old Testament. The 
people, young and old, searched the Scriptures 
pe pee Attendance and interest were grati- 
ying. 


WHAT CHURCHES CAN DO WITH LABOR 
e, SUNDAY. 

What can the churches do to help the labor 
cause without becoming partisan? I have met 
this question in practically every community 
which I have visited. The American Federation 
of Labor, three years ago, requested all the 
churches of America to observe the Sunday pre- 
ceding Labor Day. This year the central body 
in many cities has sent a special request to min- 
isters asking that at least some mention of the 
day and its significance be made in the sermons 
or services on Labor Day. The Boston Central 
Labor Union has been especially courteous and 
[Vee remarkable skill in the wording of its 
etter. 

This request furnishes the opportunity for 
which we have been praying. Our discussions 
of How to Reach the Masses, and our long sets 
of resolutions touching the industrial situation, 
which are worked out with elaborate care and 
adopted with grave solemnity, seem to indicate 
a real interest in our most serious problem, and 
yet the amount of apathy to be met in regard to 
observing Labor Day Sunday and the indifferent, 
not to say disrespectful way in which the re- 
quest of the American Federation of Labor has 
been treated by the majority of churches, causes 
one to wonder if we have been really sincere in 
our discussions and our resolutions. 

The Federal Council of Churches has sent out 
through its secretary, who may be addressed at 
1611 Clarendon Building, New York, a detailed 
plan for the observance of the day, and its pre- 
pared program has been advertised through lead- 
ing religious papers. Every pastor has had 
sufiicient opportunity to- know what is to be 
done and how to do it. The programs are of- 
fered to the churches at a nominal price, much 
cheaper than they could be printed locally. 

The ideal plan is for the churches in each 
eommunity or neighborhood to unite in a mass 
meeting, to be held under the joint supervision 
of the churches and the labor union, the speak- 
ers being representative of labor as well as of 
the church. Such a meeting is best held in the 
afternoon or evening. 

In places where it is impractical to attempt a 
union meeting, many pastors will preach on 
themes which involve labor issues. The Bible 
will furnish the text and much of the material 
for such discourses. In still other churches the 
day will be merely mentioned in the prayers or 
in the sermon. It is of less importance how we 
recognize the day than that we d» recognize it. 

One of the principal objections to observing 
Labor Day Sunday is that it is impossible for 
the churches to indorse the labor unions. This 
is not necessary, and is not expected. I have 
never heard of any labor union or of labor lead- 
ers claiming infallibility. 

No one knows better than the unions them- 
selves how many mistakes they have made, but 
when it comes to demanding a decent wage and 
a reasonable work day, better protection from 
injuries in the factories and workshops, the 
elimination as far as possible of industrial dis- 
eases, the limiting of the hours of labor of wom- 
en and girls and the abolition of child labor, the 
unions are making no mistake. If the church 
is to preach the gospel of Christ it must demand 
fair conditions. We must not forget that the 
labor problem is larger than any question re- 
lating to the labor union, ; 

Labor Day presents an opportunity for the 
ministers to proclaim the gospel of industrial 


justice, with a new emphasis because of the day. 
The laboring man does not want unstinted 
praise. nor patronage. All he asks is that he be 
credited with average intelligence and honesty. 
If the churches present the cause of labor fairly 
and impartially, pointing out the dangers as well 
as the safe pla..s in the movement, a new type 
of leadership will soon be raised up, and many 
of the mistakes of the past will be made impos- 
sible in the future. 

We have long prayed for an open door to 
larger service. The door is now wide open. 
No better way can be found of beginning the 
new church year than by entering into a hearty 
observance of Labor Day and thus helping to 
make it significant. 


HOW WE RAISED $5,000 FOR OUR BUILDING 
KUND. 
Rev. F. H. Field, Flint, Mich. 

Oak Park M. E. Church, Flint, Michigan, was 
originated July 18, 1909, by the present pastor, 
the first services being held in a tent on a site 
on a 300 acre farm which had been platted in a 
new section of the city. Before a service had 
been held or a member secured the pastor pur- 
chased for the church the old farmhouse which 
was sold at auction and now, after some altera- 
tions, serves as the parsonage. 

On May 15, 1910, a chapel, costing $9,000, was 
dedicated, the church then having a membership 
of a little more than 100 and a Sunday School 
of the same number. This chapel was thought 
then to be adequate for the Sunday School needs 
of many years, being 50x30 feet in dimensions, 
with a commodious gallery and separate Sunday 
School class rooms under the gallery with roll- 
ing’ partitions, but in the early part of 1912 it 
was found that the quarters were outgrown. 
In the month of March, 1912, the Sunday School 
attendance was running from 260 to 275, every 
class was overgrown and over-crowded, and 
expansion was imperative. There was still a 
debt of $4,000 on the chapel. 

The official board, after careful consideration, 
decided to build the basement of the main audi- 
terium of the church complete to the first floor 
and fit it up for Sunday School use. This would 
cost between $4,000 and $5,000, and they decided 
to conduct a campaign for $8,000 to pay for the 
improvement and also wipe out the old debt as 
far as possible. 

The month of May was set aside for the cam- 
paign and all the men in the church asked to 
participate. On the evening of April 30, 105 men 
sat down to a men’s banquet in the church and 
at this banquet the campaign was launched, en- 
thusiasm being aroused by appropriate speech- 
es, although no money was asked for at this 
time. 

Several days before the men of the church 
had been divided into four teams under the 
leadership of four captains, one team being 
composed of the young men. Each captain di- 
vided his men into seven groups of four each 
with a leader for each group, and through this 
organization 105 out of the 112 men assigned to 
teams were brought out to the banquet. 

The pledges were secured by the use of pledge 
cards on which friends of the church were 
asked to subscribe for shares at $5 each. A 
bulletin board in front of the church recorded 
each day the total amounts secured by the dif- 
ferent teams and the newspapers were freely 
used to keep the public acquainted with the 
progress of the campaign. 

On Sunday, June 2, the second anniversary of 
the dedication of the chapel was celebrated and 
at the morning service report was made of the 
amounts secured by each team. The winning 
team turned in $1,100.50 and the other three 
$1,000; $893.50, and $507.25. These amounts, with 
what had been secured by the pastor and inde- 
pendently of the four teams, made a total of 
$5,668.75, which will easily be brought to $6,000. 
This is $2,000 short of the $8,000 sought, but 
is probably more than twice as much as would 
have been secured in any other way than by this 
campaign. 


The amount secured represents 351 pledges, 
143 of which were for $5 each and the re- 
mainder for Jarger amounts, although there 
were only four over $50. The largest amount 


of pledges secured by any individual was $544, 
nine others getting more than $100. A circular 
headed “A Good Investment” was used in the 
campaign. 
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READING HYMNS. 

It may be questioned as to whether the “last 
word” has been said on this subject. 

Many churches print a weekly calendar, not- 
withstanding which more or less of their pas- 
tors make announcements from the pulpit, some 
on general principles, others to lay especial 
stress on some particular matter mentioned in 
the calendar. 

In large measure this may be true of reading 
the hymns. The writer remembers the reading 
of a closing hymn with such power that the 
congregation was inspired to sing with equal 
or greater power, and probably no person, young 
or old, went out from that service unmoved. 

The reading of a hymn in the first service of 
one of his pastorates by an eminent divine, 
whose name is known and honored the length 
and breadth of our land, is to this day remem- 
bered with much pleasure by one of his former 
parishioners, although years have passed and 
sermons have been forgotten. 


When a pastor can read a hymn, undoubtedly 
there are possibilities in hymn-reading well 
worthy of consideration. The writer heard an 
organist of experience, and a well educated man 


as well, say that there were but few ministers | 


who could read a hymn as it should be read. 


Not only is there force in this statement from 
the standpoint of elocution, but from the stand- 
point of interest in this part of the service, as 
years of experience and observation in this mat- 
ter have convinced the writer that, outside the 
ritualistic communions, the majority of the min- 
istry is, to a large degree, indifferent to the 
possibilities of worship in song, especially the 
eee of hymns by the congregation.—Se- 
ected. 


KEEPING CHURCH DIRECTORIES CORRECT. 

We have just received a copy of a church di- 
rectory in which, on the very last page, is a 
series of perforated blanks, or coupons, for cor- 
rection of any mistake in name, address, spell- 
ing or date. The instructions printed at the 
top of the page are as follows: 
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_Adapted from an article by Prof. G. W. Fisk 


HOW 'TO WIN LARGER CONGREGATIONS. 


of Oberlin. | 

The following pointed remarks may well b 
printed in your church paper or used in par 
in a sermon on “Building up the Congregation.’, 
At any rate pass this on to your people, fod 
they need to think on these things: - | 

1. Your church must want a larger congre? 
gation before it can win one. The snobbish 


“Welcome,” the multitude knows better. His 
people want a select congregation, persons oO? 
good social standing and correct morals, whc 
will rent pews. The publicans and sinners are 
welcome to go to some other church! 

2. If the church is thoroughly converted tc 
the principle of Christian democracy, then it 
will remove all obstacles and made it easy for 
rich and poor to meet together. In some places 
this may mean free pews, or wider advertising 
invitations in hotels and stations, and sys- 
tematic personal invitations by neighbors and 
shopmates, : 

38. Let both pulpit and pew emphasize the 
great motives for church attendance, based o 
human needs. Habit operates less than for- 
merly. There is no longer legal or social pres- 
sure. Public opinion’s ban no longer shames 
the non-churchgoer. Curiosity soon wWwearies; 
the taste for novelty is soon satisfied; the hun- 
ger for the sensational, an insatiable appetite, 
either takes to vaudeville or is starved into 
decency; the aesthetic craving for classical mu- 
sic, faultlessly rendered, soon graduates fro 
anthems to the opera, and seldom accounts fo 
the presence of more than a modest fraction of 
most congregations; the sermon-taster who goe 
to sample critically, remains to pray humbly, 
or goes elsewhere next week. 

Most people today attend church from prin 
ciple. The impulse and desire for worship; the 
hunger for God; the need of help and inspira-- 
tion; the belief in the church as a means of 
soul culture; or at least the idea that the 
church is a force for social control which must 
at all hazards be maintained—these are some 
of the motives that lead us to church. We have: 
worn out the minor incentives and inducements: 
and attractions; it is time to emphasize the: 
great principles. : 

4. Worship as the main purpose of the serv-: 
ice should be oftener emphasized. The over-- 
emphasis on the sermon has dwarfed the great-- 
er motive. No stress of literary competition! 
can ever imperil the force of the appeal. Come: 
and worship. To listen to God in worship is: 
greater than to hear any man preach. 

5. Yet every legitimate element of attrac-; 
tiveness may well be added to the major appeal! 
to principle. Practical, human preaching; good | 
music, aimed at the heart; hymns and responses: 
and prayers for popular participation; courteous} 
ushers, preferably young men; a printed cal-. 
endar and order of worship; definite plans in-. 
suring the cordial welcome of all strangers,, 
through an unobtrusive hospitality committee—| 
all this and more is needed. | 

6. Frankly oppose certain modern social ten- 
dencies. If seriously faced, the growing cus-|} 
tom of Sunday night functions will be recog-| 
nized as evil and discouraged by Christian peo- 
ple. It is killing many an evening service and 
secularizing the home Sabbath. The church of 
Christ should take first place or none. Be loyal 
or resign. 

_ 7%. Saturday night dissipation greatly affects 
Sunday morning church attendance. Church 
people should therefore discourage it, as a cus- 
tom. Avoid social engagements then when pos- 
sible. That is the worst time in the week to 
attend theater or opera; every soul knows why. 

8. Saturday night Grange meetings are seri- 
ously depleting the morning attendance of 
country churches. It is getting/to be the pop- 
ular night for the grange to meet, for obvious 
reasons. But it is affecting the religious wel- 
fare of thousands of country people. Christian 
Grangers can remedy this now, if they will. By 
a by they will not be able to reverse the cus- 
om. 

_9. Saturday night shopping seriously affects 
city church attendance. Thoughtful Christian 
people will reduce it to the minimum. An army 
of retail merchants and clerks (nearly two mil- 
lion of them) are sadly overworked on the eve 
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of the Sabbath, often till midnight, and sleep, 


either at home or at church ing 
Beene former. ee ene, 
elfish, thoughtless people delay their - 
chasing till the last minute of Pine Waking 
ces, and delivery teams run until late into the 
night. In Sympathy and charity, Christian peo- 
ere would do their buying earlier and relieve 
] ne pressure, and finally urge the closing of all 
mes on Saturday nights. It is an unnecessary 
» 10. Let the weekly pay-day in mills and fac- 
tories come in the mid-week instead of Sat 


-urday. This will reduce drunkenness, and 
Beoely lessen the number of regular Sunday 
a: 


di It will also stimulate mid-week shop- 
‘ping and a quiet Saturday night. 3 
3 11. The movement for the Saturday  half- 
holiday should be indorsed by all churches. It 
is surely growing in favor, particularly in sum- 
mer, and nothing could be more directly fa- 
vorable to church attendance, as it greatly re- 
lieves Sunday from the industrial strain. 

12. Let us treat our doctors and dentists like 
Christians. It is seldom necessary to. steal 
their Sunday from them. Dentists frankly dis- 
like Sunday work. Nothing justifies it but a 
jumping toothache. Other troubles can be at- 
tended to on a week-day, or an evening, where 
electric light is available. 

Physicians, toc, have souls; but no class is so 
“generally deprived of the privileges of worship. 
Do not be sick on Sunday simply because it is 
more convenient, and you have more time to 
think of your ills, without losing an hour’s 
wage while going to the doctor’s. 

138. Why not keep away from the postoffice, 
‘Sundays, and your business desk, factory, etc.? 
Let them go for one day. 


F A GOOD PASTORAL LETTER. 

Every pastor feels like making a special ap- 
peal to his people at the beginning of the sea- 
‘son’s work in September. Rev. Charles A. Bar- 
wise, of Greenport, N. Y., has issued the follow- 
ing and we commend it to the brethren as a 
fair sample of what such a letter ought to be: 
My Dear Member:— 

The fall work of our church has opened and 
the pastor in looking over the field from his 
strategic point of view at the center sees two 
possibilities for our church this fall and winter. 

(1) We may drift through it, being satisfied 

by saying, “We never have done it that way,” 
-or “‘We always have done it this way.” (Two 
‘sentences the pastor wishes could be lost from 
the English language.) Resulting in our only 
“marking time.” Or: 
— (2) We may take up the keynote sounded 
at the great Philadelphia meetings in June: 
“Every member to render some form of personal 
service in the varied ministry of the church.” 

It is this last that I expect from the Green- 
port Church. Not one resident member without 
‘some definite interest to which their aid and 
energies shall be given. 

Our field of work is so comprehensive that it 
“covers every age and ability. Are you but a 
young member? Then there is the S. S, the 
C. E., the sewing school, and the Boy Scouts. 
Are you saying you are confined to the house 
by duties or physical weakness? Then there is 
the Home Department for you. Not one mem- 
ber that cannot, find some department to suit 
them. 

With this I enclose a card; please look it 
over, mark the departments in which you are 
or intend to be interested, as many as you like, 
then return it to the pastor as soon as possible, 
by mail, personally, or dropping it in his box in 
the church lobby. 

Each one of these cards bears-a number; the 
pastor expects every one back, so that when 
arranged in order there will not be one missing. 
Your number has been registered opposite your 
name. 

Don’t depreciate your part and say, “I can 
‘do so little, it will not matter.” The Lord’s 
work will be incomplete without your little. 

Don’t select the smallest possible work to do, 
see just HOW MUCH you can do in the vine- 
yard, and mark the card accordingly. 

Don’t treat your pastor with_indifference and 
do nothing with this request. Consider it a per- 
sonal appeal. 


And in all our doing let us not neglect that 


other part to which the Psalmist urges us, 

“PRAY for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall 

prosper that love thee.” Psa, 122:6. 
Affectionately, your pastor, 


A PRAYER MEETING PLAN. 

Rev. H. F. Burgess, of Sunnyside, Washing- 
ton, assigns certain Bible chapters to his peo- 
ple, requests them to read them carefully, re- 
view them at prayer meeting and suggests an 
appropriate title for the chapters reviewed. 


MOVING PICTURES NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
CHURCHES. 

Edison has finally placed on the market a 
home kinetoscope for, motion pictures for the 
home, school, Y. M, C. A., clubs and churches. 
For particulars, catalogue, etc., write to Wil- 
liams, Brown & Harle, Inc., Philadelphia, Pa. 


HOW TO TALK TO BOYS ABOUT SEX, 

More and more pastors are compelled to con- 
sider this question whether they will or no. We 
are constantly obliged to answer questions and 
suggest books. We have recently come upon 
a book by Philip Zenner, M. D., called ‘‘Hduca- 
tion in Sexual Physiology and Hygiene.” 

Dr. Zenner has not written a book about sex, 
but has given the result of his own experiments 
in talking to college boys on the subject. He 
reports the actual addresses given and tells 
of the results. There is more to the book than 
this, but this is the special feature and appeals 
to us as a sane and very valuable contribution 
to the subject. The book is for sale by Stewart 
& Kidd Co., Cincinnati, at $1.00. 


THE STORY OF A GREAT PREACHER’S LIFE. 

We have just completed the reading of “Alex- 
ander Maclaren of Manchester,’ published by 
Hodder & Stoughton, New York ($1.50). It is 
a great book for pastors to read. It tells the 
story of a man who remained 50 years in one 
parish and became famous for no other reason 
than on account of his expository preaching of 
the Bible. 

We have been thrilled and strengthened by 
the reading and heartily wish that every young 
minister might read the story. The book con- 
tains 272 pages, twenty chapters and seven il- 
lustrations. 

It will be remembered that Dr. Maclaren is 
the author of those inimitable expositions of 
“The Psalms” in “The Expositor’s Bible.” 


SERMON TOPICS. 
(By the Editor.) 

Requests have come for a list of sermon top- 
ics used by the editor. He responds with the 
following, beginning with January 7, 1912: 

Morning Sermons. _ 

The Abrahamic Blessing: Altruism. 

Telling Work of Insignificant Persons. 

Searching for the Truth. | 

Awakening the Giant: China.’ 

Why Preach the Gospel. 

The Cure for Worry. 

The Coming Revival. 

Removing Mountains. 

Help in Time of Need. 
Water.) 

The Christian Life is for All. ; 

The Power of an Endless Life (Easter). 

What is the Christian Life? 

The World for Christ. 

The Life of Service. . 

Religious Ideals and Church Architecture. 

Qpening Blind Eyes. 

Friendship. 

The Gospel of Pain. : ; 

The Appeal of the Child (Children’s Day). 

Somebody Cares. 

The Mantle of Charity. 

Evening Sermons. 

Fruitless Efforts of Significant Persons. 

The Freedom of Youth. 

Passing of the Third Floor Back. 

The School of Life. 

Why Lincoln is Loved. 


(Jesus Walking on the 


Charles Dickens, Master Preacher and Social 
Reformer. : 
Revival and Personal Life. 


North Yakima’s Social Problems. 
The Resurrection of Jesus. . oe 
Contributary Causes of the Social Evil. 
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Cathedrals Scotland 
(Stereopticon.) 

Human Brotherhood. 

An Old Prison Letter (Philippians.) | 

These sermons touch on personal religion, so- 
cial service, missions and evangelism. Some of 
the sermons were preached to youg people, 
some on patriotic occasions, and several dealt 
directly with local social conditions. Not all of 
them had texts, while some had two or three. 
Not any were expository and only one was con- 
fined to the explanation of a Bible book. 


and Churches of 


BOOK LIST. 

One or two books a month will be mentioned 
here, books such as every preacher ought to 
read with care. Only those requested by the 
editor will be considered. 

“Men Wanted,” by Fred B. Smith, published 
by Association Press, New York, green cloth, 
pp. 223, 75 cents. 

Fred Smith is one of the most expert lay 
preachers to men in the English-speaking 
world. As for organizing genius, it is Smith 
who has conceived and pushed the Men and Re- 
ligion Forward Movement. 

He discusses the subjects of labor, honesty, 
loyalty, the power of initiative, perseverance 
and religion. This book will help ministers un- 
derstand and reach men. 

“The Social Engineer,’ by Edwin L. Earp, 
published by Eaton & Mains, N. Y., green cloth, 
pp. 326, $1.50. 

Here is a book for the modern pastor, 
ting before him the exact problem of the church 
at the present hour. The purpose of the book 
is to show how the conditions can be met by 
the church through the training of specialists 
called “Social Engineers.” Buy it and read it, 
brethren, and get into the swing of the new 
movement. 


The Cost of Selfishness. 

Out in Chicago the other day there was a 
bad accident. Two little girls, Nora and Julia, 
playing on the sidewalk, were run over by a 
heavy truck that had been hastily driven on 
the walk to avoid an automobile. 

Nora’s left leg was torn off and her body 
terribly bruised. Julia’s arm was broken. 

Neighbors ran to help the children, and one 
dashed into a house and tried to telephone for 
a police ambulance, when a woman’s voice 
snapped over the wire. 

“T am using this wire. 
rupt.” 

“Good heavens, madam! There’s a little 
girl out here with her leg torn off. I want to 
get an ambulance. Let me have the wire!” 
exclaimed the man. 

“Get off the wire; I am talking now,” was 
the reply, and the man had to run several 
blocks before he could get word to the police, 

It was long before Nora could be taken to 
the hospital, and the doctor said the delay 
might mean failure to save her life. 

Selfishness costs many a life—it cost the life 
of Jesus Christ. 


Pray do not inter- 


’ 


_ COMRADES ALL. 

Deacon Giles : “Doctor, there’s a question I 
have been. wanting to ask you. In what language 
did the ass speak to Balaam?” 

The Rev. Dr. Fourthly: “In its own language. 
Balaam had been making an ass of himself. and 
he had no trouble in understanding.” 


AS DRIB Wire 
It is related of a good man having died a few 
days ago, the little daughter of his business part- 
ner, five or Six years of age, hearing her parents 
speak of him said, “Papa, won’t God be glad to 
see him?” What a tribute to a Christian life! 
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Recent Sermons 


REV. WILLIAM R. TAYLOR, D. D., REV. B. H. DUPUY, REV. DAVID JAMES BURRELL, D. D., 
REV. W. C. ALEXANDER, REV. BENARD J. SNELL 


Waking Up a Church 


REV. WILLIAM R, TAYLOR, D. D., ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


Text: “This is now, beloved, the second 
epistle that I write unto you; and in both of' 
them I stir up your sincere mind by putting you 
in remembrance.” 2 Pet. 3:1. 

In rousing a person from sleep it is always 
well to employ as gentle and conciliatory a man- 
ner as possible, for most persons wake up cross. 
The most important application of the proverb 
which advises us to let “sleeping «dogs lie,” is to 
the human, not to the canine species. 

The writer of our epistle recognizes this, for 
the text is an apology for waking up his readers. 
The apology was especially desirable in this 
case for two reasons. First, because he proposed 


to wake them up thoroughly. This idea is in 
the Greek word translated “stir,” which be- 
ing compounded with a _ preposition meaning 


“through,” has the sense of rousing thoroughly. 
In the second place the apology was desirable 
because this was the second time he had waked 
them up. He had done it once and they had 
gone to sleep, and so he was going to do it 
once more. “This is now, beloved, the second 
epistle that I write unto you, and in both of 
them I stir up your sincere mind by putting you 
in remembrance.” 

But he does it in a gentle and polite manner. He 
calls them “beloved,” gives them credit for sincer- 
ity and implies that they already know about the 
matters to which he refers, and need only a re- 
minder. : 

I. This represents our situation pretty well. 
I have waked you up, or tried to, many times 
(I have been your minister a long while), but 
some of you seem rather somnolescent, and I 
must do it again. I shall try to do it as thorough- 
ly as possible, but in the same spirit as the 
author of our text. I have not invited you to a 
scolding, nor a money-raising, but to a heart to 
heart talk on the first Sunday of the new year 
about our church and some of your duties as 
members of it. 

Let us begin by getting back to first principles. 
The French have a phrase which is just what 
we need here, “raison d’etre” (reason for exist- 
ence), The Brick Church—what is its reason for 
being? Why do we go to the trouble and ex- 
pense of maintaining it? You all know. You 
only need to be reminded. 

This church is here to continue and extend the 
work of humanity begun by Jesus Christ. It is 
here to apply the truth of God and Christ to life, 
both. individual and social, and to hearten men 
and women for their -daily struggle. It is here 
to keep them reminded, among their constant 
and powerful temptations and distractions, of 
God and his love; of the great, grim, stern real- 
ities of existence—death, judgment, life and 
death everlasting. It is here to instruct, guide, 


warn, brace, comfort and encourage and to pro- 
mote the kingdom wherever it can. 

It is not an end in itself, nor a monument to 
a dead past, to be treated with respect because it 
is a monument; not a club; not an institution for 
the promotion of superstition, nor the production 
of pleasant emotion. It is like a great mechanical 
installation, a well equipped factory, built and 
run to do a practical work of the very greatest 
importance to the individual and to the com- 
munity. ~ 

II. Now what is our relation to the church as 
members? We can speak this morning of 
only one of its many sides. Our relation is that 
of a sacred and solemn personal obligation. 

When you joined the Brick Church you made 
a public and solemn promise, which was, in ef- 
fect, that you would be a faithful, loyal and 
active member; that you would attend the serv- 
ices, cO-operate in its activities, aid in its finan- 
cial support, share its fellowships, and be a liv- 
ing part of its living body. Have you kept your 
promise? 

I am aware that a promise or.a vow is a 
weak thing to attempt to hold a person by when 
the heart to perform it has gone out of him. 
When a man ceases to love his wife, and treats 
her with harshness and neglect, it is of little 
use to remind him of his marriage vows, unless 
he has enough true manhood left to feel some 
poignant shame and sorrow, and return to his 
old love. It is widely recognized as a bad sign 
of our times that so many, both men and women, 
give this evidence of hardened hearts and 
seared consciences that the marriage vows are 
for them as things that never were. 

Disregard of important and solemn _obliga- 
tions, voluntarily assumed, in any relation of 
life, is generally recognized as a grave fault. It 
certainly is in business affairs. But multitudes. of 
church members disregard their obligations to 
their churches, apparently with no conscious- 
ness of serious wrong. 

Not by the letter of the bond would I seek 
to hold you. The mere fact that you made a 
promise when you joined the church will not 
count for much, if your love for Christ is dead. 
But I want to remind you that back of and 
within that promise lies the whole vital ques- 
tion of your personal relation to Christ. 

The church may not be what you think it 
should be. You may be dissatisfied, grieved, be- 
cause of its shortcomings. But coldness, indif- 
ference, neglect, jaunty disregard of all obliga- 
tions to it can mean only a loyalty to Christ that 
has waned and died. “I have somewhat against 
thee because thou hast left thy first love.” 

Say not, “I loved once;” 
The eternities avenge themselves 
Upon affections light of range. 
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morning, at the close of the church service, troops — 
of them come tp the church yard path to attend © 
the Sunday School, to whom, apparently, and to; | 
whose parents it does not occur that their place 
is in the sanctuary. If you want your children — 
to be churchmen and churchwomen in their ma-_ 
ture years you should see that they are regular | 


Do some of you say, “None of this applies to 
me? I never joined the church.” Well, if you 
have not, you should have done so. If you are 
in sympathy with the aims of ‘Christ, your place 
is in his church, This is the unperformed duty 
to be laid at your door. , 

III. Now let us speak of a few specific things. 


The first is the attendance of our children and 
young people at the Sunday morning service. This 
service is the occasion of the principal gathering 
of the church. At no other time nor place does 
a church come so near the full realization of 
its corporate unity. At no other time does it 
perform so effectively its functions as a wit- 
nessing body for Christ to the world. It is 
the most powerful, simple, formative influence 
which the church exerts upon the character of 
its members. At this service the minister gives 
the best he has in him to give and the worship 
has a dignity, a seriousness and a_ substantial 
quality which makes it more impressive than 
any other exercises in which the church engages. 
The Sunday evening service is the best substitute 
available for those who cannot attend the morn- 
ing service. The Sunday School session is no 
substitute at all. It has an entirely different 
purpose. 

To leave our children and young people out 
of the Sunday morning service, with the idea 
that they can begin to attend it just as well when 
they are older, is to fly in the face of all the 
known laws of character. Just at the time when 
they are most impressionable, they are not here 
to receive the impressions they most need, and 
they are somewhere else, receiving impressions 
more or less desirable, as the case may be. 


There is always the chance that a child brought 
up to go to church may break away from the 
habit in later life; but it is next to a certainty 
that a child not so brought up will never form 
the habit. 

The case would be serious enough if it were 
only the youngest children who were left at 
home on Sunday morning, but nowadays the neg- 
lect includes well grown boys and girls, and 
even young men and women. Every Sunday 


attendants of the church services from their 
childhood. 4 | 

IV. Another specific matter of which I would — 
speak is that of systematic and proportionate 
giving. The law of the Tithe is not binding 
upon Christmas. It is an Old Testament law, 
and had been abrogated a'ong with the laws of 
sacrifices, ceremonial, cleanness and uncleanness 
and the rest. Some should give more than a 
tenth. People with relatively large incomes and 
relatively small personal and family demands 
should do so. Some should give less. But for 
the average person a tenth seems a reasonable 
proportion. Certainly a New Testament Chris- 
tian should not give less than an Old Testament 
Jew. 

But whether it is a tenth, or more or less, 
the important thing is that we adopt some fixed 
proportion of our income to be given away. It 
should not be done, however, with the idea that 
when we have done so we have discharged our 
full duty and that all the rest belongs to us to 
do with as we like. That is legalism. That is a 
denial of the principles of stewardship. The 
devoted portion should be regarded merely as the 
minimum below which we will not allow our- 
selves to fall. 

The plan has many advantages. It removes the 
ever. present temptation to cut down a little 
on each separate gift in order that we may have 
just so much more for ourselves. It checks the 
tendency: to extravagance on the one hand and 
niggardliness on the other. It keeps us always in 
funds for benevolent purposes, and makes giving 
an ever increasing pleasure. If generally prac 
ticed it would fill to overflowing the treasuries of 
our churches and other philanthropic institutions. 
Let me remind you that this is the first Sunday 
of the new year, and a favorable time to begin 
this excellent practice. 


Forms of Idolatry 


REV, B. H. DUPUY, LEESBURG, FLORIDA, 


Text: 
Col. 3:5. 

There are three prevailing forms of idolatry to 
which man has been addicted since his fall in 
Eden. Whatever names borne by the idols, the 
cults may be classified as the idolatries of wealth 
power and sinful pleasure, and they seem to be 
contemporaneous. Adown the track of time they 
are the real forms of idolatry which have blighted 
the prospects, blackened and ruined the life of 
ce and on they still go with dire destruc- 
ion, 

A careful scrutiny of history for the 
causes of human ruin will verify the statement 
One outstanding example will suffice. It was the 
downfall so complete and universal of the King- 
dom of Israel. At the time of their ee 
these were the forms of idolatry to which they 
were given, and their ruin has been so complete 
that no one today knows of a living descendant 
They became rooted to idols. They had no heart 


* : etre: 
Covetousness, which is idolatry.” 


real 


for the service of God, but showed unbounded 
zeal for idolatry. Publicly and.secretly, in every 
city, on every hill, in groves and under every 
green tree, wherever there was a watchman’s 
solitary tower, there they set up their high places, 
burned incense, and wrought wicked things to 
provoke the Lord to anger. There was the wor- 
ship of the calves to begin with, introduced by 
Jeroboam when the tribes revolted, two hundred 
and fifty years prior. They were placed at Dan 
and Bethel and were not intended to be wor- 
shipped as idols, but were devices to keep his 
subjects from going up to the temple at Jerusa- 
lem. But after the lapse of two and one-half 
centuries their use had degenerated into real 
idolatry, and perhaps been made the deification 
of nature, as they were used in Egypt. } 

Then there was the worship of Baal, the sun- 
god, which was a deification of power. This 
idol introduced by Jezebel from Phoenicia took 
with the people like wildfire. Temples were 
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erected to him; his images were set up; his al- 
tars were very numerous, erected particularly on 
‘sfty eminences, and even on roofs of houses, and 
his pirests were in great numbers and of various 
classes. Then they went still further afield and 
introduced the worship of Astarte, the goddess 
of the Greeks and the Venus and the Romans, 
whose hideous and licentious rites were carried 
on in the groves and beneath the shade of trees. 
And finally to complete their degradation they 
sacrificed their children to the horrid rites of 
Moloch, and gave themselves to the practice of 
every kind of divination and enchantments, ‘the 
last and lowest stage in a people’s religious 
degradation. Such, briefly stated, was the con- 
dition of the Northern Kingdom, when they 
were carrried away into captivity, and when God 
said of them, “Ephraim is joined to ido!s; let 
him alone.” 

I. Let us understand clearly what an -idol is. 
Is it wood, stone, moulded metal, living creatures, 
flowing streams, heavenly orbs, or any such thing? 
No. These are mere representations of idols. 
The idol is that which is supremely loved, what- 
ever it may be. Gold, fame, beauty, power, 
pleasure, whatever the heart is set on, that is 
an idol. We must, therefore, understand the 
solemn truth that idolatry exists in the heart. 
The very essence of it is the preference of any- 
thing to God, so as to allow it to take the place 
which God should fill in our affections and 
thoughts. In this sense men today have as many 
idols as they have objects of supreme love. The 
names of ancient idols and their forms have been 
relegated to antiquity, but idolatry, the sin itself, 
exists today as truly as it has in all the past. 

Il. Is it not true today that there is an 
“Tdolatry of Wealth?’ We do not allude to the 
gaining of money which is possible to a man of 
shrewdness and skill, of industry and probity in 
business. God has given to such a man the 
power to get wealth honestly which should be 
used to God’s glory. But we allude to those 
men who make money-getting the object of their 
life. Such men will choose a business without 
regard to its evil associations. They will harden 
their hearts to the misery of their fellowmen, 
and, even to the claims of near blood kin. They 
will ignore the standard of integrity which an 
enlightened conscience sets up. If an advantage 
is to be gained or a sum of money made by a 
trick or bribe, they mean not to lose the oppor- 
tunity from mere scrupulousness. With them the 
end justifies the means. The monev gotten will 
atone for the ill means of getting it. They are 
generally men who have no time for home du- 
ties, for church work, for anything outside the 
object for which they live. They dismiss and 
feel that they must dismiss God from their plans, 
and the habit grows on them of making money 
by all possible means until it becomes as truly 
an idol as though they bowed to a stock or stone. 
“Covetousness is idolatry.” 

III. So, too, there is the worshipping of power. 
How many men, how many people have gone 
under from its inordinate love! In all the vari- 
ous walks of life history makes the downfall of 
individuals, and every century or epoch records 
the ruin of some people or nation which has 
drunk the cup of death at the shrine of the Idol 
of Power. ‘ 

- Man wants to rule or ruin. He craves power 
and influence, and to be without is to keep 
others from getting what he craves. It-may be 


seen in the home, neighborhood, municipalities, 
state, church, politics, combines and trusts, all 
governments ultimately, in short, in all lines of 
life. And given oved to this form of idolatry, 
man is bound to fall. He was made to serve and 
not. to rule, save over the lower animals, and 
when the love of power gets full sway of him, 
becomes an idol, it portends his downfall and 
ruin. Apart from mocking at the very sov- . 
ereignty of God, it ignores the brotherhood of 
man and tends to kindle and nurture in the heart 
the principles of the devil himself, violating both 
tables of the law—Love to God and love to man. 

IV. Idolatry of sinful pleasure. It has al- 
ways been in existence, often begins early in 
life and runs its course to ruin with those who 
never cease to bow at its altar. Here is a young 
girl introduced to society in whose frivolities she 
henceforth finds herself entangled. Simple of 
heart as she is fair of face, she is insidiously 
injured by the unwholesome excitement, the late 
hours, the inane and profitless “chit-chat” of 
such an existence. Too tired or too fascinated 
to pray, too flattered to conquer self, she for- 
gets those solemn realities to which this life is 
only the vestibule until in the scale of eternal 
justice she is “weighed in the balance and found 
wanting.” Slowly but surely her early sensibili- 
ties decrease; and she, whose heart was once 
easily touched, whose conscience was keenly sen- 
sitive becomes the hardened scheming woman of 
the world, hunting and longing for nothing so 
much as worldly pleasure. 

Here is a ‘young man. The halls of enter- 
tainment entice him where plays, scenes, music 
and language are such as to undermine his manli- 
ness. There and elsewhere drink exercises a fatal 
influence. He must not stand alone, but go with 
the crowd and be in the swim. He begins to 
tipple. It weakens his will, obscures his mem- 
ory, so excites his imagination that he finds 
pleasure in what otherwise would be nonsense 
and folly. The first sip to ruin is often half- 
consciously. At first he is ashamed to have al- 
cohol detected on his breath and will try to 
destroy its scent, then further on he does not 
care. The first few times he is drunk it is with 
a few chums within closed doors, by and by he 
cares not who knows it. Self-control is now 
gone and he thinks he can’t live without it. The 
goddess of pleasure has him joined to her, and 
the sad sequel follows. Here is the licentious 
man. Perhaps he was born of as chaste parents 
and reared in as chaste a home as any. But in 
early life the lust of the flesh allured him astray. 
and he yielded to her siren voice until he finds 
himself a slave to the most abominable and de- 
graded idol on earth which he would keep secret. 
But the idolatry will creep out. “For out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” 

All of these are truly idolators, worshipers of 
gold, power, and sinful pleasure. That which has 
been is that which is. There is nothing new 
under the sun. And what is true of individuals 
is true of nations. The Bible teaches that the 
rise or fall of a nation is to be attributed to re- 
ligious or irreligious causes, that religion brings 
to a nation prosperity and stability, while wicked- 
ness brings to it adversity and downfall. May it 
not be feared that if any forms of idolatry pre- 
vail in our nation today, they are those of 
Wealth, Power and Pleasure, and prayer should 
ascend as the evening and morning sacrifice that 
the people be not “joined to them.” 
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The Victory of Faith 


REV. DAVID JAMES BURRELL, D. D., NEW YORK, Nis 


“By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
Heb. 11:30. 


Text: 
down.” 


If ever a man’s faith was put to a desperate 


test, it was in this particular case. The plan 
proposed would not have passed muster before 
any military tribunal on earth. What was Joshua 
to do about it? He was.a man of faith; and as 
such he was under bonds to offer no word of 
demur or hesitation. The outcome proved his 
wisdom. “This is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even your faith.” 

Here is the secret of success in all things per- 
taining to the spiritual life. 

The Jericho that blocks our way to the land 
of milk and honey is sin. Its walls “tower to 
heaven.” How to get past it into the kingdom 
of truth and righteousness is the question which 
concerns the soul of every earnest man. “Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?” 

At this point the Lord holds counsel with us 
as he did with Joshua under the palm trees. He 
has a plan to propose which, in its essential fea- 
tures, is as foolish as the proposition to reduce 
the fortifications of Jericho by silent circum- 
vallation. - Its outcome is as certain, but faith 
alone can realize it. 

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down; and 
by faith the towering heights of sin, which sep- 
arate between us and our birthright, are removed, 
so that we may receive an abundant entrance into 
the kingdom of God. 

The matter in hand is one of supreme impor- 
tance to every man. There is no occasion for 
dwelling on the fact of sin. That is as a plain 
as the fortress on the heights. It is equally un- 
necessary to prove that, “without holiness no 
man shall see God.” The question is, “How shall 
we overcome sin?” The answer is, “Faith is the 
victory.” Let us see, now, how Faith proceeds: 

I. It begins by throwing up its hands. 

On that moonlight night, when Joshua gazed on 
Jericho with its barred gates and impregnable 
walls, he knew that he was totally unable to 
overcome it. But just here through faith was the 
beginning of his strength, “I will glory in my 
infirmities,” says Paul, “that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me; for when I am weak then 
am | strong. I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” 

So long as a man believes that he can work 
his own way to heaven, he will-not believe in 
Christ. Put that down as a certainty. Faith be- 
gins where eyesight ends. Spiritual power is 
born at the death bed ‘of self-reliance. God’s 
opportunity is man’s extremity. He interposes 
when. we are at our wit’s end. 

Il. Then Faith falls on its knees and calls 
upon God. 

The Children of Israel kept the Passover be- 
fore they began the silent march. It involved 
them in a week’s delay and gave the enemy a 
corresponding opportunity of strengthening his 
defense. But no matter, the Passover must be 
kept. The lamb was slain, the altar blazed. the 
prayers were made; and Israel was brought face 
to face with God. = 

The man who is in earnest in the matter of 
salvation makes a grievous mistake if he does not 


pray. God is ever waiting, like the visitor! 
the moonlight of the palm grove, to confer wii 
us. Why are we so unwilling to talk with hir 
“Bow stubborns knees, and heart with string 
of steel, so soft;” the resources of God’s wisdé’ 
and power are infinite; it is, therefore, the pa: 
of ‘immeasurable folly to lean upon our Ow 
weakness rather than to confer with him. 

III. Faith next finds out the divine plan at 
falls in with it. 

Had Joshua followed the usual method, } 
would have called a council of war. One of h 
lieutenants might have advised the reduction ¢ 
Jericho by sapping and mining; another the plan 
ing of catapults on the surrounding hills ¢ 
batter down the walls; and still another migl 
have insisted that the only hope was in a pre 
tracted siege and the slow process of famin: 
But Joshua did the best thing; he hearkened ¢ 
what the Captain of the Lord’s host had to sa 
about it. 

The plan of salvation is divinely marked ou 
It is an old plan; old as the protevangel, “Th 
seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. 
There are other and newer plans; the pathwa 


of philosophy through the centuries 
strewn with them; but not one of ther 
proposes a method of deliverance from th 


record of past sin. There are ethical system 
without number, suggestions of reformation an 
earnest purpose; but they leave the past uncar 
celled and the soul unshriven of its sins. Th 
fortress of Past Transgression, like Jericho, sti 
bars the way. 

The only scheme of salvation which has eve 
met the necessities of the case is briefly con 
prehended in these words: “God so loved tt 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, thi 
whosoever believeth in him should not peris 
but have everlasting life.” The past is thus di 
posed of and the future is overarched with 
rainbow of hope. And “there is none other nan 
under heaven given among men whereby we mu 
be saved.” 

The whole campaign is thus indicated in or 
word, “Believe;” that is, Believe in Christ ar 
accept him as your deliverer from sin! 

IV. The next thing that Faith does is to g 
hold of a promise. 

In the case of Joshua, the promise was 01 
which had been given to Abraham four hundré 
years before. It was now renewed by the Ca 
tain of the Lord’s host, who said,-“I will deliv 
Jericho into thy hand.” That was enough fi 
Joshua. He accepted it. . 

It is a great thing at the outset to have a prot 
ise. A young man writing me from a weste: 
town says, “I am ambitious to come to New Yo 
and make my way. Can you give me a wo 
of encouragement? I must have something 
bank on.” What enheartenment there is in 
word of divine assurance! A soul going on 
eternity needs something “to bank on;” and t 
Bible is full of exceeding great and precio 
promises. But, as to the matter of personal s: 
vation, they are all reduced to one, namely, “I 
that believeth on the Lord Jesus Christ shall 
saved.” . Here is no if, or perhaps, or peradvet 
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ure; the word is “shall.” Let the doubting soul 
get hold of that promise, meditate upon it 
| eae Pence God and rest on it. ‘ 
= en, having learned the divine plan and 
; : : 

ee of the promise, Faith proceeds to 
_ Joshua and the Children of Israel did recisel 
as the Angel of the Covenant required ae to 
hey formed mn line, took the Ark with them, 
KE Silence in th 

Ba the sis e ranks and went round and 
_ On the first day the guards standing on the 
Tamparts of Jericho saw the strange procession 
come down the road from Gilgal and begin its 
march. On the second day they, no doubt, re- 
marked upon the singularity of the proceeding. 
On the third day they exchanged glances and 
smiled. On the fourth, many of the citizens of 
Jericho turned out to see the grotesque panto- 
mime. On the fifth, there was increasing hilar- 
ity. On the sixth, they laughed aloud and 
shouted at the marchers. There were the same 
priests, the same rams’ horns, the same wooden 
chest, the same solemn, silent procession. If the 
onlookers were given to rhyming, they said some- 
thing like this: 

“The King of France, with twice ten thousand 

men, 
 Marched_ up the hill and then marched down 
again.” 

On the seventh day the procession, having com- 
pleted its singular performance, did not turn 
again into the Gilgal road, but kept on until it 
had compassed the city seven times. Then on 
reaching the great gate of Jericho it paused; the 
priests lifted the twisted horns to their lips and 
sounded a blast, whereat all the armed men be- 
gan to shout with one accord, “Jehovah Nissi! 
The Lord our banner!” Thereupon the people 
‘standing on the walls felt the so'id foundations 
under their feet begin to shake and tremble as if 
ten thousand giants were tugging at them. They 


laughed no more, but clung to one another with 
blanched faces; and in another moment the bul- 
warks reeled, tottered, and fell asunder! Then, 
amid the cries of the wounded and dying, over 
the ruined walls the army of Israel marched into 
Jericho, “every man straight before him.” . The 
faith of Joshua was vindicated. The word of the 
Lord endureth forever. His name is Yea and 
Amen. 

God honors faith. 
overcometh the world. 
eternal life. 

But faith without works is dead. The man 
who truly believes proceeds to act. “Whatsoever 
the Lord saith unto you, do it.’ The pathway 
of salvation is that of exact obedience. A pas- 
sive faith is no faith at all. People do not reach 
heaven by sitting in their pews and singing 
hymns. This marching round and round, this 
blowing of horns, this silence, this shouting— 
1S “this; alle 

Nay; add the power of God and you have vic- 
tory. God must not be left out of the reckoning. 
God being with us, we shall win the world yet. 
We follow the divine plan. “He never fails who 
sides with God.” 

The church is on the march. Shall I fall in 
line? 

One of the memories of my boyhood is of an 
old soldier who had been a drummer boy at the 
battle of Trenton. How his dim eyes would 
glisten when he told of the part he had taken 
in the war for independence! A boy with a drum, 
only; but he did what was required of him. : 

Thus in pursuance of the divine plan all Chris- 
tians are laborers together with Christ, com- 
passing the walls of the enemy and awaiting 
the time when they shall march in, “every one 
straight before him.” To hold aloof from this 
holy war would be a mistake of my life. The 
unspeakable joy of heaven will be that I had 
a hand in it. 


Faith is the victory that 
Faith is the secret of 


A Day’s Work in Its Day 


REV. W. C. ALEXANDER, 


Text: “Your daily tasks.’ Exodus 5:13. 

These words are better rendered literally, “A 
day’s work in its day.” The entire verse in 
which they occur would then read: “And the 
taskmasters hasted them saying. Fulfill your 
works, a day’s work in its day, as when there was 
straw.” In this connection it is a very unjust 
application of what is nevertheless a very wise 
proverb. These burdened Hebrews were told 
that without the usual straw they must still com- 
p’cte their usual tale of bricks, “a day’s work 
ii. its day.” 

This phrase is one of the proverbs of a great 
nation and explains much of their wonderful 
accomplishment as a people. For example, the 
Egyptians were the great builders of antiquity. 
Vastness characterized all their creations. 
these mighty monuments of their greatness the 
Pyramids remain until this day. They are built 
of solid granite hewn from the quarries hun- 
dreds of miles distant and brought down the 
rough desert ways on sledges. They were thus 
dragged by the hands of men an inch at a time. 

These enormous blocks of stone weighed iu 
some instances, 1,600 tons. In one case it took 
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two thousand men three years to bring one stone 
from the quarry to its place in the Pyramid. 
How did they ever accomplish such stupendous 
tasks? They applied this proverb, “A day’s work 
in its day.” This was the wise Egyptian view of- 
life. 

But observe that it was not merely Egyptian 
wisdom, it is divine wisdom. This sagacious 
people had simply perceived God’s plan in, the 
creation of the universe, and when they coined 
this proverb they were only thinking God’s 
thoughts after him. When God in creation 
broke the life of the world into succesive days 
and nights, he wrote on the face of the uni- 
verse, “A day’s work in its day,” and clearly 
revealed the fact that the true way to live is to 
live just a day at a time and to do the work 
of every day in its day. 


All of us recognize the fact of daily tasks. 
Every day has its own duties, its own problems. 
Now the way to accomplish life’s tasks is sim- 
ply to do “a day’s work in its daiyas 

I. This is the secret of accomplishing great 
things. If every day we do the day’s task we 
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will eventually accomplish our undertaking no 
matter how great it may be. 5 

The daily papers some time ago were filled with 
the feat of a pedestrian, seventy years of age, 
who walked all the weary way from Boston to 
the Pacific coast. How did he do it? Not all 
at once. He did it by persistently walking a 
day’s journey every day. ‘“‘A day’s work in its 
day” and the traveler will reach his journey’s 
end at last. “A day’s work in its day,’ and 
the mighty Pyramid rises from its broad base 
to its dizzy apex. “A day’s work in its day,” 
and the tyro becomes the accomplished artist. 
“A day’s work in its day,” and the beginner be- 
comes the scholar. “Art is long and time is 
fleeting,’ but by “a day’s work in its day’ the 
goal will be reached at last. 

Il. Faithfully followed, this proverb will give 
serenity of mind in the midst of our duties. For 
much of our worry is due to our mistaken view 
of things. We look too far ahead. The magni- 
tude of life daunts us. We add tomorrow’s task 
to today’s and then of course the burden be- 
comes too heavy. We never have anything to 
do any day but just the bit of God’s will for that 
day. And if faithful today we need not worry 
about tomorrow. It was Jesus who said, “Suffi- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 

III. This is the secret of preparedness for the 
emergencies of life. 

It is by doing the task today that we are pre- 
pared for the demand of tomorrow. The stud- 
ent who masters each day’s lesson will be ready 
for the test at the end of the term. On the 
other hand, negligence today is simply laying up 
failure for the future. 

IV. This then is the open secret of living a 
victorious life. 

For he who sets our daily tasks has graciously 
promised therefor daily strength, for his word 


is, “And as thy days so shall thy strength be; 
and he who thus masters the days will conque 
the years. ty 
There is a familiar story that has driften dow; 
to us from the early days of Roman history. A 
one time two rival tribes, the Horatii and th. 
Curatii, strove for mastery in public affairs, an 
civil war was imminent. But it was wisely de 
cided that instead, the question of supremac: 
should be settled by a combat between six cham 
pions, three chosen from each tribe. When th 
combat took place in full view of the assemble: 
hosts the advantage at first was with the Cura 
tii. All three of these champions were wounde: 
indeed, but they had slain two of the Horatii out 
right. The other was unhurt. The three Curati 
threw themselves upon this lone warrior who, ¢! 
to the delight of his enemies and the dismay o 
his friends, suddenly turned and fled. The Curati 
pursued him as best they could and were thu 
stretched out in line some distance apart. Sud 
denly the fleeing champion turned and attacke 
his pursuers. The purpose of his artifice was 4 
once apparent. Unequal to the three together hi 
was more than a match for them singly. H 
easily slew one after the other and stood a 
length victor on the bloody field. : 
The days of this new year upon which we hav 
entered come to us not all at once, but singly. W 
do not have to meet them allat once. But one b 
one as they come to us, by God’s grace we Ca: 
meet them and overcome them and stand victo 
over life and time. 
“Forenoon and afternoon and night— 
Forenoon and afternoon and night, 
Forenoon, and—what? 
The empty song repeats itself. No more? 
Yea, this is life, make this forenoon sublime, 
This afternoon a psalm, this night a prayer, 
And time is conquered and thy crown is won. 


Thoughtful Helpfulness: Talk to Children 


REV. BERNARD J. SNELL, ENGLAND. 


Text: “Gather out the stones.” Isa. 62:10, 

You are reading, or you are having read to 
you from the newspapers, how the English sol- 
diers just now are making a railway through the 
desert, in the south of Egypt. It is hard work 
and Strange to them; but it makes as interesting 
reading as can be found in any newspaper. 
: Many years ago, when the Jews were in captiv- 
ity away from their own land across the Asiatic 
desert, and they had Jost heart, fearing that they 
would never return to their homes again, one 
brave man kept his courage strong, and he said 
to his companions: “Oh, friends, better days are 
coming; God will take us home again; we are 
not eoine to Sa here, exiles and slaves, for- 
ever. see plainly a vision of us all crossi 
the desert.” And in this chapter you haveane 
word-painting as plainly as painter could put it 
on his canvas. As we read these versés, we see 
the navvies doing hard work, digging up the road 
through the desert; and there are the rest of 
the people preparing and smoothing the way: and 
there are the children. What are they doing? 
Ah! that is the text—gathering out the stones 
The strong men doing all the hard work and the 
little children gathering out the stones, 

Those of you who ride bicycles know what a 


nuisance stones can be. And the little child wh 
gathers the stones out of the way does a goo 
turn for all who travel. Now, what are the li 
tle helps you can render? I cannot tell you one 
millioneth part as well as you know yoursel: 
Sometimes there is baby to mind because mothe 
is tired. Sometimes there is a button to sew o1 
Sometimes there is orange peel to be taken o: 
the sidewalk, lest someone should trip. Some 
times there is peace to be made between tw 
of your school-fellows. Sometimes your brothe 
comes home from. school and says, “Oh, thi 
work is so hard; I can never, never get throug 
it;” and you say, “Oh, don’t be a cry-baby; her 
let me help you.” That is gathering out th 
stones. 2 

I know a tiny little girl, to whom a lady visitc 
once said, “When you grow up you'll be a gre: 
help and comfort to mother, won’t you?” An 
she piped up with, “Please, I am a help and con 
fort to mother now.” “What? Such a midg 
as you?” “Yes, I am.” And away she went t 
find the doll that she had not seen for an hout 
the poor thing had tumbled off the sofa, so st 
undressed him, put on his bed-gown, tied a ra 
round his damaged head, and just as she ha 
tucked him under the sheet, mother came i 
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looking very tired, sat down and took up her 
sewing as if it were a tiresome duty. And her 
little girl jumped up and kissed her on both 
cheeks, and cried, “Mother, I do love you so!” And 


_~ her mother replied softly, “My little darling, what 


y 


* cross, to lay on the grave. 


a comfort you are!” And all the clouds were 
helped away. 

I wonder if all of you know that brother 
means “he who helps,” and sister means “she who 
pleases and comforts.” 

_ I wonder if you can feel the beauty that there 
is in those sad lines written. by a lady: 
“So many gods, so many creeds, 
So many paths that wind and wind; 
While just the art of being kind 
Is all the sad world needs.” 

I do not want to stand here in this pulpit and 
say to you in the pews, “Always be trying to 
take stones out of people’s ways.” I do not 
think anybody in the world is more disagreeable 
than a person irritatingly and aggressively med- 
dlesome, who is always getting in the way through 
pane to help when he cannot really give any 

elp. 

In a railway carriage a most obliging man, 
when the train stopped and a rough and tumble 
boy got out, saw a bundle where the boy had 
been sitting, and called out, “Take your bundle 
with you; don’t leave it here.” And he threw it 
out of the window. A good lady who was with 
him, said, “Ah, young man, what are you doing? 
Those are my best ‘going-to-meeting’ clothes.” 
You see, he had been trying to help, but it was 
3 pity he had not thought a little more carefully 

rst. 

Children sometimes try to help without 
thought. Then they are a great nuisance. When 
the opportunity comes, do the best you can. 
Take the stone out of the way, but be very sure 
that someone has not put it there for some good 
purpose that you don’t understand. Perhaps there 
iS a meaning in the stone being there which you 
don not understand. Think; use your brain as 
well as your heart. 

I will tell you about a dear little girl who was 
deformed. She lived in a country town. One 
thing that she did I thought was very beautiful. 
She used to wander along the hedge-rows and 
lanes and gather flowers, and then she would 
weave these flowers into wreaths and crosses. 
What for? Why, there were many poor people 
who lived in that town. Sometimes there were 
funerals with such quantities of flowers, and 
sometimes a funeral with no flowers—so poor 
were the friends of the dead. And whenever 
there was a funeral of a very poor person, this 
lame girl always had a wreath, or crown, or 
It was as good as a 
ray of sunshine from the inner heavens. 

A very good man died a little time ago, and 
a lady who loved him very much was telling her 
child how their dear friend was gone to heaven. 
She replied, “Oh mother, how happy the angels 
must be to have him with them!” 


“She makes a beautiful climate for me,” said 
a mother of her attentive daughter. That is 


_ what should be said with truth of every Chris- 


tian. They should temper the moral climate of 
this world, warming its coldness, cooling its ex- 
cessive heat, soothing its sorrows, and cheering 
its discouragements. : 


THE BIBLE: TRY IT! 
(Continued from page 680) 


erection! If you are broken you must remain in 
your brokenness. You must burn away in your 
shame. “No remedy for a bad heart!”’Ah, but 
there’ is! Here is. a sacred manual, a manual 
which describes the restoring means of grace. 
And ‘if you know in-the circle of your associates, 
any man who is broken in will, or in hope, or 
in faith, let me urge you to offer him the coun- 
sels of that Book. He will find a wealth of hope, 
of heartening, and an immediacy of counsel which 


will lead him to the restoring springs of life. Or 


if you yourself are broken, and are lying with 
damaged wings, and cannot soar, and are like a 
bird that has lost its power of flight, there are 
counsels in this book by which you can be made 
whole again. It is “profitable for correction.” 
Try it, man! Try it! 

V. And, lastly, my text claims that through 
the counsels of the Word of God the man of 
God may be made “complete, furnished complete- 
ly unto every good work”, It is not only profit- 
able for regaining life, but also for keeping it 
when you have found it again. It makes the most 
audacious claim. It claims that there is nothing 
you are going to need along the ever-changing 
way of life which is overlooked in its counsels. 
You have no need to go anywhere else for di- 
rections. It will teach you how to be equipped 
to meet the lion when he leaps upon you from 
the thicket, to meet the snare in the road, to meet 
Apollyon as he straddles across your path, to 
meet judgment; “furnished completely.” What do 
you need for the living of a strong life? Do 
you need vision? Here is the book which will 
furnish the requisite counsel. It will teach you 
how to keep the goal in sight, how to discern the 
windings of the true road, and how to see the 
Great Companion on the road. Is it desire you 
need? Are your inclinations perverse? Do you 
love what ought to be distasteful, and do you re- 
coil from what ought to be lovely? Then this book 
offers itself as a school of desire for the culture 
of inclination, that the soul may have an appetite 
for the things that are highest and best. It will 
furnish you completely. Or is it will-power you 
need? The power to follow the ideal and be per- 
sistent in the holy quest? Then there is no book 
in the world which is so competent to guide you 
to the reservoir of moral and spiritual strength. 
You shall be “furnished completely unto every 
good work.” The book will be profitable in the 
quest of a cultured eye, a cultured mind, a cul- 
tured heart and a cultured will. 

And so I am advising you to treat the Bible 
in this way. Use it as a manual of living. Do 
not regard it as a magician’s spell. Do not re- 
gard it as an implement of dull superstition, and 
never be foolish enough to sneer at it as obsolete, 
when you have never been man enough to try it. 
Try it! 


A LA MODE. 

There had been a dressmaker in the house, and 
Minnie had listened to long discussions about the 
very Jatest fashions. That night when she said 
her prayers, she added a new petition, uttered 
with unwonted fervency : 

“And, dear Lord, please 
stylish.” 


make us all very 
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SECOND EDITION WITHIN ONE YEAR 


ONE HUNDRED PRAYER MEETING TALKS AND PLANS 


Dear Sir: —"The prayer meeting is the pulse of the church". How 


is YOUR prayer meeting? Here is the doctor! I will publish 


November Ist the second edition of 


“Qne Hundred Prayer Meeting Talks and Plans with 1,000 Thoughts and Illustrations” 


A The 544 pages of the book will contain: 1—Bible passages, 
a utlines, 3—Thoughts on the Theme, 4—Illustrations, 

—Plans and Suggestions which have been used successfully in 
restoring health to sick prayer meetings. 

This 544 page book will sell at $2.50 postpaid and be a 
companion volume to my "Pastor His Own Evangelist", which is 
in its third edition within a year—4,000 copies. 
ae We can save time and money by printing 2,000 instead of 

,000 copies. DO YOU WANT TO SAVE 50 cents by signing the 


advance order blank below, thereby securing this $2.50 book for 


$2.00? You would have willingly paid me $3.00 for this book had 
I made it in two volumes—a year's talk in each volume. 
ie If you wish to pay at the same time for The EXPOSITOR 

("The best preacher's magazine published" —J. Wilbur Chapman) 
sign blank No. 2 and get it for $1.25. Many preachers have 


said it was worth $3.00. Sincerely, F. M. BARTON. 


— 


NOT GOOD AFTER OCTOBER lst —SIGN 1T NOW 


mo. M. BARTON, Publisher, 707-711 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, O. 
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A 


1—Send me, when published, "One Hundred Prayer 
SAVE Meeting Talks and Plans". I will remit $2.00 for it 
or return the book JO days after receiving same. 


5Octs 


Name _Address 


2—Continue The EXPOSITOR one year and send "One 
Hundred Prayer Meeting Talks and Plans" when published. 


I will remit $3.25 within 10 days of receipt of the 
SAVE book. 


Name. Address 


Denomination 


eae” 
P. §.—If you wish “The Pastor His Own Evangelist" send 


#2.50 for it or add $2.00 to either offer No.l or-2. 
794 


In the festal affairs of boys and 
girls, as for those of men and 
women, there is always occasion 
for the serving of 


Welch's 


Che National Drink 
Grape Juice 
WELCH’S is, when you open the bottle, the 


very juice that was in the grapes when they 
left the vines, Its quality and flavor have not 
changed. We took nothing 
out of it—we put nothing in 
to change its taste, color or 
keeping quality. 

Make a Welch Grape Punch 


Take juice of three lemons and 
one orange; small cup of sugar; 
one pint of WELCH’S; one 
quart plain or charged water. 
Serve very cold. Add sliced 
fruits, if in punch bowl. 

Do more than ask for 


“grape juice’’—Ask for 
Welch’ s—and get it 


Write today for our free booklet of 
Welch Grape Juice recipes, 


If unable to get Welch's of your dealer 
we will send a trial doxen pints for 
$3, express prepaid east of Omaha. 
dour ounce bottle by mail, 10 cents. 


The Welch Grape 


Juice Company 


; Westfield, N. Y. Ges 


* 


THE ILLUSTRATOR MAGIC LANTERN 
Beautifully Nickeled Strongly Finished 
Lenses the Best 
Our Illustrator Lanterns are used by the lead- 
ing Lecturers, by the largest Universities, 
Colleges, and Schools. Complete Price Lists 
mailed on application. ; 
This lantern accommodates Electric Arc, In- 
candescent, Lime, and Alco-Radiant Lights. 


PARLOR POST CARD PROJECTOR 


It shows on a screen the image reflected from” 
a post card or any picture of flat object. 


PRICES—$4.50, $13.50, $25.00, $60,00 
WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 


Dept. 16 918 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘MINNEAPOLIS, -~ - 


For Clergymen Only 


The Old Reliable Accident Insurance Com- 
pany providing indemnity as follows: 


$25.00 per week for disabling accidents. 


$1,500.00 to $3,000.00 in event of accidental 
~*- death: 


$1,000.00 to $5,000.00 for loss of limbs or eyes. 
$10.00 to $80.00 for sickness (acute diseases). 


The cost of this most important insurance 
for the year 1911 for its 9,000 clergymen, 
only $7.00 each (three calls of $2.00 each, 
and $1.00 expense of management). 


We challenge the world to show a better 
record. : 


Every active pastor should have this protec- 
tion. 


LOWEST COST. 
SMALLEST LAPSE RATE. 
CHOICEST RISKS. 
A postal card will bring full particulars. 


The Ministers Casualty Union, 
- MINN 


| 3 2400 00276 5646 | 


